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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 
PRISONERS 


We received many questions of people in prison 
who want to read the CLASH. Until now we 
could sent the papers Soon our financial ca¬ 
pacities will be exhausted. We are glad about 
every letter and question from prisoners and 
about new adresscs and would like go on: but 
we just can’t manage it anymore. 

It would be possible to subsidize the prisoner's 
subscriptions by making the CLASH even more 
expensive. But who has enough money to af¬ 
ford the newspaper anymore So shit, it doesn’t 
work neither 

Therefore our appeal to you: 

Enable the prisoner's participation at the 
political discussion!!! 

Take care to bring this newspaper into 
jail!! 

Overtake subscriptions for prisoners!. 

Prisoner's subscription means: You send us 6 
pounds./26 guildcrs/20 dollar and m return we 
send 4 editions to *^prisoner, we pay the 
stamps. But without your support, we really 
don’t know, how to continue 




PROTECTED PRIVATE PROPERTY ! 

This newspaper remains the property of the sender unless and/or until it has been personally and 
materially accepted by the orisoner to whom it is addressed. In the event that the prisoner is denied 
direct personal access to this newspaper, it must be returned to the sender with notice of the reason(s) 
for failling to deliver it to the addressee. 

















So now you are holding it in your hands, the new issue. And, tholllhft" has'been pretty' 

a : r ^here. U'ke we 

have said before, we want to achieve a couple of things with this newspaper. In the last 

issue we have al^^eady explained, that right now we think one of the most important 

themes is to look more specific to what is necessary and good for the left wing radical 

powers, to become of societal meaning again, an attractive and imaginable alternatif to the 

delinf a rt ? 9 ood things have been 

developed which have to be remembered and where new strategies and perspectives are 
being or should be developed. k ^rc 

In this issue we have printed several articles, that discuss this theme. (In Germany this 
t ,eme is named Neubestimmung" which means a "new defining", although we think the 

anTr'Th furtheron" is more exact. Much of the discussions aren't that new at 

all, but rather have not been noticed by us before...). 

Firstly, there are the articles about/ from the RAF (Red Army Fraction! the R7 
(Revolutionary Cells) and of Irish political prisoners. We had several good discussions about 
heir statements, which we have tried to pass on in our preface to the articles. We think 
It IS important to print our discussions next to the articles, cause we think that this can 
e a start to develop the discussion for everybody. Our discussions have not yet led to 
concrete "results", but then it is surely to soon for that now. 

Another article on how people organise themselves, is the article on Anti Racist Action 
from Minneapolis USA. We think it is really important for us in Europe, because of the 
«rouTs°fLrrJr expressed racism. They (ARA) organise themselves in sub- 

It is ako n r 7 ^e'^tions of oppression, but at the same time discuss together. 

It IS also important for people in other countries, to find ways to fight racism concretely 
without leaving the other relations of power out of sight. 



Another theme on which we now, like in the last issue, want to report is AIP5 (HIV) Here 

XIJ" "'^1 “"''■“"“‘i "itl our own borders,which mokes cleor t 

difficulty as well as the necessity to look further than our own nose. 

hrstly It is clear that we simply have to deal with it, because AIPS is a concrete reali- 
so many people. (To quote a puertorican comrade:" How can you talk about "t, 
revolutionary subjects, when the people ment by that are dying like rats") 

^t is^also clear, that AIPS is in fact no theme at all for a great part of the radical le 

A few reasons for that, in our opinion, are: 

Europe especially qeers, prostitutes and drugaddicts are hit hard by tl 
disease until now, and they have partly organized against it. "We" rather have only^itt 

I a e merely seen as victims and many radical gays and lesbians have not seen ' 

I heterosexistic scene in years). Thus, it is quite easy to close yc 






















-It'5 also becoming clear, that just recognizing the relations of oppression is not 
automatically leading to acknowledgment and acting. The consequences AIP5 has. is 
strongly determined by racism,*-imperialism, capitalism, sexism and heterosexism. Put this 
is, when at all, only noticed as an abstract fact. 

- Furthermore it is becoming visible, that we already for a longer period haven't occupied 
ourselves with basic-lifeconditions like healthcare, feeding etc. We can not afford this 
metropole-luxury (any longer). 

- This means to us, that we want to deal with this in a conscious way. Also realizing our 
different experiences with AlPS, starting from the idea that some of us have to work real 
hard, conquering their until now not-relating and not-knowing. 

- Furthermore it means, that some of what we have mentioned here as causes, are not 
only playing a part in the range of AIP5. Together with you, we will work furtheron, to get 
this theme into our hands to acknowlegde the different realities and acting upon it. 

We also want to’ bring more of our discussions into the newspaper, F.ex. by writing in 
prefaces, why we print articles, what we find good and important in them, how we see the 
individual articles are connected to each other, how different experiences can inspire one 
another and how International consciousness can grow through this. 

We have asked ourselves, why we didn't do this enough; do we find our own discussions too 
shallow, are we too cautious to write them down, and don't we trust ourselves to take 
position and expose ourselves to criticism. Our mutual experiences are important to us, to 
let us know that changes are possible (in our own group, as well as in yours), not to knock 
off, but to be encouraged and empowered, because we are not alone... 

So do not leave us alone, your discussions and practice, we want to know them, also when 
they sometimes clash, , but also, when you had a good time. This project is a part of 
people who find it important to look furtheron to new horizons, to seek for new experiences, 
of people who are now isolated from each other, then, what could happen, when we all came 
together, and organize ourselves... 

And why not? Po we not dare (anymore) to take position, to take a stand and defend it, to 
point out demands, to say what we want to say? 

To expose ourselves to criticism, to open ourselves, to go out on the streets and expose 
ourselves to danger, to trust one another is difficult, frightening, but it is surely worth 
trying it, to gain what is withheld from us. To live and to express it like we want to. In our 
direct surroundings, by criticizing ourselves (and our newspapers!), to argue, to love and 
live together. 

We do not aim ourselves towards all people, but to people and groups who want to engage 
themselves for a future without oppression of humanity and nature. This means roughly 
said, that the destroying- and oppressionstructure and its leading heads have to be blown 
away. Even more roughly said: we see an infostructure, which we want to build up. as a 
necessary infrastructure in this struggle. 


And then, write us as quick as possible what you have found out together, how you can 
manage and do it... 
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Mistrust 


As a group of people of men and women from different countries, with different political 
histories, who are part of different political mov'ements, we carry along with us a large 
heap of ballast as well. On the one hand there is superfluous knowledge of other political 
movements, images of eachother by the history of the militant resistance. On the other 
hand we've all had experiences with discussions in which the object wasn't mutual 
developments. Piscussions in which only the individual ideas mattered, without listening to 
what others had to say. without looking for other arguments and ways of seeing things in 
a way you did not see them before. 

In our 2-year history as a redaction group, we've learned to know eachother fairly well, 
learned from eachother, developing trust among us. And we've learned to see our 
differences as positive and enriching and not as something dividing. The common 
development with eachother and as a project is an important criterium to our work, (of 
course this doesn't mean that contradictions should be shoved under the carpet. It is 
often necessary to use a confrontation to make clear positions and to push through 
demands. This especially'concerns patriarchal and hetero-dominated conflicts) Put this 
isn't always very easy. When a few of us thought about making a pause at the beginning of 
the second last meeting, when it was already clear to them this was the way it would go, 
this meant to others that the mutual decision-making had been brought to question. The 
willingness to openly speak with eachother, to look for mutual solutions.was questioned 
and there was fear to lose it. The whole heap of images of eachother and mistnjst came 
up . and the stirred up shit from the past led to a rigid defence of positions. 

Afterwards we asked ourselves why this was happening and how our relationship to one 
another actually is. Are consequences, decisions and outcomes already fixed on forehand, 
or is there a possibility of decision-finding,- and is it at all desired? How are things going 
concerning our willingness'to be convinced'and 'to convince yourself. _ » . 



Patriarchal ways of talking 

How we deal with specifically these difficult situations is different and also the ability, 
after which we seek for common solutions,is present among us in various degrees. It is 
surely no coincidence among us, and you will surely recognize it as well, that especially the 
women among us intervene in difficult moments of the discussion: either in trying to 
mediate between the dug-in positions, so that a common solution becomes possible, or by 
not allowing a retreat into silency. Again and again it are the men among us, that are not 
capable of breaking down the walls to one another, but instead put the different positions 
against each other, that lose the openess. In this situation it were the men among us who 
were determining the atmosphere, and only the final criticism on the way of approach 
produced by us led to a different atmosphere, in which it became possibie again to open up. 
The women draw their consequences out of this structure, and will refuse to take up this 
mediating role, and we acknowledged, that we all have to work actively on changing this way 
of talking with each other, because the taking up of these mediating roles leads to it, that 
own positions are dissappearing into the background, and excludes the possibility of finding 
common decisions in which all positions are taken into account. 

One man, who had the same factual position within the conflict, noticed that he could not 
take up this mediating role. He did not have this "ability", which men should damn well learn, 
instead of putting themselves through with their blockheads at every possible and 
impossible situation and at every other occasion shutting up and letting the women seek 
for solutions to conflicts. What we did not really talk about untill now is how these roles 
are influenced by the relations between men and between women, but do not wait for us to 
discuss about it... 
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What has been alright... 

It was good for us, that we managed to fight our distrust and our (male dominated) 
structures of talking with each other at this same meeting, in fav'our of a search for how 
it can work out for all of us, how it is best for the project itself and for all of us. 

For those, who wanted a break, it was possible to work on this issue together, although 
they have held themselves back from the actual process of production far more than with 
the last issues. That they, in the end, did more than they said they would do, they just 
"could not help"(quotation), and everybody thought it was great. 

Those, who did not want the break, could agree on giving ourselves more time for bringing 
out the next issue (number 3), in order to solve the raised questions and problems. Or. 
where that is not possible, to at least develop starting-points. 

THAT YOU THEN WILL GET THE NEXT ISSUE A LITTLE LATEE*1N YOUR 
MAILEOX OR INFOSHOR. YOU'LL JUST HAVE TO LIVE WITH THAT. 

3ut do not be sad because of that, in the meantime there is enough to do! 

Firstly politics can not be made on paper only, and for the practice you, like we when we are 
not sitting in here, are responsible... 

And, in order to pass everything on responsibly afterwards, there still is the proposition 
to form local Clash-support groups. This proposal came from the last International Infoshop 
Meeting in Oslo, and we have already cheered this and written about this in the last issue 
(number 6), and we think that it is good, to concretely start doing it. 

To give it an end... 

we would like to make some remarks to things that really gave us courage: 

We received mail out of the country-side, saying that people are taking care that the 
political prisoners in their region get the newspaper sent. 

Furthermore we have heard that people in their city sell the newspaper by hand. This 
means going to Universities, concerts, meetings etc. with the newspaper and speaking to 
people about it,, whether they know it already and if they would like to buy one (or many, 
and give it to all your friends...) 

In the third place we have noticed, that more and more people are thinking about how to 
distribute this newspaper. As an international resp. european newspaper our distribution 
department still has a lot of white spots on the political map, that Is hanging in their 
office, so that there still is a lot to do. 

We thank all those, that have cooperated in any way on the newspaper and hope, that your 
example will inspire others. 

When you have any questions, about how you should organise it, then simply write us . 

We are looking forward for new mail... 
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The policy which is needed today has to win the 
people anew, has to organize them anew and has to 

develop a new perspective. 

Interview with Nilufer Altcan, OZGUR DER 


In August 1992 some internationalists had the opportunity to speak with Niliifer Alcan (Human-Rights-Association OZGUR DER, Istanbul) 
about the situation in her country, about democracy and human rights, about the revolutionary struggle, the tasks of the international solidarity. 
Nilufer was invited to take part in Forum I of the International Congress against the Meeting of the G- 7-States in Municfrom 4th to 8th, July, 
1992. Afterwards she travelled through various european countries, held meetings and discussed with many people. 

To start an international discussion is something which needs more attention, more concentration, more responsibility to be successful. It means 
to be open for the lives, for the problems, for the experiences of people from other countries as well as from our own countries. It means to be 
open not only to those, who are organized in revolutionary movements. And it means to be open to critizise, to ask, to talk about our own 
problems, expierences, questions in our struggle. To start international discussion means to start practice as well. Practise on many different 
levels. 

(This interview was taken from a booklet ‘ Vur struggle grows with our cries for freedom! 

Ed. (and also adress to order) : 

AKIntemationalismus, Infoladen Bonn, Wolfstr. 10/Hinterhaus, 5300 Bonn I. 

Further articles in the booklet: Interview with Yasemin Gedik, former prisoner in the I29a-trial against the Workers 'Party of Kurdistan, PKK, 
in the Federal Republik of Germany: interview with Esma Polat (beginning of 1991), member ofDevrimci Sol,, killed by police during a raid 
in Adana at the end of April 1992; institutionalization of the military coup and building up of a fictitious democracy in Turkey. 

Price: DM8,- (about) 


Question: First of all we would like to ask 
you to introduce yourself Please tell us, 
where you come from and what are the pol itical 
spheres and functions you work in? 

Niliifer: I am president of the human rights- 
association Ozgur Der (Association for Rights 
andFreedom) in Istanbul. OzgurDerfollowed 
as a human rights-association after TAYAD, 
Association of the Relatives of the Political 
Prisoners, was closed by police in 1990. 
Ozgur Der struggles for the democratic rights 
of all humans in Turkey and Kurdistan. The 
turkish government organizes all kinds of 
repressiosn, torture and massacres against 
these demands. These repressions touch all 
sections of the population. 

Ozgur Der was founded in Istanbul in 1991 
and closed by police the same year (14th of 
July). Then we founded a new association. 
Turn Ozgur Der (Association for Every Right 
and Freedom). But this was also closed by 
police in April 1992. 

Question: As we have heard, Ozgur Der is 
not only present in Istanbul. . .? 

Nilufer: There are associations like Ozgiir 
Der in various towns in Turkey and Kurdistan 
today: in Kayseri, Malatya, Trabzon, Ankara, 
Izmir, Adana, Osmanyie. 

Question: Are these separate associations or 
are they combined by the same programm and 
rules? 

Nilufer. The associations are autonomous. 
We think this necessary because of the turkish 
legislation. If there were the same rules, they 
could prohibit all of the associations by 
prohibiting one of them. 


Question: What is the legal base, on which 
the banning is proclaimed for expl. now in 
Istanbul? And what are the consequences? 
Were activists arrested? 

Nilufer; After the massacre of the turkish 
state against the Revolutionary Left on 12th 
of July in 1991, police raided the office of our 
association and we were arrested, nearly 60 
people were in the office at that time. They 
accused us ofoffering resistance to the police. 
To close down the association they say things 
like this or they say, we offended the rules by 
our work. At that time we prepared the burial 
of those who were murdered on the 12th of 
July. Many of us could not take part in the 
burial because we were arrested. 

The main reasons normally are that the 
members ofOzgiir Der offers resistance to the 
police. Esma Polat was murdered in Adana by 
police the end of April 1992. We also prepared 
her burial. At that time police raided Ozgur 
Der and 14 people were arrested. The reason 
they gave was that they had found about 5000 
carrier bags on which was written in turkish 
and kurdish: Long live the 1st of May! Also 
they accused us of hanging up pictures on the 
walls which were made at the burials of our 
friends and relatives. The police always claims 
Ozgiir Der would not work due to the rules of 
the association. We protest against these 
claims, but before this case comes to court, 
one or one year and a half passes by. During 
this time the association is kept close by 
police. With this law, with paragraph 38, they 
closed down many associations and organi¬ 
sations whose work and attitude do not fit into 


their measures. 

Question: Is this paragraph part ofthe ‘ ‘ Anti- 
Terror-Law”? 

Nilufer: No, this is part ofthe common ruling 
jurisdiction. 

Question: Except preparing the burials of 
your friends and relatives what else is Ozgur 
Der doing? Can you give some more examples 
of your work? 

Nilufer. I would like to add something to the 
burial of Esma Polat. We also look after the 
families, mothers, fathers, sisters ofthe mur¬ 
dered friends. We care for the identification 
ofthe dead and also for matters of religious 
Ritus. For some of the families this is very 
important. For example the police told the 
father ofEsma Polat that they would not allow 
him to come and take the dead body of his 
daughter. 

Question: You also try to help the families, 
to strengthen them? 

Nilufer; Yes, we think this is very important. 
Also the families who are organized in Ozgur 
Der try to take legal measures against the 
police. We organize actions of protest, write 
letters, talk with the responsible authorities 
and we also try to bring charges against the 
police. We did this after the massacre of 12th 
July in 1991. We also publish names of 
torturors, as far as we know them and we 
demand their sentence. And though we try 
and go these official paths, nothing happens. 

Question: Now we would like to ask you 
about your journey to Germany. You have 
been here several weeks, made meetings of 




various kinds, made interviews and you also 
took part in the International Congress against 
the meeting of the G-7-States in Munic. How 
did you define your tasks for this journey, 
which are the aims for your work in Turkey? 
Nilflfer: Exploitation, repression is getting 
more and more in our country. I came to here 
because I want to tell about this. Solidarity in 
this country is very 
important for our work 
and our struggle. This 
is what I talked about 
with the people I met. 

At the International 
Congress against the 
Economic Worlds’ 

Summit in Munic I 
talked about what the 
“new” World order 
means to our people. 

What the imperialists 
call “new” means 
that in Turkey there 
are no human rights at 
all. There are no rights 
for freedom, not even 
the right to live. People 
die because of terror. 

It is very clear for us, 
that the government in 
Turkey is being led by 
the imperialists and 
obeys to their orders. 

This government de¬ 
pends upon the imperi¬ 
alists in every political, 
economical respect. 

This means even more 
poverty, more exploi¬ 
tation for the people 
while the imperialists 
are getting richer and 
richer. In this situation 
it is very important to 
show solidarity with 
the revolutionary 
struggle, with the na¬ 
tional liberation 
struggles, not only in 
T urkey and Kur-distan 
but also in all neo- 
colonised countries. 

We do not expect 
anything of this go¬ 
vernment. She knows 
no solutions at all for 
the problems of the 
people because she is 
governed by imperia¬ 
lism and oligarchy. An antifascist and 
antiimperialist struggle is being developed 
against this. And just now the solidarity of 
antifascist and antiimperialist groups in the 
imperialist countries and of organizations in 
the neo-colonial countries are of big 
importance to us. We need togetherness to 
fight against these powers. And this is why 
the meeting, the congress in Munic was 
important. We could talk to each other about 
what we could do together in the future, what 


we could to together against the G-7, the 
seven richest states in the world. This'was 
very important. 

Question: You said to organize international 
solidarity, international discussion amongst 
antiimperialist and antifascist groups and 
organizations is very important just now. As 
you have met some ofthese groups and people 


you were able to get an impression of them. 
What do you think about their situation, their 
work? We ourselves realize there is a big 
weakness among the Left, among the 
antifascist and antiimperialist groups in the 
FRG. TTiere is no unity. So maybe we and our 
work can not come up to your expectations, 
you might be disappointed? 

Nilufcr: Yes, I met some groups and by 
talking to them I got the impression that there 
is no powerful and strong struggle in this 


country. But the most important thing as far 
as I learned is, that there does not seem to be 
any hope and no development, no movement. 
Yes, people believe in their antifascist and 
antiimperialist struggle, they want to do 
something. But there is no hope in them that 
they could win. This paralyzes them. We 
think that this hopelessness might be overcome 
by the revolutionary 
struggle in our coun¬ 
tries, that hope will 
rise up again. In the 
imperialist countries 
they established a kind 
of domestic policy 
which isolated the left 
groups completely, 
this affects them even 
more as they are not 
united. They live at the 
very edge of society, 
they are marginalized. 
This is also a result of 
the used manipulation 
by the mass medias 
The policy which is 
needed today has to 
win the people anew, 
people have to be 
organized and a new 
perspective has to be 
developed. Everything 
has to be done to make 
the ruling domestic 
policy ineffective. 
Everything has to be 
done, that people can 
get up and say full of 
confidence into their 
own strength, here we 
are! This is also our 
interest. 

Question: You said 
yougotthe impression, 
that fieople and groups 
whom you met, were 
without hope. What do 
you mean? Do you 
mean they are missing 
a view of the ftiture? 
What do you mean 
when you des-cribe 
them as “hopeless”? 


Niliifer; I don’t mean 
that they do not believe 
in socialism. No, 
people believe in so¬ 
cialism, they believe 
in the struggle against imperialsm. What I 
mean is, that the people in the imperialist 
countries have no hope they could move 
anything. That they don’t know how they 
should struggle, with which methods. 

We will shake the world with our struggle in 
Turkey! 

Question: We think that because we do not 
have the knowledge about our own history we 
do not know h o w to struggle. And many, 
who do not even know for what they could 
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fight, are confused because values for which 
you fight in your country, values like 
“democracy and human rights” are complete¬ 
ly determined by the rulingclass. Permanently 
the governments talks about defending 
democracy and human rights. We forgot how 
to defend these fundamentally values with a 
revolutionary perspective. This is different in 
your country. Can you explain how the 
revolutionaries inTurkey defend these values? 

NilCifcr: Also our government talks perma¬ 
nently about ‘ ‘democracy and human rights” 
They say that for the first time this does exist 
in our country. But they are playing a game. 
Speaking as revolutionaries we say that it is 
democracy if the people built it up, it is 
democracy if it is based on the demands and 
wishes of the people. Only a revolution can 
reach this democracy. It is the same with the 
human rights: they are the rights, the people 
demand, and also freedom. These have to be 
fulfilled by the government. In our country 
there are rights and democracy for very few 
people, who belong to the class which 
represses, exploits and uses terror - rights and 
democracy do not belong to the people. 

We never wanted war, we did not chose it. 
Oligarchy chosed it. But to reach peace for 
our country, a true peace and just, to reach this 
we have to fight today. Our demands are 
demands ofhuman beings, of mankind. They 
are just and we will not be able to fullfil them 
unless we struggle for it. 

Question: As long as the Sowjetunion and 
other existing social ist countries existed, there 
were two pole on the international level, 
specially concerning democracy and human 
rights. In the United 
Nations, in the Hu¬ 
man Rights-Commit- 
tee of the UN it was 
obvious that the so¬ 
cialist countries stres¬ 
sed another definition 
of human rights. 

There is nothing like 
this today, only the 
“new” world order 
of the imperialists. 

Does this affect your 
struggle, does it 
weaken you? 

Nilufer: Looking at 
the imperialist policy 
of democracy and hu¬ 
man rights I realize 
their demagogy. As I 
tried to explain before 
human rights mean 
something completely 
different to us. They 
can not only be de¬ 
fined under a huma¬ 
nitarian aspect. They 
mean the demands of 
the people, of the 
oppressed people, 
they mean to realize 
these demands. The¬ 


se are the human rights I am talking about. 
Maybe imperialism gained some strength, 
got more room, more air. But this is only 
temporary. Imperialism is kept alive 
artificially. It is because of the imperialist 
exploitation that there are struggles and fights 
in our countries. Now, in this situation, we 
have to believe in our own strength, and we 
may not loose the belief in mankind, in the 
revolutionary powers. Imperialism criticised 
human rights in the socialist countries alsways 
with an eye to its own interest, this was cold 
war. Always they produced counter¬ 
propaganda against countries like Cuba, like 
the Sowjetunion. 

Question: We also asked, because there are 
many people, who lost their hopes since the 
fall ofthe socialist countries, since imperialism 
got stronger and stronger. They see no power 
against this, no power to stop this. They think, 
they are all alone and not enough to stop the 
military power which imperialism put 
forward. 

Nilufer: I only want to give a small example 
for how big the problems of the imperialist 
countries are indeed, it is a problem for them 
to stay in power. To discuss this situation was 
a central subject during their meeting in 
Munic. This is a sign of their crisis. I und¬ 
erstand, what you say about the people in your 
country, about the reasons for their hope¬ 
lessness. Many of them are afraid of the 
power of imperialism. But imperialism does 
not have confidence into itself If it had, why 
should they attack Cuba? Cuba is a very small 
country, with only little economic strength. 
There is no need fo imperialism to be afraid 
of Cuba. But it don’t have confidence into 


itself and this is why they are afraid of every 
small socialist movement. As soon as only a 
very small opposition arises, they use all their 
repression to crush it. 

Question: Maybe you would like to say 
something special towards those who will 
read this interview, people who live in the 
european countries? 

Nilufer. We have a strong belief We believe 
in socialism. We believe in the power ofthe 
oppressed people who struggle for their rights 
and their demands. Solidarity means to und¬ 
erstand the demands of the oppressed people 
as ones own demands. The struggle in our 
countries will be a new hope for humanity and 
for the peoples in the world. We are aware of 
this responsibility. We fight for our human 
dignity, we fight for the self-determination of 
the peoples. We fight for a just life. Those in 
our countries, who determine their lives to 
fight and struggle for these demands, are 
often faced with arrest, torture, death. But to 
support these demands we are even ready to 
give our lives. This is our understanding of 
human dignity, of revolutionary identity. And 
we express our deepest solidarity with all 
people in struggle all over the world. 


(August 1992) 
















About the crisis of the ieft there isn't much new to say, everybody 
knows it. But how to get ground under our feet again? 

One requirement is the common reflection and discussion on the 
experiences of all movements and political lines. Who has tried 
what? What were the reasons, the thoughts, the ideas? What were 
the limits, objectiviy and subjectiviy? What mistakes have been 
made? Where weren't they discussed and tackled? This has to be 
an open, honest and self-confident debate, without glossing over 
or overdoing self flagellation, on the base that everyone takes 
seriously the attempts and ways of each other. Everyone is asked, 
arrned and militant groups as well as the various movements, the 
resistance, the reformistic attempts. Important is, that everyone 
speaks on the base of It's own experiences and reality. And no one 
can know the result now. 

[I really hope this translation isn't too "german”!] 

Following is the letter of the RAF to the Anti-WES-Mobilization in 
Munich, which makes some statements of the last declaration (see 
last issue) clearer, and articles of prisoners of IRA and the german 
resistance. They all discuss history and perspectives of liberation 
struggles. 

The article of Alan Berkman, US-antiimperialistic ex-prisoner (he is 
free since 10.7.92, HELLO ALAN!!!), we publish for two reasons. 
First It is a reaction on a statement of a Revolutionary Cell (RZ), 
GDR, titled "Gerd Albatus is dead". That statement has been 
published in several german magazines and also in english by 
"Arm The Spirit". We don't want this paper to be un-contradicted, 
but even less we want to publish it. We find It shabby, in guarded 
words. Second we think Alan Bermans reaction is, even standing 
alone, a valuable and really internationalistic contribution. 

We are hopefully looking forward to publish some articles of other 
RZs in our next issue. 
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We took the following article from the winter 
1991 issue of the magazine *‘The Captive 
Voice/An Glor Gafa ’It presents a part of 
a discussion within the irish republican 
movement about the mometous situation and 
strategies for the future. Maitiu O Treasaigh's 
article refers to an article in the summer 1991 
issue of Captive Voicewith the headline 'Ten 
Years On ’ 


The Captive Voice / An Glor Gafa 
Contact: The POW Department 
51/55 Falls Road, Belfast or 
5 Blessington Street, Dublin 

USA / Canada: 

An Glor Gafa 
c/o INAC National Office 
4951 Broadway 
10034 New York 


The Captive Voice / An Glor Gafa is a quarterly magazin written in its entirety 
by Irish Republican POWs (Prisoner of War) currently beeing held in Ireland, 
England, Europe and the US. It is published by Sinn Fein’s POW Department. 
Irish Republicans have always recognised that resistance to British misrule does 
not end upon their arrest. The battles to be fought and the tactics to be employed 
may change but the enemy reamains the same. In the words of our comrade Bobby 
Sands: 

“The jails are engineered to crush the political identity of the captured Republican 
prisoner, to crush his/her resistance and transform him/her into a systemised 
answering-maschine with a large criminal tag stamped by oppression upon his/her 
back, to be duly released on to the street, politically cured - politically barren - and 
permanently broken in spirit.’’ 

The establishment of this jail journal is a tribute not only to our families, friends 
and comrades, whose strength and support have been inspirational to us all, but also 
is a clear recognition that we are what we are - political prisoners, unbroken in our 
deep-rooted desire for freedom. 

The Captive Voice afford us a platfform and an opportunity to present in print our 
views on those topics and issues which affect daily life both inside and outside the 
jails. The magazine contains political analyses of current national and internatio¬ 
nal affairs, culture, short stories, poetry and the latest updates on prison-related 
campaigns and issues. Satire and humor can also be found within the special 
features, cartoons and artwork illustrations. 

We have been pleased and greatly encouraged by the response to the magazine. It 
is hoped that the sharing of our feelings and experiences through the pages of An 
Glor Gafa will be both beneficial and enjoyable for all our readers. We are 
determined that our message and our Captive Voice shall be heard by many. 

The Irish Republican Prisoners of War 


Organise for changing times 

A Reply to “Ten Years ON’’ 


by Maitiu O Treasaigh (Portlaoise) 


The authors of ' Ten Years On'An Glor Gafa, Summer 1991, have given a sober but realistic appraisel of the position in which 
our movement finds itself a decade after the hunger strike. In the momentous events of that time, and the brief euphoria which 
surrounded our apparent progress in the three or four years following, there is much food for thought. Above all, there is no 
avoiding the glaring truth in the following statement contained in the article; ‘ Vur lack of effectiveness in the 26 Counties must 
be understood and overcome if our struggle is not to drift into crisis ’ ’. 

(Preface by Captive Voice) 


Firstly, we must all recognise that we are 
not in a strong position at the present 
time. That said, the situation in the Six 
Counties remains volatile and, as the 
above article points out, the IRA continues 
to be the effective agenda setter; it is to the 
armed struggle that most of the Brit 
strategy is directed. That does not mean 
that we can never be defeated or that the 
Brits will inevitably throw in the towel 
but it does mean that no solution, good or 
bad, can be brought about without 
reference to the Republican Movement. 
To bring about the type of‘power-sharing’ 
that was envisaged by the Brooke-talks 
(end of 1991, Brooke was british direct 
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ruler for the occupied North Ireland), or 
any other reform short of dismantling 
partition, means that the Brits must first 
take us out. 

The reverse side of that coin is our own 
support base. It is a long time since it was 
pointed out that this struggle cannot be 
fought and won exclusively on the backs 
of the nationalist working class in the Six 
Counties (british occupied North of Ire¬ 
land), but how far have we come in 
altering that situation? Our supporters 
have prooven that they are resilient and 
courageous and that they are even 
prepared to give us the benefit of the 
doubt when things are going badly, but it 


is not a bottomless well. We have mana¬ 
ged, through a fairy grim period, to hold 
onto most of the support we had while 
Sinn Fein was seen as the dynamic factor 
in the political situation, but again there 
are unavoidable danger signs leading to 
potential isolation. 

There is no getting away from the fact 
that it is the 26 Counties (Republic Ire¬ 
land) that we must win the kind of support 
that can push this struggle to a successful 
concludion. The potential exists but 
capturing it has proven so far to be beyond 
us. Perhaps we expect too much too soon, 
but unfortunately we have missed 
opportunities and wasted time that we 





can ill afford. Nonetheless, the situation 
has improved somewaht since 1981 and 
in many areas we now have a presence, 
built up through hard work and 
commitment, which provides a firm base 
upon which to make further progress. 

In discussing our lack of support in the 26 
Counties and the means whereby we can 
build an effective organisation and 
electoral base, it is essential to keep sight 
of two things; the overall political climate 
in which we have to work, and the type of 
politics we are engaged in. 

In this country and world-wide there has 
been a major shift to the right over the 
past decade. The balance of power has 
tilted overwhelmingly in favour of 
imperialism. Mass unemployment and 
recession in the West has been matched 
by ever increasing misery and starvation 
in the undeveloped world. Such conditions 
lead not to revolution and a desire for 
change, but to apathy and despair. Only 
when people have hope, and the belief 
that things can change for the better, are 
they prepared to do something to bring it 
about. The collapse of the Soviet Union 
and its allies, and the apperent discrediting 
of socialism as an alternative to capitalism 
- the system responsible for most of the 
poverty and starvation in the world - 
means that most oppressed people at 
present do not see a viable alternative. 
That phenomenon has been reflected in 
this country, and it is in this environment 
that we as a revolutionary movement 
have had to operate over the past number 
of years. It is a tribute, therefore, both to 
the resilience of our activists and the 
tenacity of our supporters, that we 
continue to be the main thorn in the side 
of imperialism in this country while other 
national liberation movements, and 
indeed progressive regimes which came 
to power as the result of successful anti¬ 
colonial revolts, have gone to the wall. 
Likewise in Ireland much of the so-called 
‘left’ has capitulated wholesale to the tide 
of reactionary right-whing ideas. We need 
only look at the Workers’ Party for proof 
of that. However, survival is not enough 
in itself and we should be using this time 
to streamline our organisation mid to 
examine closely the kind of politics we 
profess. 

The current phase of right-wing ascen¬ 
dancy will pass. Capitalism is facing a 
huge crisis which will lead to political 
unrest. Take the example of the 26-County 
economy. For the past four yems Fianna 
Fail (governing party) has been hailing 
the great ‘national recovery’. One may 


think it is a 
strange re¬ 
covery that 
boasted record 
levels of unem¬ 
ployment and 
emigration, 
and during 
which the go- 
vernment ’ s 
own statisti¬ 
cians claimed 
that one third of 
the population 
were living in 
poverty. Now, 
they me admit¬ 
ting that there 
is a recession 
and that unem¬ 
ployment will 
rapidly pass 
300.000. All of 
this will take 
place as the 
economy at¬ 
tempts to be¬ 
come absorbed 
in a crisis-rid¬ 
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den single market. There cannot but be 
political instability. 

People may not be inspired to revolt by 
grinding poverty and unemployment but 
such conditions can bring about a situation 
in which the ruling class finds it 
impossible to carry on in the usual manner. 
That leads to political crisis and a potential 
revolutionary situation. It is in such a 
scenario that Imge numbers of people 
begin to break from the old ways and to 
become actively involved in bringing 
about change. The early 1970s and 
perhaps the period of the hungerstrikes 
were such times but we, the revolutonary 
movement who had spent decades eng- 
anging in revolutionary rhetoric against 
the partition states, were unable to take 
proper adcantage of the fact that hundreds 
of thousands of people in all parts of 
Ireland were prepmed to actively intervene 
in the political process for radical change. 
It may well be asked who could have 
predicted the closing down of the country 
after Bloody Sunday (January, 30th, 1972, 
the british army shot down 13 demon¬ 
strators), or the mass spontaneous sym- 
phaty strikes in 1981; and yet, what might 
have happened had we then had the 
political organisation capable of leading 
such a movement? 

Things have, however, improved some¬ 
what. No we have a base in many working- 


class areas of Dublin for example, a base 
which we have built up and held in 
unfavourable circumstances. Had such a 
base existed in 1981 then we might well 
have been able to harness better the 
feelings of anger and unrest which arose 
over the hunger strikes but which abated 
just as quickly once they were over. The 
question remains, therefore; how do we 
create the kind of party which can capture 
a conscious radical base and prepare for 
conditions more favourable for a 
revolutionary movement such as our own? 
We could of course trim our sails and 
adapt to the current climate but Irish 
history is sufficient full of erstwhile 
republican revolutionaries who have sold 
out. 

I think that we have long ago realised that 
appeals to altruistic patriotism cut no ice 
in the 26 Counties, nor in the Six Counties 
for the matter. We have begun, instead, to 
pitch our politics to the concerns of 
ordinary people and Sinn Fein since the 
mid-’ 80s has striven to build a profile as 
an active supporter of the demands of 
people for better conditions. 

There remains, however, a gap between 
our work as activists on the ground and 
the way in which people perceive our 
politics. To be quite blunt about it, very 
few people, even those who can relate to 
our work as community activists, see us 
as a political force; politics meaning how 


the country is run, and how that affects 
people’s lives in regard to jobs, wages, 
housing and so on. Some of that can be 
attributed to censorship and a concerted 
effort by our enemies to portray us as 
beeing beyond the pale. Much of it, 
however, is due to our own inadequacies, 
particularly in regard to our political 
programme. 

While most Republicans are full of 
genuine concern for the unemployed and 
those otherwise disadvantaged, and are 
able to hold forth on the need for some ill- 
defined ‘street politics’, how many of us 
would be able to tell someone in Finglas 
or Mayfield or Southill how Sinn Fein 
would cope with unemployment - how we 
would run the country if the Brits were to 
pull out and we were eventually to find 
ourselves in power? That may appear to 
be bordering on the esoteric but that is the 
fundamental of politics; it is the reason 
why the Brits want to defeat us and the 
way in which most people think when 
they come to vote in elections. Clientelism 
of course plays a big part in 26-County 
politics, a factor we have attempted to 
combat, but politics still come down to 
major issues of running a state and in this 
game we are not seen as serious players. 

We must have a fully worked-out and 
coherent programme based on how we 
could administer a 32-County Socialist 
Republic. Obviously in these times there 
will be comrades who will argue that we 
should shy away from socialism, and 
some have already said that it is a failed 
system that offers nothing to us. Let’s be 
clear about that. The only failed system in 
this country is capitalism and if all we can 
offer to the majority of people is a change 
of flag then it’s back to 
square one. 

If our socialism is to be 
confined to vague general¬ 
isations and slogans then 
of course that will get us 
nowhere either. We must 
be able to say what we 
would do in order to break 
this country’s dependence 
on multinational capital 
and how we would run an 
economy in the interests 
of Irish workers and small 
farmers. Sean Lynch’s 
analysis of Irish agri¬ 
culture in the last issue is 
a good example of what is 
needed, and there should 
be more emphasis placed 
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by the movement both in the prisons and 
outside on policy research. 

There is of course another school of 
thought which believes that our approach 
in the 26 Counties should be as vague as 
possible and concentrate on broad natio¬ 
nal issues. To my mind that is a mistaken 
strategy. There is no ready-made 
constituency out there to be won over by 
appeals on the national question. There 
are large numbers of people who object to 
the British occupation but even few of 
those vote Sinn Fein. The victory of 
Fianna Fail in the 1932 election is a 
classic example of how little idealistic 
patriotism means when the question of 
power is at stake. Both Fianna Fail and 
the IRA at the time claimed to be totally 
opposed to partition and promised to 
revoke the Treaty. But Fianna Fail were 
also, thanks to hard organisational work, 
present on the ground the length and 
breadth of the 26 Counties. They had a 
programme that pledged the party to 
clear the slums and end the payment of 
land annuities. Fianna Fail won that 
election because of those policies, which 
appealed to the vast majority of 
Republicans made up of workers and 
small farmers. The IRA and Sinn Fein 
meanwhile became marginalised and 
easier to deal with later on. There is a 
major lesson there for Republicans in the 
present day. 

The main lesson for ourselves now must 
be that unless we can combine a radical 
social and economic programme with the 
demand for national freedom we too, like 
the Republicans of the past, will be pushed 
aside. Organisationally that means 
placing our activities on the ground in 


every citiy, town and village and working 
out a set of policies that can be regarded 
seriously as a better way to run the country. 
Only a disciplined and committed party 
can achive that and its creation is an ever 
more urgent necessity. 

Times are bad and we appear to be isolated 
and our enemies are sometimes brazen 
enough to write us off. Times change, 
however, and when they do we must be 
ready to reap the benefit. After all, in 
1978 when two to three hundered people 
demonstrated at the GPO in support of 
the blanket men and Armagh women 
(Armagh = women prison), who would 
have predicted that three short years later 
tens of thousands would take to the streets 
and shake the 26-County establishment 
to its rotten core? 

(After the political status of the prisoners 
was deprived by the british state and the 
building of the H-Blocks began the 
republican prisoners in Long Kesh started 
with a blanket and dirt strike at Sept. 
14th, 1976. Little by little more and more 
prisoners joined the strike. Blanket and 
dirt strike meant not to wash and to wear 
no clothes (the prison clothes were 
refused) and to accept only a blanket for 
the night. In February 1980 the women in 
Armagh prison joined the strike. Since 
October, 10th. 1980 prisoners in Long 
Kesh and Armagh started with a 
hungerstrike in addition that lasted till 
Dezember, 18th. 1980. Sine the british 
state did not keep to his concessions, on 
March, Istr, 1981 the prisoners started 
again with a hungerstrike that lasted 
untill the third of October, 1981. Ten 
men died during this hunger strike. Only 
a fewpartiti ve concessions could be won.) 
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GREETINGS TO ALL THOSE TAKING PART IN THE 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND CONGRESSES AGAINST THE 
WORLD ECONOMIC SUMMIT IN MUNICH! 


We are glad that you all have 
come to this demonstration and 
to this congress, despite the 
massive numbers of police 
troops and the media’s smear- 
campaign, which both attempted 
to beat down and defeat your 
organizing efforts and prepara¬ 
tions. 

Despite the varying levels in 
the development of the struggle 
and differing conditions, there 
remains the need for a common 
search for urgent solutions for 
peoples’ lives against the world- 
dominating policies of the G-7 
states, whose capitalist power 
rules over people and destroys 
nature. 

We think it’s correct that you 
all have chosen to oppose the 
500-year festival of imperialism 
with this demonstration, con¬ 
gress, and days of actions, You 
have showed that on our side - 
the side of the oppressed - his¬ 
tory and the consciousness of 
struggle are alive. As long as 
this imperialist system, which 
values human lives and nature 
as mere tools of capitalism, ex¬ 
ists, there will also exist a strug¬ 
gle for a society free from domi¬ 
nation. The struggle for the lib¬ 
eration of spiritual worth will be 
carried out wherever racist and 
sexist structures of 
oppression exist which deny the 
worth of human beings. 

With this congress, you have 
made it possible to exchange 
experiences with one another 
and to learn from each other, to 
come to common evaluations 
and to begin working on com¬ 
mon strategies. 


Given the contemporary situ¬ 
ation, we think its extremely im¬ 
portant, both here as well as 
internationally, to arrive at con¬ 
crete common goals and de¬ 
mands. We need to come up 
with proposals as to what steps 
need to be taken against the 
ruling powers’ grip over people 
and nature - whether in Munich, 
Rio, Los Angeles or Maputo, 
whether in Palestine or 
Kurdistan - and reverse the tide 
of global catastrophe. 

A process of appropriation 
from below is created in con¬ 
crete struggles and demands 
which confront the ruling pow¬ 
ers’ with the peoples’ needs. 
For example, the struggle for 
living spaces, the struggle 
against destructive and point¬ 
less labour, the struggle against 
environmental destruction, the 
prison struggles, organizing help 
for refugees, anti-fascist 
mobilizations, and the demand 
for debt-cancellation and repa¬ 
rations from the imperialist states 
which have profited from colo¬ 
nizing peoples. 

We in Germany bear a great 
deal of responsibility in this proc¬ 
ess, because we live under a 
state whose capacity for de¬ 
struction is enormous. Domesti¬ 
cally, the ruling powers have 
created a reactionary climate 
which has resulted in racist 
mobilizations and an almost 
daily war against refugees. The 
ruling powers need this reac¬ 
tionary climate to strengthen the 
German male-consciousness 
and as a safety-valve against 
the increasingly desperate liv¬ 


ing conditions of millions of peo¬ 
ple here, because they want to 
be given a free-hand for their 
super-power politics: today, the 
German mark marches across 
Eastern Europe, tomorrow, Ger¬ 
man troops march across the 
globe. Next to Japan, Germany 
has the world’s strongest 
economy. The might of German 
capital is unbroken. 

With this statement from us, 
we’d like to make some points 
from our April communique 
(namely, our de-escalation) 
clear to the comrades from other 
countries who have travelled 
here for these protests. 

This is part of our special 
steps within Germany. We don’t 
question the legitimacy of armed 
liberation struggles in other 
countries; our deepest solidar¬ 
ity goes out to all those strug¬ 
gling for liberation throughout 
the world. 

It is up for those involved in 
the struggle to decide, based 
upon their specific conditions, 
which means and forms of strug¬ 
gle should be employed at a 
given point in time. 

For you all, we’d like to say 
something brief about our own 
history. 

We, the RAF, came into ex¬ 
istence in the early 70s out of 
the world-wide anti-Vietnam War 
movement. Our beginnings 
came during 

the 68-revolts, a time when many 
people became active; in this 
country, where, after Auschwitz, 
there was no broad social dis¬ 
cussion of Germany’s Nazi past 
and where ex-Nazis held posi- 
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tions of power in all the major 
government and financial insti¬ 
tutions, communists and anti¬ 
fascists were spied on, and all 
those who sought to break with 
Germany’s fascist past faced 
repression. Against this gloomy 
and suffocating imperialist real¬ 
ity in post-war Germany, an 
entire generation sought new 
emancipatory and anti-capital¬ 
ist means of living. For example, 
base-democratic structures at 
schools and universities, living 
together in communes as op¬ 
posed to nuclear families, or¬ 
ganizing women against their 
traditional roles and against their 
oppression both within society 
and within the left. 

During the Vietnam War, our 
country was the most important 
turntable for the US-genocide 
of the Vietnamese people. We 
linked 

ourselves to the world-wide re¬ 
sistance to US-imperialism. 

At that time, the existence of 
the Soviet Union made it easier 
to secure ties to the national 
liberation movements of the 
South. Under those global cir¬ 
cumstances, we made our radi¬ 
cal struggle here part of the 
international anti-imperialist 
liberation front. That was our 
sworn perspective, to carry out 
simultaneous international 
struggle to achieve freedom. 

Even when imperialism was 
able to halt the advance of the 
liberation struggles at the end of 
the 70s, our politics were still 
primarily orientated in this way 
and remained that way up to the 
mid-80s. We used our strength 
in the 80s to hinder the imperial¬ 
ist roll-back, in order to turn 
around the history since the Oc¬ 
tober Revolution; we wanted to 
re-strengthen our side. 

In the various phases of our 
22-vear historv. we have inter¬ 
vened in our role as an urban 
guerrilla againstimperialist world 


politics, against US policies, 
against NATO, against the for¬ 
mation of a West European bloc, 
against the development of 
Great Germany as a world 
power, and against the “new 
world order”. ' 

By the end of ’89, when the 
annexation of the former DDR 
by 

West German was a reality, an 
entire phase of history, one 
which 

had begun with the October 
Revolution, had cometo an end. 
Nonetheless, we failed to initi¬ 
ate a discussion of this and of 
the history of our own struggle - 
of its strengths and weaknesses 
- and to come up with a new 
orientation. 

With our actions, we sought 
begin to create a counter-power 
from below and to start a discus¬ 
sion and re-orientation around 
this situation, which had greatly 
increased the social contradic¬ 
tions and given rise to new strug¬ 
gles. Nonetheless, we could not 
break through the feeling of pow¬ 
erlessness and the resignation 
to the victory of capitalism which 
had gripped the very people we 
sought to stir into motion. 

It was precisely our last ac¬ 
tion which made this most clear 
to us, the attack on Rohwedder. 
With this action, we intervened 
in an entirely new social situa¬ 
tion, one which arose after the 
annexation of the DDR. It’s goal 
was to hinderthe march of capi¬ 
talism into the former DDR and 
to allow us to create ties 
with the people in struggle there. 
Now we realize that to come to 
a common struggle from out of 
two different realities and sets 
of experience takes a great deal 
of discussion and understand¬ 
ing, learning from one another’s 
different histories, and to then 
00 forward tooether in makino a 
counter-power. 

Of course there were plenty 
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of people who supported our 
actions, but these actions hardly 
started any discussions or re¬ 
sulted in any organizational 
gains, nor did they push the 
ruling powers’ into any corners. 

Because of all this, we need 
this break to come up with a new 
departure point. 

We need an open discus¬ 
sion about newfoundations and 
orientations in orderto come up 
with new thoughts and propos¬ 
als 

for developing a process of 
change. A break also means 
learning from our own history, 
so as not to repeat the same 
mistakes, but also to bring along 
all the positive experiences. 

We know that there are com¬ 
rades who find contradictions 
between our statement in April 
and the current situation, con¬ 
sidering, tor example, the esca¬ 
lating war against the Kurdish 
peoples, which theTurkish state 
is waging with German weap¬ 
ons and German money. 

There is no question that re¬ 
sistance to the policies of Great 
Germany, both from within and 
without, is extremely necessary 
and that this can’t simply be 
limited to a process of discus¬ 
sion. But we feel that armed 
actions won’t advance this proc¬ 
ess at this time. 

To come up with a new point 
of departure, we need a com¬ 
mon, deep, foundation-laying 
discussion. 

Since global changes have 
global ramifications, like the in¬ 
creasing number of people 
deemed not-needed by capital 
and who no longer have any 
means of existence and who 
cannot escape their oppressive 
life’s reality, we need to build 
entirely new foundations for our 
process of change. 

For us here, the main Ques¬ 
tion is, how can we create a 
counter-power from below that 



jjan draw in more people who 
are being forced to the fringes 
here in Great Germany, people 
who are seeking a new social 
reality with human criteria and 
who reject the values and ideol¬ 
ogy of capitalism. 

The history of decades of 
social orientation towards capi¬ 
tal has alienated people from 
their lives. From this, and from 
the failure to create any existing 
alternatives, we can see why 
racist and sexist violence has 
increased here; it’s a way of 
dulling the brutality of day-to- 
day life. By not creating groups 
consisting of different kinds of 
people who can work together 
to solve the common problems 
facing them daily, taking these 
problems in hand and strug¬ 
gling against them, what we 
have seen happen in our soci¬ 
ety is the rise of destructive and 
self- destructive forces and in-- 
creased fascist mobilizations. 

It’s up to everyone who does 
not want to be crushed by the 
power of money to develop new 
social struggles which come 
from the people themselves. In 
this, we see the possibility of 
creating a relevant social coun¬ 
ter-power. 

But the development of this 
is also a part of our responsibil¬ 
ity to all those people around 
the world who are struggling for 


change and to all oppressed 
peoples, because it’s up to us 
here to see to it that Great Ger¬ 
many’s world-politics don’t go 
unchallenged at home, but 
rather that there Is a social con¬ 
sciousness that expresses soli¬ 
darity with other peoples and 
which resists the ruling powers. 
We have to start a new social 
movement in which people can 
find a genuine social perspec¬ 
tive and see the worthlessness 
of the capitalist system and its 
treatment of human wotlh. A 
movementwith newcontentand 
values, one which can make 
concrete changes - because 
these are not goals which can 
be put off until “after the revolu¬ 
tion". 


With our communique of 
10.4, a very long phase of our 
history came to an end. This 
was our decision, because we 
want to see a process of reflec¬ 
tion and re-orientation on our 
side - it had nothing to do with 
the state. 

This state has sought to de¬ 
stroy the RAF and the prisoners 
from the RAF and the resist¬ 
ance for the last 22 years using 
all the means available to it. The 
state failed, and with this in mind, 
we entered this new phase. If 
the state chooses to disrupt this 


new phase, then it will be up to 
everyone to decide how to re¬ 
act, and we won’t take respon¬ 
sibility for the consequences. 

We have stated that an im¬ 
portant component of this new 
rebuilding process must be the 
struggle to free our imprisoned 
comrades. 

When we state their free¬ 
dom can be achieved through a 
political solution, this is the re¬ 
sult of years of struggle. 
Freedom for all political prison¬ 
ers within a foreseeable period 
of time can only be achieved 
through a process of struggle. 

It should be everyone’s task 
to seize the initiative and strug¬ 
gle to end the torture and win 
freedom for the prisoners. 

We seek a realistic life-per¬ 
spective forourimprisoned com¬ 
rades and forthe prisoners from 
all liberation movement; we want 
this for everyone and with eve¬ 
ryone who wants to struggle for 
justice and a humane existence 
for all the oppressed peoples of 
the world. 

29.6.92 

Red Army Fraction 
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rOUnCAL FKliONER ALAN ^EKK-MAN li FREE AT LAST! 


We are f leased to announce that on Friday July 10, political prisoner Alan Berkman was 
finally released from prison. Alan had been in jail since 1985, serving a prison term relating to 
a series of armed political actions against military installations and corporations which support 
imperialist world policies. These actions were carried out in the early 80s and included actions 
by the Ked guerrilla Resistance and the 198i bombing of the Capitol building in protest of 
the US invasion of (jrenada; this action was claimed by the Armed Resistance Unit. 

While in prison, the US government opened another case against Alan and 6 other comrades 
(one of who was and still is underground). This case was known as the Resistance Conspiracy Case 
(RCC). Puring the RCC trial, Alan was seriously ill with Hodgkins Pisease, a form of cancer. 
At the end of 1990, Alan nearly died from the adverse effects of chemotherapy. In response to this, 
Alan's comrades entered into a plea bargain under which Linda Evans, Laura Whitehorn, and 
Marilyn Buck pleaded guilty to charges related to the Capitol bombing, in return for which all 
conspiracy charges against Tim Blunk, ^usan Rosenberg, and Alan Berkman were dropped. This 
was a very difficult decision for the RCC defendents to make, but because of this decision, Alan 
was able to be released in 1992 and is now alive and well. Otherwise, he would surely have died 
in prison from the ill effects of his cancer, coupled with the stress of the RCC trial which was the 
^tate was determined not to lose. 

Alan Berkman was born in 19‘T5 and has been active in the resistance movement both as an 
activist and as an accomplished physician. Alan helped treat wounded prisoners after the Attica 
Rebellion in 1971, and he served as part of the medical team that aided native Americans at Wounded 
Knee in 197^ He also helped treat and defend several Fuerto Rican independistas and Black 
Liberation Army (BLA) militants. In 1982, he served 7 months in prison as a grand jury resister 
for refusing to talk with police about the treatment he gave to Solomon Brown, a BLA member. 
Alan was indicted for his medical treatment in a wide-ranging federal conspiracy case shortly after 
his release. Knowing he would never receive fair treament at the hands of the State, Alan went 
underground until he was captured by the FBI in 1985 and charged with the possession of weaponf 
and false IP and aiding and abetting known felons. 

At a reception with friends and comrades on the weekiend of his release, Alan looked fit and 
healthy and he reaffirmed his commitment to the struggle for freedom. 

WE SENP OUR WARMEST (jREETINqS TO ALAhi BERKMAN! 

FREE ALL FOLITICAL FRISONERS ANP FRISONERS OF WAR! 
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notes on '^Bad News^' 

(a reakfion on a discusshnpaper of the Revolutionary Cells (Germaney) 

By Alan Berkman 


1. The paper provoked many 
thoughts and I apologize in ad¬ 
vance for not taking adequate 
time to respond fully. I am using 
an english translation prepared 
by t.t. (? the typ.),and I have 
numbered the pages 1-14 for 
every reference. 

2. The paper attempts to deal 
with many - too many- political 
points on varying levels of ab¬ 
straction; the death of Gerd 
Albertus,- the self-criticism of 
Entebbe, the nature (ideological 
and stategic) - of international 
solidarity in the metropoles, the 
German Left's relationship to 
anti-semitism and to Israel. 
These literally life and death is¬ 
sues cannot be covered in this 
way. It's not only that so much is 
left unanswered: the technique 
of linking issues together bor¬ 
ders, even though done unin¬ 
tentionally, on the unpricipled. 
To be specific ; (p i.) "Gerd 
Albertus is death". That stark 
sentence is obviously written to 
create a deep emotional reac¬ 
tion, a reaction that the reader 
( at least this reader) has to 
overcome in order to deal more 
objectively, and politically with 
much that follows. It's not fair. 

3. I agree with the RZ that the 
currenttriumphalism of the capi¬ 
talist countries is not an excuse 
to block criticism and self-criti¬ 
cism, it is more important that 
we strenghten ourselves in this 
period than worry that we will 
be weakened in the face of the 
opposition. I believe all move¬ 
ments, including the Palestinian 
movement, can and should be 
criticized in a constructive fash¬ 


ion if necessary. I personally pu b- 
lished a letter in a U.S. Left jour¬ 
nal criticizing those responsible 
for the Achille Lauro attack for 
anti-semitism in the killing of 
Klinghoffer and criticizing spe¬ 
cific airline and airport attacks 
as terroristic in their disregard 
for civilian lives. 

4.1 am critical of the R2 for how 
they discuss the killing of Gerd 
Albertus. He soundds like a won¬ 
derful comrade, and I mourn his 
loss. But I still don't know who 
executed him. The RZ says, they 
cannot discuss concrete asso¬ 
ciations. I find this very prob¬ 
lematic. Whose security are they 


that there was an implication 
that Gerd was killed because he 
was gay. On page 11 at the bot¬ 
tom there is a nominal refusal to 
speculate on motives followed 
by speculotions, there ideas and 
ways of behaviour which are 
not in accordance with the usual 
patterns are being met with 
mistrust and rejection "and that 
in such a world a gay identity 
per se is met with suspicion" If 
the RZ believes Gerd was killed 
because he was gay, they 
sqhould state it and make it 
clear that they are not sure. If 
homophobia is that extreme in 
that group, we need to know it. 
I^lications, though, lead to 

debout!^ 

les damnes de laterre? 

debout! 

les formats Je 
ia faim! 



protecting by refusing to simply 
specify the group in the ab¬ 
sence of that one concrete ( no 
other detoiled information is 
necessary). I agree with the criti- 
cism that this emotionally 
charged public paper reflects 
badley on the entire Palestinian 
resistance. I disagreed with 
somewhat resented the RZ 
statement (p2) almost noone is 
able to see through the network 
of the Palestinion organizations 
and fractions... I also thought 


suspicion, but give us no infor¬ 
mation or way to stuggle. It's 
politically and personally debili¬ 
tating. 

5. I agree with the statements 
on p.ll & 12, that it would be 
superficial and short-sighted to 
excuse conscious decisions with 
the pressure of the situoh'on in 
which they are taken. We need 
to understand those pressures 
in order to understand why a 
terrible wrong was committed. 
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but well never correct our er¬ 
rors if we only look at the condi¬ 
tions. I also agree that there are 
many organizations who have 
fought under brutal conditions 
and not succumbed to brutality. 
But I believe, the RZ makes the 
distinction between the two 
types of organization too rigid, 
wether lying the blame on male 
domination or the Leninist 
model. I believe, that organiza¬ 
tions, like individuals, have the 
capacity to both commit great 
wrongs and to rectify them. To 
quote a great German thinker 
(Ghoete):"! have never heard of 
a crime which I could not imag¬ 
ine committing myself." 

It serves the RZ's larger political 
argument to make rigid distinc¬ 
tions, but I am not sure it matches 
the lessons of recent history: 
the "Bad News" paper starts 
with a quote from Roque Dalton. 
I am sure it was not a coinci¬ 
dence that the RZ used a quote 
from a revolutionary poet killed 
by his own organization. Is the 
ERP doomed to speak the Ian- 


been able to change and play a 
positive role in the struggle of 
the people. I can't foresee the 
future in El Salvador, but I am 
hopeful that the ERP and FLP will 
be neither perverters of the revo¬ 
lution nor romantic losers. 

I quess my point is simplistic- 
organizations and movements 
are complex, and their aktions 
and politics can change over 
time and os a result of political 
struggle both internally and with 
others. I get very little sense 
from the RZ of the nature of the 
inter- organizational struggle 
that went on. 

6.1 have had some experiences 
in building relationships be¬ 
tween anti-imperialist groups 
and organizations from national 
liberation movements, although 
my experience is probably very 
limited compared to the com¬ 
rades from the RZ. I found it 
important, politically and per¬ 
sonally rewarding, sometimes 
frustrating and almost always 
difficult. As revolutionaries from 



guage of the future dictators? 
Shouldn't we take note that 
Commandante Villalobos used 
the occasion of his first public 
adress to the people of El Salva- 
dorto do an organizational self- 
criticism about the killing of 
Roque Dalton? INternal killing 
certainly wreckked the FLP of El 
Salvador, yet they seem to have 


la raison lonno en jon\ 
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foule esclave/ 
debout/debout/ 

le monde va changer de 
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the metropoles, we neither rep¬ 
resent much of a social move¬ 
ment nor have extensive expe¬ 
rience in many levels of strug¬ 
gle. So, on both a strotegic and 
tactical level, there is often a 
wide discrepancy between our 
organization and that of our 
national liberation comrades. 
We can easily feel we have little 


to offer besides certain kinds of 
material aid. Aware of our own 
inexperience and perhaps otour 
own racism or national chauvin¬ 
ism, we tend to agree uncritically 
with proposals that are made. 
In my experience, there are at 
least two major errors in this 
kind of relationship. The first is 
that on a political level, we and 
comrades from national groups 
are all functioning as revolu¬ 
tionaries in our respective coun¬ 
tries. That doesn't equalize our 
struggles, but it makes us com¬ 
rades and creates a basis for 
principled relationships based 
on mutual respect and criticism/ 
self-criticism. The second is that 
we are "uncritical"; rather, we 
reserve our criticisms and do not 
openly struggle them out with 
the other organization. Instead, 
resentment grows and comes 
out abruptly and exaggeratedly, 
often at a critical point. Rather 
than being uncritical, we were 
in fact being unprincipled by not 
struggling the issues out. 
Organizations in the metropoles 
hove to be responsible for our 
own politics and principles and 
for our own security. Differences 
may well arise in inter- organi¬ 
zational relationships, and they 
may or moy not be capable of 
being resolved at a certain point 
in history. If necessary, relation¬ 
ships at an organizational level 
can be terminated, but I would 
not see that as an end of our 
anti-imperialist responsibilities 
nor incapable of change over 
time. Organizations, ours or 
theirs can change. In my own 
experience, I have seen groups 
self-critizise and change In prac¬ 
tice deeply held positions and 
social issues such as women- 
liberation and gay rights. 

Joint projects or putting cadre 
from one group directly under 
the leadership of onother is of¬ 
ten very difficult. Guidelines 
need to be hammered out in as 
much detail os possible. It's my 


observation, thiough, that often 
the handtuil ot cadre involved in 
such a venture could contribute 
qualitatively more to interna¬ 
tional solidarity by staying and 
working in the metropole. That 
may not be true for occasional 
individuals with special skills and 
those are the cases when clear 
agreements are needed. 

7.1 understand that some peo¬ 
ple question the fact around the 
Entebbe aktion as they are pre¬ 
sented by the RZ. I don't know 
who* to make of the self-criti¬ 
cism if the facts ere wrong, so 
for my purposes, I will accept 
them as they are presented. 
First, Entebbe. 

If there was a "selech'on" of 
Jewish passengers, it was anh- 
semitic and needs to be rejected 
by principle people. But I'm un¬ 
comfortable with the RZ's self- 
criticism of anti-semitism. Some¬ 
how, the "specialness" of the 
German people's relationship to 
the Jews and to the holocaust 
becomes the moral basis for 
political support for the theo¬ 
cratic state of Israel. That "spe¬ 
cial relationship" has been used 
by the German state for its mas¬ 
sive support for Israel; Now a 
revolutionary group uses the 
same reasoning to arrive at al¬ 
most (not exactly) the same con¬ 
clusion. That doesn'tseem right. 

It seems to me that progressive 
political people of all noh'onali- 
ties need to reject anh’-semitism 
because it's a philosophy and a 
practice that promotes hatred 
of a specific religious group 
based solely on religion, and to 
some extent, on geneh'es. We 
struggle for equality and an end 
to all forms of discriminotion and 
oppression; we believe Individu¬ 
als should be judged on their 
actions, not their race, sex, reli¬ 
gion, gender choice etc. So, if 
anti-semitism must be rejected 
by Germans, it must equally be 



e'est ]a lutte finale/ 
groupons-nous et demain/ 
rinternationale 
sera Ic genre humain. 


rejected by Americans, by the 
Poles, by the Palestinians. Its 
because it's morally wrong and 
reprehensible, not because of 
the Holocaust. At th a same time, 
I can understand that anti¬ 
semitism may be a more acute 
problem in Germany, while rac¬ 
ism towards Black people may 
be 0 more acute problem in the 
U.S. Yet, certain political and 
cultural principles underlie both 
racism and anti-semitism, and it 
does not surprise me to see the 
growing racist violence In Eu¬ 
rope nor the resurgence of anti¬ 
semitism in the U.S. 

"Bad News" takes the premise 
one step further to justify politi¬ 
cal support forthe currently con¬ 
stituted Israeli state. Again, I 
think the " specialness" is mis¬ 
leading. If it's right for there to 
be a theocratic Jewish state, 
then it's as right for me in the 
U.S. to support it as it is for the 
RZ in Germany. 

For many years. It seemed to 
me that the Israeli actions as an 
agressive and repressive stole 
flowed from its nature as a set¬ 
tler colony. Therefore, the Pal¬ 
estinian demand for a secular, 
democratic state was clearly the 
correct and progressive solution 
to the problem. If it was correct 
for me though, I think it was also 
correct for tghe RZ. And when 
the PNC called for a two state 
solution, I would say it's correct 
for all of us to support that and 


to recognize the reality that the 
Israeli state does physically ex¬ 
ist and the Palestinian state does 
not. Unless the RZ wants to privi¬ 
lege the Israelis over the Pales¬ 
tinians, I think they need to rec¬ 
ognize that the issue is still sup¬ 
port for the Palestinians. Just os 
they can recognize that we on 
the Left should not worry too 
much about" delivering ammu¬ 
nition" to those who are not 
badly armored, so, too can they 
recognize that the Israelis are 
quite well unnored these days, 
and really do not need the R2 s 
support. 

I don't understand the RZ's rea¬ 
soning: so long as Euro-Ameri¬ 
cans cannot eradicate anti¬ 
semitism, Israel as a theocratic 
state has the right to expel and 
repress Palestinians. I know that 
makes it all very simple, but it 
seems to me their underlying 
position. Even, if for a moment I 
accept their terms. Is it true that 
Israel as a theocratic and ex¬ 
pansionist state has secured the 
ability of Jews to survive? If Ger¬ 
many and the U.S. did not give 
massive military and economic 
aid to Israel, it would collaps in a 
relatively brief period. 

Like the RZ, I have been stag¬ 
gered by the strenght of nation¬ 
alism; events in Central and East¬ 
ern Europe hove certainly been 
striking. Yet, under the guise of 
"realism" it seems to me that 
the RZ has fallen prey to pro- 
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found cynicism. While proclaim¬ 
ing that they are not generaliz¬ 
ing their criticism to the entire 
Palestinion liberation struggle, 
they seem quite sure that the 
Palestinians would turn into 
"monsters" once massed to¬ 
gether as a nation state (p.6). I 
assume then, that the R2 also 
cannot support the Republican 
struggle in the North of Ireland 
because victorious Republicans 
would only treat Loyalists in the 
same fashion that they have 
been treated. But is that true? 
Even in the conduct of the arr^cd 
struggle, the Republicans < t. 
keep their targets politicc ^nd 
not sectarian. Mistakes ave 
been made, but they are admit¬ 
ted and criticized. Is that vhat 
the British and the Loyal is do? 
Have the Africans in Zimbabwe, 
Angola or Mozambique treated 
the Europeans the way they 
were treated during the colonial 
period? 

I feel that the RZ and I have lived 
in somewhat different historical 
periods. I know that deep social 
problems continue to exist in 
recently liberated countries, but 
isn't it clear that they could be 
resolved while under foreign 
domination? The RZ is entitled 
to their own political live, no 
matter how insular and particu¬ 
lar to the " specialness" of Ger¬ 
many, but it seems to me they 
verge on wholesale rejech’on of 
an entire historical reality. 

One last word on the issue of 
anti-semitism: I am not ot all 
sure the RZ yet gets it. On p.6, in 
trying to explain howtheir cadre 
could "selecf' Jewish passen¬ 
gers, they invoke "historical 
amnesia and moral disintegra¬ 
tion". Maybe...but maybe the 
reason was anti-semitism, no 
matter how " anti-fascist" the 
comrades were. If you want to 
combat it, you need to recog¬ 
nize it and call it for what it is. 


Second the kidnapping of 
Schleyer. 

The RZ is critical of the hijacking 
of the Lufthansa plane. I agree 
with their criticism. As I men¬ 
tioned earlier, I have publicly 
criticized similar actions before. 
Although the Left's ultimate 
motivations and goals are hu¬ 
manistic, I believe there is some 
truth to the observation that 
violence can dull sensibilities. 
Self-righteousness, a sense of 
terrible wrongs being inflicted 
by the imperialist system, and a 
deeply held conviction thot we 
''e ro fight for the future can 
ometimes lead to the " end 
lustifies the means" philosophy 
discussed by the RZ. I have come 
to believe that it is more likely 
thot "the means will shape the 
end". 

I would also point out, though, 
that several of the most impor¬ 
tant Palestinians organizations 
have also rejected hijacking as a 
tactic. I think it is important and 
principled to point that out. For 


a number ot years, it has been 
the official policy of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee of the PLO that 
extra-territorial actions against 
Israel not be carried by groups 
affiliated with the PLO. So, it 
seems that the RZ's sense of 


revolutionary morality is shared 
by most Palestinian groups. 

8.1 want to make just one more 
comment: on p.8, the RZ seems 
to say that the basis for their 
anti-imperialism was an under¬ 
standing that national libera¬ 
tion and social liberation were 
one unitary process. Clearly, thot 
has not always been true, al¬ 
though I find their statement 
that "the takeover of power 
rather destroyed than devel¬ 
oped the social content of the 
revolution" in almost all cases is 
exaggerated and misleading. 
Did this observation come from 
discussions with the women of 
Nicaragua, Cuba or Vietnam? 

I disagree with the RZ's analysis 
of the basis of anti-imperiolism. 
Self-determination is universally 
recognized as a human right 
and it should be supported on 
that basis alone. I also think that 
the achievement of self-deter¬ 
mination by oppressed nations 
in the post-WW 2 period at least 


temporarily weakened the U.S.- 
led Imperialist coalition and the 
whole model of capitalist accu¬ 
mulation. There may or may not 
be a succesful effort to reform 
that model by the bourgeoisies, 
but that's more our responsibil- 




ity in the metropoles than a 
reflection on the recently liber¬ 
ated countries. Rnally, unlike the 
R2,1 don't believe that national 
liberation " in almost all coses" 
has set back the process of so¬ 
cial liberation. 

The paper raises other issues, 
that deserve comment, and it 
could stimulate discussions 
about the complex issues un¬ 
solved in combining interna¬ 
tional solidarity with liberation 
politics in the metropoles. I have 
neither the energy or political 
clarity to delve into those topics, 
but I will say that I have been 
struck by the continuity of "self' 
determination that underlies so 
many social struggles in the 
metropoles and the "self-de¬ 
termination" of oppressed na¬ 
tions. What any of those strug¬ 
gles have to do with "revolu¬ 
tion" is something we all need 
to figure out both in theory and 



in practice. I am not sure we can 
arrive at an answer at this par¬ 
ticular junction, and I do not 
think we should parolyze our¬ 
selves figuring out "revolution¬ 
ary" strategies. Hopefully, our 
sense of right and wrong, jus¬ 
tice and unjustice is intact, and it 
can guide us in a murky period 
when old theory and strategies 
have proven seriously flawed. 


Alan Berkman, white North 
American anti-imperialist politi¬ 
cal prisoner, April 1992. 
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A greeting message from Ali Jansen, Bernhard Rosenkotter and Michael Dietiker. 

We want to send the International Congress against the World Economic 
Summit 1992 in Munich and you, the participants in the manifestation about 
the political prisoners, our solidary and fighting greetings from prison! 


This manifestation is taking place as a 
part of the forum “500 years of colonialism 
and resistance - democracy and human 
rights in the New World Order”. That leftist 
and revolutionary criticism on the ruling 
powers is thus connected with the terms 
“democracy and human rights” is new 
and uncommon - at least here in the FRG. 
Of course human rights demands con¬ 
nected with political prisoners, with prison 
and repression, within the solidarity with 
the struggle of the liberation movements 
have always played a part. But especially 
the tying together of “democracy and hu¬ 
man rights” has for over 40 years served 
as an anticommunist war term in the Cold 
War. Along with the breaking down of the 
real-existing socialist states the 
propagandistic load of these terms has 
been removed. Because there, where the 
ruling powers lack their old enemy-im¬ 
ages, it becomes possible to reposess the 
real contents of the idea of democracy and 
human rights, and to turn them against the 
destroying circumstances, against the 
despisal of humanity and the destruction 
of the real-existing capitalism. 

But, on top of this new possibility there are 
other, necessary reasons, why the ques¬ 
tion of democracy and human rights needs 
to be a theme in left and revolutionary 
politics. 

One of these reasons is the fact, that the 
collapse of the real-existing socialist states 
had to do, amongst other things, with the 
existence of repressive and totalitarian 
ruling structures, whose extent we out of 
our - fundamentally as right now as then - 
resistance against the imperialist Cold 
War often did not notice at all. 


Another reason is the fact, that national 
liberation movements find themselves in a 
situation where, because of the changed 
worldwide balance of power, revolution¬ 
ary victories like Nicaragua in 1979 can 
now not be carried through against the 
imperialist military power. That is why 
many liberation movements are fighting to 
in the first place end the bloody state of 
war, and to force through basic demo¬ 
cratic structures. 

Another reason for us to change our atti¬ 
tude to the question of democracy and 
human rights, is our own politics, their 
development during the last 20 years and 
the limits that we’ve reached. With the 
current new-defining of revolutionary poli¬ 
tics here, with the questions about the 
social contradictions and struggles in the 
metropoles, however, we see the tendency 
that more and more often there is talk 
about “the people” and “the interests of 
all people”, as counterposed to the de¬ 
structive politics of the ruling powers. 
This we think is wrong and dangerous and 
therefore we want to bring some thoughts 
on these questions in the discussion. 

“Either human or pig 
either survival at any price or 
fighting ‘till death 
either problem or solution 
between that, there’s nothing” 

This was what Holger Meins, prisoner out 
of the RAF wrote in 1974, a few days before 
he was killed by forced nutrition in a col¬ 
lective hungerstrike against isolation and 
solitary confinement. 

It is this implacability, this lack of compro¬ 
mise and consequent militant attitude, that 
has effected the emanation of the fight of 


the RAF and the importance of the fight of 
the prisoners. Notwithstanding political 
contradictions, this consequence, to not 
only name that which is acknowledged as 
right and necessary, but also to translate 
it into practice and then to take up the 
unavoidable confrontation and carrying 
through without compromise, still has a 
rousing and mobilising influence on many 
people. 

It was the aim of the ‘Kinkel-initiative’, 
launched early this year, to break this 
emanation. It is their goal to dissolve the 
political meaning of thefight of the prison¬ 
ers. Against this, the real release of the 
political prisoners can, now as before, 
only be struggled out by a strong move¬ 
ment. The first question thus is what the 
reasons are for our momentary weakness 
and how do we overcome them. 

The attitude expressed in the quotation by 
Holger has undergone a shift of meaning 
in later years, before the background of 
the growing repression and the, until the 
start of the 80’s, growing isolation of the 
revolutionary left. In another passage of 
the same letter Holger says: “fighting 
against the pigs, as a person for the libera¬ 
tion of people: revolutionary, in the strug¬ 
gle - with all the love for live, despising 
death, this means to me: to serve the 
people - RAF”. 

To many people these words, written more 
than 15 years ago may sound anachronis¬ 
tic, like from another planet. And this is 
just the very reason why we refer to it, 
because in this contrast a development is 
perceptible which we have to discuss self- 
critically these days. 

From the revolutionary attitude, namely to 
carry on without compromise and to be 
consequent in the struggle without re¬ 
strictions as a deman to oneself, the words 
“human or pig” -turned into a slogan- 
became more and more a criterion, 
whereby we measured other people, and 
became the way In which we saw society. 


The appeal on one’s own revolutionary 
consequence turned into the “everyone 
has to decide”. And the political practice 
determined from this basis led to an in¬ 
creasing escalation in the struggle. In a 
directly revolutionary situation it can be 
right to determine the armed struggle In 
such a way, as to push forward the polari¬ 
sation as far as possible. But while the 
revolutionary forces are in such a minority 
position as we held during the last 10 
years, armed actions have a different func¬ 
tion. 

The result was that the polarisation 
couldn’t be carried by the left here and 
finally the escalation had to be taken back. 

The question of new starting points for 
revolutionary politics does not Just arise 
out of the necessity of overcoming the 
thus originated isolation of radical left 
politics in social conflicts. Because not 
only have we not picked up the manifold 
social contradictions in the metropoles, 
but also we partly Ignored them by seeing 
the population here in the first place as 
profiteers of the imperialist exploitation, 
and by determining the political practice 
tendentially out of the contradiction with 
this seemingly social unity. 

Nowadays, on the other hand, there is the 
tendency to fall into the other extreme. All 
of a sudden there is talk about “what we 
want with the people and for our country”, 
that against the destructive politics of the 
ones in power “interests of all people” 
should be carried through. Just to quote a 
few examples of the last months. 

But Just as little as there is a uniform 
“metropole-zombie-society” - that can 
only be conquered from the outside- , 
there are no uniform “common interests 
of all people”, that would stand opposite 
to human-hostile politics. The interests of 
people are influenced by their respective 
position in social reproduction-relations 
and by their consciousness about it. There¬ 
fore by no means all are interested in 
ending inhumane conditions. In connec¬ 
tion with capitalist production, Marx de- 
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scribed this already 150 years ago in the 
word: “character-mask”. How much 
clearer it shows itself in our confrontation 
with racist and sexist violence! 

Patriarchy, a central structure of inhuman 
conditions, is surely not contradictory to 
the “interests of all people”: the majority 
of men look upon the anti-patriarchal strug¬ 
gle as a struggle against their interests! 
And even if we would be able to convince 
the growing number of racists in this coun¬ 
try, that their racism is directed against 
their “real”, their “objective” interests, it 
wouldn’t change the fact that the extrava¬ 
gant standard of living in the metropoles - 
the loss of which the racists are so scared 
about - can’t be held upright! 

Just like for us men in connection with the 
power that every man shares inevitably 
through the existence of patriarchal struc¬ 
tures, also in connection with the destruc¬ 
tive standard of living in the metropoles 
the key issue is refusal, the development 
of other needs, the achievement of new 
values. 

The fact, that also in the metropoles more 
and more people are excluded from shar¬ 
ing in the standard of living, shouldn’t 
make us believe that we can easily em¬ 
brace “the interests of all people”. 

The rise in racist and sexist violence makes 
this very clear. 

There are clear criteria for humanity and 
inhumanity; for politics hostile to humans, 
and for what could be human conditions. 
However, the strength of the capitalist 
system is based on the fact that, to a very 
high extend, keep the interests of the peo¬ 
ple bound to it: through the individual 
hope for well-being, wealth, power. 

We have to learn to crush this system and 
at the same time, in the struggle, connect 
the interests of more and more people to 
this struggle, to the achievement of other 
needs and the creation of human living- 
conditions. That means that we should 
overcome the mistakes of the real-exist¬ 
ing socialism -the attempt to determine 
the “objective interests” totalitarian- just 


as we should overcome the short-sighted 
and fake-radikal view expressed in the 
slogan “those not supporting us, are op¬ 
posed to us withoutfalling into the illusion 
of unified “interests of people”. 

We have to learn, how to act within the 
contradictions of our circumstances and 
in order to do that, we have to learn in the 
first place to live with contradictions! Be¬ 
cause exactly in this ability, to live with 
and endure contradictions, lies the 
attractivity of a revolutionary attitude: the 
strength, coming from the suffering of the 
circumstances and from the passion for a 
better life, to take the right and necessary 
steps unperturbed and consequent. 
Instead of, out of the experience of meet¬ 
ing limits, falling into the other extreme, 
what has to be done is to learn critically 
and precisely from the mistake of the past 
and to develop further that what’s right. 

Seen in this way, we can create an under¬ 
standing of democracy and human rights, 
which could become an important weapon 
in future confrontations. In that way we 
can oppose the so-called Kinkel-proposal 
and all illusions of “solution”and “pacifi¬ 
cation”, as well as the myth of superiority 
or even world-wide victory of capitalism. 

At this moment, that means we need to 
succeed in getting Bernd Rdssnerfree, in 
the long run we need to build a strong 
revolutionary movement, for which the 
release of all political prisoners is but a 
step on the road to freedom. 

International solidarity! 

Michi Dietiker, AM Jansen, Bernhard 
Rosenkdtter 

Prisoners out of the anti-imperialist re¬ 
sistance 

Butzbach/Schwalmstadt, June 1992 




i-Racist Action 


ARA Is one of the most active, organized, and Inspiring groups In the 
Twin Cities, and In the U.S. for that matter. It concentrates on local 
concerns while always maintaining an International, radical perspec¬ 
tive. The anarchistic, nonhlerarchlcal way In which they operate can 
teach much to other groups. We thought we'd take a look at ARA and 
what It does and how It operates In this Issue. 

U of M Students say No! to the "White Student Union”! 


by Chris Crisis. 

Late in September racist Tom David 
attempted to organize a racist “White 
Student Union” on the University of 
Minnesota campus. He is known to 
have connections to the Ku KIux 
Klan and neo-nazis in East St. Paul, 
making him a threat not to be ig¬ 
nored. David placed personal ads in 
the Minnesota Daily, trying to re¬ 
cruit students into his Neo-Nazi 
union while trying to initially dis¬ 
claim his racist, nationalist, sexist 
and homophobic agenda. Anti-Rac¬ 
ist Action responded by initiating an 
Anti-Racist coalition on campus to 
oppose David's efforts to organize 
on the U of M campus. The follow¬ 
ing is an overview of Anti-Racist 
activities this past fall. 

Tom David showed us his true 
colors on September 25th when his 
overtly racist, sexist, and anti-im¬ 
migrant opinions piece appeared in 
the Minnesota Daily, espousing his 
empty white supremist/separatist 
rhetoric, attempting to justify his 
ignorance using immigrants and 
“minorities" as a scapegoat for vari¬ 
ous social economic problems i.e. 
high taxes, the recession, high crime 
rates and diseases, which he is ob¬ 
viously using to gain support from 
working class whites who like the 
rest of us feel the pressure of the 
weakening economy. Hitler did the 
same thing in Germany back in '36. 
David clearly contradicted his ear¬ 
lier claims of not being a racist, 
especially when he wrote “If it isn’t 
white, waste it", threatening to even¬ 
tually "Blitzkrieg” the “U” whit his 
racist organization. Too close to 
Hitler for comfort. 


A.R.A. mobilizes at the “U” 

Not wasting any time at getting 
David off campus Anti-Racist Ac¬ 
tion called for an open meeting on 
September 27th to organize as many 
of the student cultural unions and 
indivual students in a united effort 
to stop David's recruiting efforts. 

From 150 to 200 people of widely 
diverse backgrounds came to voice 
their concerns and discuss how rac¬ 
ism and bigotry affected their lives, 
and to decide what actions would be 
taken to oppose the “White Student 
Union” After a couple of hours of 
heated discussion a decision on a 
name was made, thus the spawning 
of the Coalition Against White Su¬ 
premacy (C.A.W.S.). Not shortly af¬ 
ter, the first demonstration was 
planned for the following week on 
campus. The final step was organiz¬ 
ing, which went underway immedi¬ 
ately. 

Students rally against the 
White Student Union 

The demonstration happened on 
October 9th in front of Northrop 
Plaza. The security team showed up 
early to discuss tactics and set up 
the P.A. equipment and banners. 
While we were setting up, Tom David 
showed up sporting a green flak 
jacket, accompanied by six of his 
followers. One of them was identi¬ 
fied as Derrik Schmauker, a known 
Klansman and organizer of the ul¬ 
tra-fascist Northern Hammer Skins. 
One of them waved a forty-eight 
starred “Amerikan” flag. Announc¬ 
ing he’d like to apologize, David 
passed a flier out filled with Nazi 
sarcasm. Taking a place on the steps 


in attempt to intimidate us. they 
found themselves face to face with 
vehement opposition to their pres¬ 
ence, as the security team sur¬ 
rounded them, thus isolating them 
from the crowd. Meanwhile, people 
started to fill the plaza as the speak¬ 
ers started. 500 people turned out to 
let David know that he and his group¬ 
ies were not welcome at the "U". 
Two hours of speakers from various 
student organizations spoke, includ¬ 
ing Anti-Racist Action, the Young 
Socialist Alliance, the University Gay 
Community, Progressive Students 
Organization, and many others as 
well. The demonstration ended as 
the- security team surrounded the 
nazis, causing them to have to move. 
They were escorted off campus as a 
good number of people followed 
them, shouting "Racist, Sexist, Anti- 
Queer; Nazi scum get out of here!!!” 
All the way David feigned victory 
while escorted by cops for protec¬ 
tion. He had clearly lost, and he 
knew it. They were followed all the 
way to their car to make sure they 
left promptly. 

A.R.A. shouts down Tom 
David 

Assuming that David has the right 
to free speech, various student 
groups invited him to debate his 
views in a public forum on October 
14th. A.R.A. was not in support of 
this forum, as there is no justifica¬ 
tion for racism at all. Being ex¬ 
cluded purposely from this event for 
obvious reasons, A. R. A, decided that 
there was no way they would let him 
speak, therefore planning to disrupt 
him when he spoke. A leaflet was 
made inviting people to help "shout 
down" David. Before the debate the 
leaflets were passed out and about 
25 disrupters sat strategically around 
the auditorium in Coffman Union. 
Nearly 300 people showed up for 
the debate. In all there were six 
panel speakers including David, 
each having ten minutes to state 
their platform before debating. David 
was fifth to speak, the only racist on 
the panel. His turn came up and on 
his cue he was assailed verbally, 
drowning out his words. Was he 
furious, and it showed. He barely 










ever got a word in, but what he did 
say Is this “This is, to me, a holy war, 
and I will fight for my race, even to 
the death! I fight not for the masses 
of white men, but for the select few! 

I fight for the Goethes, the 
Nietzsches, and the Beethovens!” 
Meanwhile the audience wich claims 
to despise racism defended David, 
saying he had a right to free speech, 
trying to pacify the disruptive peo¬ 
ple. Failing to realize that “free- 
speech" is not the issue, and in light 
of social conditions in this land, it 
doesn’t apply. It didn't matter that 
much since A.R.A. had accom¬ 
plished what it set out to do, let it be 
known that there is no compromise 
in the fight against racism. There 
was no debate, since David stormed 
out of the auditorium with a police 
escort. By all and any means neces¬ 
sary we will battle the Nazi menace, 
and until the last Nazi is gone, there 
will be no peace. 

David was invited to be interviewed 
on the campus radio station 
WMMMR at 11.00 P.M. on October 
17th. Once again A.R.A. saw no 
point in letting racists propagate 
their sick ideology. That night a 
small group of anti-racists 
assembeled outside the Coffman 
Union (the location of WMMR) to 
demonstrate against the interview. 
In addition to the demonstrators, 
the cops were there on David’s own 
request, as well as David's own se¬ 
curity force, who attacked the out¬ 
numbered and unarmed demonstra¬ 
tors without provocation. Armed 
with nun-chuks, lead pipes, chains 
and a Rottweiler dog the Nazis ended 
up hospitalizing three of the demon¬ 
strators. All the while the cops sat 
back as we got beaten up, then 
breaking up the fight, threatening to 
arrest the demonstrators, which is 
to be expected from cops. 

Returning to the base, there was a 
discussion on what happpened and 
what could have been done instead. 
While arming ourselves and getting 
ready to return in force, we also 
discussed if it was sane to go back, 
and questions were raised if the 
male factor was out on a macho 
violence trip, or were we going to 
equally seek vengeance. It was a 
brilliant talk since it grounded the 
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group and discussed what the plan 
of action would be. Then, pilling 
into the cars, we went back. Too late 
though; as we arrived, David was 
leaving with his police escort. So, 
back to base again, another meeting 
to more fully discuss what next. It 
was decided that there needed to be 
a press conference the following 
day. Volunteers to write press re¬ 
leases worked till dawn getting the 
job done. David’s wanna ^be 
stormtroopers may have beaten us 
physically that time, but they were 
far from defeating us as we were 
able to achieve a lot more than 
senseless violence. 


Ending on a good note. 


Overall, the campaign against the" 
White Students Union" brought 
about a lot of good things. One, ARA 
received a charter as an official stu¬ 
dent organisation at the University 
of Minnesota while David’s group 
remains ineligible for obvious rea¬ 
sons. Secondly, a lot of cooperation 
happened between various autono¬ 
mous anarchist groups pivoting 
around the current rise in racism, 
the final result of this being the 
formation of a Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation. Thus, building the com¬ 
munity, we’re all a part of a stronger 
movement, allowing more room for 
growth through interaction and con¬ 
frontation. 

An emergency response phone 
three has been utilized wenn our 
allies are being threatened by fas¬ 
cists, quickly mobilizing people to 
go to their aid, as has happened 
when Nazis were terrorizing anti¬ 
racists/ anarchists in east St. Paul, in 
which we had to bring our friend 
over to Minneapolis to a safe house. 
Let it be known that " An injury to 
one, is an injury to all" and we will 
defend ourseles and our allies from 
any and all fascist attacks! 




Joel: What’s ARA doing right now? 
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Interview withjonna. a longtime activist in ARA and the Twin 
Cities in general, as well as one fucking cool human-being. 
Interview by Joel, with a groggy chris crisis present. 


Joel: Why don’t you tell a little bit 
about yourself first. 

Jonna: Well I grew up all over the 
place because my mom was a hippy 
artist. She was poor, real poor, so 
we lived in this big red truck named 
Betsy with a dog named Beast. I was 
born in Brooklyn, then we moved to 
living in a tent in upstate New York, 
then we went on the road. We moved 
to Soho, Ohio, on farms, in cities, in 
the forest. We moved here in the 
middle of fifth grade. That’s kind of 
how I grew up. I’m Jewish by herit¬ 
age, which is really important to me, 
to remember my culture, but I think 
the religion is really patriarchal, hi¬ 
erarchical and doesn't really offer 
much empowering, but the culture 
itself does, because it’s a really great 
culture of resistance to fascism. I’m 
queer and I came out when I was 13 
as a raging lesbian separatist and I 
hated men and anything that had to 
do with men, and that led me to 
being a radical activist. Now I’m in 
a pretty longterm heterosexual 
lovership and that is really interest¬ 
ing (laughs). I like him a lot; it’s very 
hard. He is a very good friend, and 
that’s probably why it sometimes 
works. 

Joel: Why don’t you explain a little 
bit about what ARA is and what it’s 
doing. 

Jonna: .Well, ARA has changed a lot 
since its first inception. What ARA 
was was a group of young, working 
class, multi-racial skinheads called 
the Baldies. They emerged as a re¬ 
sponse to a group of Nazi skinheads 
called the White Knights, who were 
organizing in Minneapolis. The 
Baldies wanted a more broad-based 
resistance to the Nazis, so they cre¬ 
ated Anti-Racist-Action. Itdidn;tturn 
out to be very broad-based, though. 

It was very internal and very macho, 
very male dominated. That’s how 
the Baldiesa were, period. But they 
were very succesfull in beating out 


the Nazi skinheads, which is so 
incredible, and they were youth and 
organizing as youth. They held press 
conferences, they did a lot of propa¬ 
ganda, a lot of education, they did a 
lot of great things. 

Joel: What’s ARA now? 

Jonna: ARA now is still a pretty 
youth-based organization. It’s much, 
much broader. Still pretty white but 
there are a couple people of color. It 
addresses oppressions including 
racism, sexism and homophobia and 
heterosexism and class. What we 
are trying to do is understand how 
all these oppressions intersect, per¬ 
petuate each other, feed off each 
other, and in order to fight racism 
we need to fight all the oppressions 
together. ARA has a very anarchic 
way of organizing and working within 
the group. There are queers within 
the group, people from different class 
backgrounds, people who have 
dropped out of high-school, people 
who have their bachelor’s degrees 
and are on to their master’s. The 
level of militancy is still pretty high. 


Jonna: Right now ARA is embarking 
on an incredible adventure v/ith a 
new structure, which I’m very 
hopefull about. We re dividing up 
into three smaller groups so we can 
be more rooted into community ac¬ 
tivism. I think it’s really important to 
be rooted into communities, be¬ 
cause that’s who we are. We are 
accountable to our community and 
our community is accountable to 
us, and it’s where we draw strenght 
from. 

Joel: Where are these communities? 

Jonna: These communities are in 
South Minneapolis, the University 
of Minnesota and the east-side of St. 
Paul. The reason why it’s specifi¬ 
cally the east-side of St. Paul is that 
it s a really large Nazi stronghold. 

So these three groups will be meet¬ 
ing autonomously, but we’ll also be 
meeting as a large group every other 
week to talk about strategy. We are 
going to be caucusing with oppressed 
and oppressor groups and then we 
are going to be talking about things 
like how me, as a queer, working 
with heterosexuals, how do we to¬ 
gether fight racism while still ad¬ 
dressing homophobia and hetero¬ 
sexism. The world is ours! 



Ted Soqui/Impact Visuals 

The LA uprising Is one of the consequences of emphasizing military might at the 
expense of social and Industrial policy. 

















Joel: You strongly emphasize the 
connections and interplay among 
all the oppressions. Why then the 
name Anti Racist Action? Why the 
emphasis in your name? 

Jonna: Well, I didn't choos the name. 

Joel: But a lot of things in ARA are 
geared aroung racism too. 

Jonna: Yeah. Well., my visions are 
always toward complete revolution 
and how to build a revolutionary 
movement, and I feel as a white 
person, in order to'build a revolu¬ 
tionary movement, I really need to 
work on fighting racism cos right 
now genocide is being committed 
against people of color, and that's a 
really big priority to me. Also, the 
group came about and was mod¬ 
elled after Anti Fascist Action in 
England. I would like the group to 
eventually be Anti Fascist Action, 
but I think the whole idea of what 
fascism here in the United States is, 
people don’t really understand it 
yet, and so we really couldn't call 
ourselves that, yet. 

Joel: How did you become involved 
in ARA? 

Jonna: I was in a group called the 
Revolutionary Anarchist Bowling 
League, and we were trying out a 
new structure of breaking down into 
bowling teams, and one of the bowl¬ 
ing teams was an anti-racist bowl¬ 
ing team. We decided that maybe it 
would be a good idea to start ARA 
up again, because at that time it had 
dissolved. One of the guys in RABL 
was also a Baldie- Kierein- So he 
called up some Baldies and we called 
up some other people and we had 
our first meeting together. It was 
also in response to a lot of racist 
incidents that had been happening, 
like Tycel Nelson, who was shot in 
the back and killed by police. 

Joel: ARA has a somewhat contro¬ 
versial stand on violence. Why don't 
you explain it. Why is ARA NOT 
non-violent and what is the need for 
violence? 
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Jonna: Because we believe that peo¬ 
ple need to survive, and that in order 
to survive we need to defend our¬ 
selves and fight back, and to make a 
space where we can breathe and 
live, and create. That often means 
beating people out of our spaces, 
and out of other people’s space who 
maybe can’t do that themselves at 
that time. I think the reason it’s so 
controversial is that it works. It wotks, 
as a tactic used with other tactics. I 
don’t believe that beating up Nazis 
is the only tactic to do anti-racist 
work, but it is a very good tactic and 
we have seen it work really well. I 
also think that a lot of white liberals 
who talk about pacifism can also be 
construed as pretty racist, orclassist, 
or sexist, because of those positions 
of power white middle-class people 
find themselves in. You may not 
ever be in a situation of a physical 
confrontation, but a woman on the 
street who has an attacker upon her 
who wants to rape her, what is she 
going to do, roll over? No, she is 
going to fight back, and a lot of 
people who have privileges don’t 
find themselves in those kinds of 
confrontations, like with a nazi go¬ 
ing, “fucking nigger, fucking nig¬ 
ger!’’ . You have to fight back. 

Joel: I don't think a lot of non¬ 
violent people would have a prob¬ 
lem with a woman fighting back in 
an attempted rape, but what about, 
say, Martin Luther King’s organiza¬ 
tional tactics, organizing broad- 
based movements based on non¬ 
violent strategies, which a lot of 
groups structure themselves around 
nowadays. What is the advantage in 
not denying the necessity of vio¬ 
lence in mass-based organizing as 
opposed to the Martin Luther King 



approach, which almost every group 
in America takes. 

Jonna: Yeah. Well I think the non¬ 
violent approach is kind of unrealis¬ 
tic. I don’t think it works. We can 
look, historically and herstorically, 
at armed movements and we can 
look historically and herstorically at 
pacifist movements and see actu¬ 
ally what works. And also, racism is 
so institutionalized as well as one- 
on - one assaults; we’re talking about 
bringing down a system, and that is 
going to take a really big. armed 
revolution, so you gotta build some¬ 
where. 

Joel: Do you think it’s stance on 
violence hurts or helps ARA in its 
dealings with the community? 

Jonna: I guess it depends on which 
community you talk about. It has 
given us a really interesting place in 
the progressive/radical/liberal com¬ 
munity, where they are either afraid 
of us or don’t take our politics seri¬ 
ously. We’ve become the disposible 
youth. They can ignore us because 
they think we’re not thinking our 
shit out because we are using these 
tactics. It also creates really incred¬ 
ible allies, people who know this is 
the right thing to do because they’ve 
had to do it their whole lives. 

Joel: Like who? 

Jonna: Like people who’re on the 
street. Poor people, of all difTerent 
colors, and women.As far as build¬ 
ing allies with different communi¬ 
ties, it’s really about explaining tac¬ 
tics and really explaining how the 
tactic of violence fits within a much 
broader analysis. I think that the 
more we talk about it, people will 
understand and support and come 
to build'ARA or groups like ARA. 
People don’t quite know what’s up 
yet. 

Joel: It seems to tie in a lot with 
class. The non-violence stance 
nowadays is a pretty white, priviliged 
class thing. Another thing ARA get’s 
a lot of shit for, especially as of laid 
around the University, is the free¬ 
dom of speech stuff. Why don't you 
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explain ARA s stance on freedom of 
speech, because “freedom of 
speech" is such a sacred cow in 
American culture, theoretically. 

Jonna: Exactly, that's the whole 
thing, it's theoretical. The Bill of 
Rights sounds like this way rad piece 
of paper, but that's the thing, it is 
just a piece of paper. The goon 
squad, known as the police, who are 
supposedly defending what's said 
in this piece os paper are just doing 
things for their own good. The whole 
premise free speech is a lie, and so 
we are trying to reframe the whole 
argument. Everyone cries “ freedom 
of speech, freedom of speech" but 
we don’t have it, so how can it be 
taken' away? And even if we did 
have freedom of speech, the power 
of the people in ARA... I mean we 
don't have very much power in the 
social scale in the United States so 
how can we silence anybody? 

Joel: Explain to me your stance on 
freedom of speech, because obvi¬ 
ously ARA is structuraly based on 
everybody having an equal say and 
everyone having the right to speek, 
so that seems to very much be free¬ 
dom of speech, but then on the other 
hand a lot of people in ARA say that 
freedom of speech is a myth. When 
you say freedom of speech is a 
myth, it turns a lot of people off and 
seems contradictory to the actual 
practises of ARA, so if you could 
make that distinction for me... 

Jonna: Sure. The speech that fas¬ 
cists speak is preaching genocide 
and hate, and that is not about free¬ 
dom, that is not about liberation, it 
is about killing people and subordi¬ 
nation and domination and perpetu¬ 
ating hierarchy. The kind of free 
speech I want to be a part of is 
empowering everybody and libera¬ 
tion for everybody and I don't feel 
that by allowing fascists to speak, 
this is going to create true freedom 
for everybody. The people that in¬ 
vite fascists to speak on the radio or 
anywhere, I think that should be 
disrupted and not allowed to hap¬ 
pen because it's not building toward 
true liberation. 


Joel: Where do you draw the line? 
What about misogynists speaking? 
What about statists speaking? 

Jonna: I believe in not letting mi¬ 
sogynists speak, too. 

Joel: But that basically silences 
99,9% of the United States of 
America. 

Jonna: You have to start somewhere. 
We have to start somewhere. It is 
very unrealistic to silence, say, the 
porn industry. But, what we can do 
is encourage men and hold other 
men accountable for their misogyny 
and men organizing together to fight 
misogyny, like men's participation 
in the Take Back the Night march, 
and having a No Pig Zone. I think 
that is a very big part in silencing the 
cops. We can start small, like trying 
to shut down porn shops and boy¬ 
cotting them. 

Joel: I think ARA really hurts itself 
by saying free speech is a myth, 
because in practice ARA is very 
much into letting people have their 
say. It seems to me that the freedom 
of speech issue is a structural thing, 
like what you were saying about 
misogynistic and homophobic 
speech. The whole idea is to em¬ 
power people and shutting people 
up is not going to empower people, 
except for fascists. Fascists are fas¬ 
cists, they are not going to change 
and have to be beaten out of exist¬ 
ence. 

Chris: The whole phrase "Freedom 
of speech" is perverted and trade- 
marked in America, so yeah, it is a 
myth in that you can’t say - 

Jonna: Well, freedom of speech in 
America assumes that we all pos¬ 
sess the same amount of power. I 
mean, here comes the fascist or the 
nazi, and then here comes the per¬ 
son who is going to debate the fas¬ 
cist. It’s assuming we are on the 
same level and we’re not. These 
people (nazis) are white and totally 
valued in this country. They have 
the most access to, and the most 
power in this country. So here I 
come along, this Jewish queer 


woman who is a revolutionary anar¬ 
chist who is supposedly going to 
debate this guy. We do not have the 
same power and within the structure 
of ARA we try to be as non-hierar- 
chical as possible, so within our 
meetings we can experiment with 
the ideas of free speech because we 
can actually debate each other. When 
you are debating a nazi you don’t 
come at it from such an equal posi¬ 
tion. Within ARA, maybe we can 
start to look at it what it actually is 
like to have freedom of speech. 

Joel: So, it is structural. Free speech 
assumes that people start from the 
same social position in society, when 
they really don’t. 

Jonna: Right. 

Joel: Back to the violence thing, to 
jump around a bit. Do you think 
ARA's stance on violence excludes 
you as a woman in any way? 

Jonna: No way! 

Joel: A lot of feminist arguements 
assert - and the University ARA has 
gotten shit from women making such 
arguments - that not taking a non¬ 
violent stance is really macho and 
patriarchal. 

Jonna: I think that it is so empower¬ 
ing for women to have control over 
their physical surroundings and to 
be able to create a space for them¬ 
selves. Sometimes that means forg¬ 
ing it out physically. Women have 
been stereotyped as physically weak 
and that even if we are strong we 
should appear to be weak because 
that makes us more desirable. I 
want to smash those ideas. We can 
be whatever we want to be and if 
that means being physically strong 
and acting upon it then we should 
be able to do that for ourselves. It 
has a lot to do with self- determina¬ 
tion. As far as it being a macho 
thing, working with men and being 
a physical force with men, ARA has 
taken a lot of time out - though not 
as much time as I would like - in 
times of incredible crisis to talk 
about our motivations for action, 
like asking the men, are you clear 


about why you are fighting, why you 
are using that as a tactic, how do you 
feel about not acting as defenders of 
the women in a group but walking 
with the womne as allies and as 
equals and helping the women be as 
empowered as the men already are. 
A lot of women do not grow up 
getting into fistfights with their 
friends or wrestling so again, it's 
about how do we come at things 
from an equal place. I think it’s 
about reframing the entire perspec¬ 
tive. Physical fighting doesn’t have 
to be a macho thing, it can be an 
action creating self determination. 


starting to happen but it's really 
scary. 

Joel: What do you mean? 

Jonna: Like, I'm really good friends 
with people in the group, but I’m 
really scared to put myself out there, 
and I'm so scared of appearing to be 
the nag or the bitch or to be taking 
too much time or turning ARA meet¬ 
ings into a therapy group. I’m really 
concerned about these things, but at 
the same time people are bbeing 
silenced by these oppressions. Just 
by saying to you at the meeting 


mouths and say:"He man, I think 
that's really fucked up". We really 
need to take these risks, we really 
do, and I don't think we take enough 
of them on an interpersonal level. I 
think these caucuses that we'II be 
having will begin to paint that out, 
cos I don't think we know how to do 
that, really. As people we’re so iso¬ 
lated from each other in this society, 
we don’t know how to have healhty 
intimacy and relate to each other in 
a good way. 

Joel: How well would you say ARA 
does this? 



Jonna; 

(again one sentence misses.) 

...balancing internal and external 
(politics) I think we’re moving in a 
good way. The only group that I 
think that worked better was RABL, 
and we were too extreme; we would 
do a lot of internal stuff and it wasn’t 
balanced enough, we didn’t have a 
rhythm. I have a lot of hope in ARA 
and I kind of have a lot of hope by 


Joel: How does ARA go about in¬ 
cluding women in it’s activities, and 
does ARA do it fairly? 


Jonna: (.unreadable....we’re 

sorry, try and get the profane exist¬ 
ence...) 

and no matter how conscious men 
are about being equal, about being 
fair, being nice, misogyny and sex¬ 
ism and all the oppressions are still 
being played out in ARA. But, as far 
as facilitation, as far as putting our 
leaflets, as far as political discus¬ 
sions and arguments, women are 
invited and take a really strong place 
in the group. It is now who we 
become, who we are. Who we have 
become, to have women in leader¬ 
ship positions, helping make deci¬ 
sions. We really try to be collective, 
and since there are women in the 
group, it just becomes part of the 
collective proces.... We take things 
that are " women’s issue" and 
become ARA issues as well. 


Joel: How well do you think sexism 
and homophobia and class is dealt 
with in ARA, and how well do you 
think people deal with it in the 
group? 

Jonna: I think it’s played out in 
subtle and not-so-subtle ways, in 
the ways people listen or don’t lis¬ 
ten or the way we interrupt eachother 
or who's ideas are valued more than 
others. I think that’s really where the 
oppression is played out. I think 
that we are all really scared to hold 
each other accountable on a per¬ 
sonal level within the group. It’s just 


before last that I would prefer you 
saying ‘queer’ instead of ‘gay’ and 
this is why, that was so scary to me 
I was like ‘Oh my god’, maybe I’m 
silencing Joel or maybe he’ll have a 
really hard time with me now or 
maybe he is feeling a lot of shame 
now. It becomes this really big hyped 
up thing, but we really need to do 
these simple things. We come from 
different realities, you know, and 
you may not know, that that’s a hard 
thing for me, and it‘s my responsi¬ 
bility to let you know. Here we are, 
white people fighting racism, fuck, 
we really have to open up our 


defaults because I have to have 
hope in something, but I do have a 
lot of hope in ARA. I mean the 
structure, I have never been in a 
group that's had this interesting a 
structure, to try to help us build 
analysis, build trusts, build inter¬ 
personal stuff, and actually be ac¬ 
tion- oriented and change the world 
we live in. 




☆ 


Joel: What kind of community 
outreach is ARA involved in? 

Jonna: Not as much as I’d like. All of 
our fliers, literature, invites people 
to meetings. I think that’s great. We 
work in coalition with other groups. 
I’d like to see it get a lot broader. 

Joel: What directions would you like 
to see it take, community- wise? 

Jonna: Everything. I guess my pri¬ 
orities are working with different 
communities of people of color, 
becoming an actual ally in their 
struggle for self determination. 


to them. We can do that as white 
people by figuring out our stake in 
white supremacy and fighting to 
bring it down. More specifically, by 
going to the boat landings, by putting 
our bodies on the line...going to 
demonstrations, helping to support 
them in their struggles as well as 
doing our own thing in our own 
community that fights racism. By 
supporting queers bashing back, by 
making a presence at queer pride 
and supporting the self determina¬ 
tion of that community. 

Joel: What are some limits of ARA, 
organizationally and effectiveness? 


tionally and structurally, well, we’re 
not as big as I’d like us to be, cind the 
more people involved the more we 
can do, hopefully. 

Joel: Well, look at this example: We 
are very democratic, but it takes us 
a long time to make decisions. It 
takes us a long time to even decide 
when to have meetings.. Sometimes 
when I’m in the meetings I have a 
sense that this democratic proces... 
I’m kind of worried that it's white 
centered, because I can’t imagine 
some homeboys sitting in our meet¬ 
ings and quickly walking out, say¬ 
ing, this is boring bullshit. 



anti-racist action interview with kieran frazieri 

interview by Joel and Chris I 


Joel: How can we do this? 

Jonna: If I had the map, Joel we 
would have been doing it a long 
time ago. Um, by walking or talk. By 
actually showing different commu¬ 
nities of color that we are a good ally 


Jonna: Well, we grew up in a society 
that taught us to be oppressors, so 
that really limits us untill we figure 
out our oppressor identities and how 
to undo them and to be allies of the 
people that we oppress. Organiza¬ 


Kieran 


Chris: I’s become a debate society. 

Joel: Well I don’t know about that. 
What are your thoughts on that? 

Jonna: Well I don’t think it’s a debate 
society. 

Tape ended here... 


Joel: Why don’t you tell us a little bit 
about yourself? 


Kieran: My name is Kieran Frazier 
and I am in Anti-Racist Action. I 
used to be in the Revolutionary 
Anarchist Bowling League 
(R.A.B.L.). I’m a revolutionary anar¬ 
chist. The main stuff I’m working 


with right now is Anti-Racist Action 
and I just moved to the east side of 
St. Paul so I’ll be part off the east 
side anti-racist action group, i’m 
also part of the Love & Rage projekt. 
I’m a member of the coordinating 
group. 


Joel: What got you invoved in ARA? 

Kieran: It started out. I was an 

anarchist and I’ve always had an 
interest in anti-racist stuff or black 
liberation stuff. When I was growing 
up my parents were leftists, they 
had stuff around the house about 








Malcolm X and Martin Luther King 
and stuff like that, so I was really 
influenced by that. Also, I’m really 
influenced by the stuff going on in 
South Africa in the mid eighties, so 
anyway I was this anarchist with 
this interest in black liberation and 
anti-racist stuff and about the time I 
was about 15 or 16,1 got hooked up 
with some of my cousins who were 
anti racist skinheads and they were 
in this group called the Baldies. Just 
as I was starting to hang out with 
them they were having this big vio¬ 
lent split with the White Knights 
which was a neo-nazi group. I was 
really into the Baldies: I thought 
they were rally cool and all that stuff 
but also because of the politics cos 
I saw them standing up to those 
people and wanted to fight them and 
stuff. So that’s how I really got into 
it, I was in the Baldies and then a 
year later the Baldies started Anti- 
Racist Action. 

Joel: would you explain the struc¬ 
ture of ARA, particularly the cau¬ 
cuses? 

Kieran: Anti-Racist Action is re¬ 
formed now, first I’ll say it’s quite 
different than the first generation of 
it that the Baldies started. It’s defi¬ 
nitely less than half skinheads but 
there’s still some anti-racist 
skinheads in it. We’ve been doing 
some good work now for about a 
year and now we’re in the process of 
reorganizing and one of the ways 
we’re reorganizing is basing our¬ 
selves in the three communities we 


have people doing work in and that’s 
south Minneapolis or the Uptown 
area, the University of Minnesota, 
and the east side of St. Paul. Those 
three different groups will meet 
amongst themselves and work in 
those communities and try to organ¬ 
ize anti-racist sentiments and also 
militant opposition to organized rac¬ 
ists. I think that breakdown will 
make us more bases in communi¬ 
ties. It will make us have to deal 
with regular people and make us 
have to get our arguments together 
better and make us depend on the 
people in those communities for our 
defense. I think it'll make us better 
organizers. 

I also think that one of the problems 
that you have in a group that's mixed, 
that isn’t just all white or just men or 
just wimmin or isn’t just straight is 
that you have this problem within 
the group of different oppressions 
coming up in the group that because 
you know society sets men avove 
wimmin, whites above blacks, it 
doesn’t disappear inside our group 
either so how do you figure out a 
way to make our group as equal as 
we can do it? The way we’re gonna 
try is by having caucuses within the 
groups so that when our group meet 
together wimmin have a chance to 
meet separately and discuss how 
sexism is affecting their group and 
men have a chance to meet sepa¬ 
rately and discuss how they can 
fight sexism within themselves and 
help support wimmin and taking 
more power within the group and 


the same goes for whites and people 
of color. 

Joel: Why don’t you explain how the 
caucuses are set up. 

Kieran: The four caucuses are white 
people and people of color, men 
and wimmin, queers and straights, 
working class and upper class or 
middle class. It’s sort of undefined. 
We don’t know if this will fly yet. 

Joel: Each caucus is going to meet 
after each meeting? 

Kieran: Right, our general meetings 
of all three subgroups are gonna be 
divided into two parts, one of which 
is sort of a strategy session where all 
three sub-groups discuss their long 
term goals and how they’re pro¬ 
gressing. The second part of the 
meetings will be the caucuses. THe 
big group will divide up into one 
caucus for each of those group meet¬ 
ings so that (for example) the 
wimmin would divide up into the 
other and discus things and then 
come back together as a group to 
discuss what was talked about in the 
small group. 

Joel: How effective do you think 
these caucuses will be, especially 
since some people aren’t always 
that clear about identifying them¬ 
selves: say bisexuals or some peo¬ 
ple aren’t sure of their class origin or 
things like that? 
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Kieran: I don’t know how it’ll work, 
it II be a challenge for us I think and 
in some ways it'll make things harder 
but in the long run it'll make things 
stronger. We shouldn't be dogmatic 
about it either, if some kind of cau¬ 
cus just isn’t cos it’s too undefined 
or we’ve having trouble with class 
then we should talk about it openly 
and discuss the problems with it 
and if people are having a hard time 
defining stuff then they can experi¬ 
ment and go to each one of the 
caucuses or the group itself can talk 
about it. I think just because we set 
up a rule doesn't mean that rule is 
engraved in stone or something or 
that our system of organization can’t 
change. 

Joel: How have the internal politics 
been played out in ARA and how 
how do you think this cuacuses are 
gonna effect that? 

Kieran: I feel pretty good about ARA 
in a lot of ways as compared to a lot 
of other groops I’ve been in. I think 
there’s not just one or two people 
controlling the groop: ther's a lot of 
people who actively participate, do 
a lot of work and make a lot of 
decisions. I think, though, that there 
still is white people dominating, so 
there’s some people who think there 
should be just a white anti-racist 
groop, but I think white people domi¬ 
nate and I think men dominate too, 
although I should say that there’s 
some wimmin who play really strong 
roles in ARA and we should support 
that and not deny it. So you still 
have a problem there, just like in 
society white sttraight men tend to 
dominate and I hope this will go 
towards fixing that. 

Chris: Obviously not everyone can 
do make the same decision-making 
and always be there, so what about 
people who can’t be a part of all the 
decision making. Are there other 
fields of interests to them, too? 
Kieran: One thing about ARA is that 
it doesn’t have this hard member¬ 
ship, we don’t have membership 
cards. There is probably a hundred 
people in this city who might 
concider themselves ARA in one 
way or another but there’s usually 
about 20 oeonle at parh mpptfnrj cn 


I think we have to take into account 
that those meetings are our base of 
support and not do something that’s 
gonna alienate (the others). Also, I 
think that people who can’t attend 
meetings have a number ofwaystaht 
they can make their sentiments 
known but I think that the people 
who do participate in the meetings, 
and hopefully with this sub-group 
structure a lot more people will 
participate...just by relating howyou 
feel about ARA to the people who 
come to the meetings, and there’s a 
number of other things. ARA doesn’t 
just have meetings they have other 
stuff, too, like chase nazis and put 
up flyers. 


Kieran: Yeah, help people out. Hope¬ 
fully we'II have some concerts 

Chris: Hopefully stop some fascist 
concerts as well. 

Kieran: We made a flyer last night 
and got it translated into three dif¬ 
ferent languages - Spanish, Hmong 
and Vietnamese. We decided not to 
try and stop the concert at the day of 
the concert so we’re gonna try and 
do this picket a couple of days be¬ 
fore. (the flyer was made up to let 
people know about a concert that 
was organized by a known KKK 
member from the east side of St.’ 
Paul. The bill was to include the 
racist naziband Bound for Stupidity, 
or, umm....Glory? The show was 
called off due to the efforts of ARA 
and members of the community - 
tod). 

Joel: I’d like to talk about your own 
power in ARA. You’ve been around 
for a long time, you’re one of the 
original members of the Baldies, a 
lot of people respect you and look 
up to you. How do you feel about 
your power in ARA, beyond being a 
white male? 

Kieran: I think it all goes together, 
too. I think that because I’ve been 
around for a long time and because 
I’m a white male I think I’ve a 
disproprtionate amount of power 
within the group. So this fucking 
sucks, I think about all the time and 


I try and figure out cos I think that if 
I say I don’t like an idea I think that 
has more weight than if someone 
else said that and that’s a really 
fucking thing. 

Chris: Do people look up to you as 
the leader of the groop? 

Kieran: Sometimes that happens. I 
try and take distance sometimes. 
I’m sure there’s similar problems 
with Profane Existance or with any 
kind of group. I think that one thing 
about anarchists is that anarchists 
try and recognize that htere is a 
problem of people looking to a 
leader: you’re trained to look at 
someone else not yourself. I think 
that it’s important that anarchists 
really try to refuse that role, which 
doesn't mean being irresponsible, it 
means not pretending they have all 
the answers and trying to encourage 
other people to take power, to share 
some of the skills you have like 
writing leaflets or talking to people, 
fighting. That's really important. 

Joel: I notice sometimes in the meet¬ 
ings that you do check yourself and 
I think you do a really good job of it, 
but I also don't always think it's so 
bad to have people who have expe¬ 
rience and have knowledge and you 
have a lot and you're a pretty clear 
thinker. If it's like "Kieran’s not here 
we can’t have a meeting”, then it's a 
big problem, but I don’t necessarily 
think that some role figures are too 
bad and I think that you do a really 
good job. 

Kieran: You know it’s ....so... I don't 
know...fuck, I mean I don’t know.... 
fuck, it feels good that you say that 
but I notice there’s times like I’ll 
catch myself, like someone will say 
‘’Well, what do we do?” and I'll just 
feel like I have to have an answer 
even though I don’t in my head. It’s 
like I always have answers so I 
must have an answer now”, and I’ll 
just spit something out and I’ll be 
like “why did I say that, I haven’t 
thought about this, what gives me 
the right to always think I have an 
answer?”. So I really appreciate you 
thinking that I’m doing a good job 
and stuff but I think there’s totally 
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that mentalitY that sinks in that peo¬ 
ple are depending on you and shit 
like that so you have to constantly 
think of that. 

Chris: Is our interviewing Kieran 
just another sign of people looking 
to him as a leader? 

Joel: That’s a good question and 
Kieran had those reservations about 
it when I first asked him about it. Do 
people call you on it in ARA? Do 
they say you’re taking too much 
power? 

Kieran: Sometimes they do» in dif¬ 
ferent ways. This one member of 
ARA would always oppose anyting 
I said. It got to be so annoying but it 


Joel: It just seems like you're never 
gonna get rid of these power rela¬ 
tions, there’s always gonna be peo¬ 
ple with more experience and 
anytime a newcomer comes into the 
group there’s always gonna be those 
feelings of discomfort and there’s 
always gonna be those who are a 
little more clear thinking and have a 
little more background. These prob¬ 
lems are perpetual. They always 
have to be dealt with. 

Kieran: A lot of communist groups 
recognize the same thing we're talk¬ 
ing about, too, and then they make 
these people the official leaders, 
which means they have a say in all 
kind of things that maybe they don't 
have any experience in and they 


but you know, a few days later I’ll 
recognize it and say: That was really 
good that it happened. The whole 
deal with people who have more 
experience...! have more experience 
in some ways than other people but 
I don’t have more experience in 
other ways than a lot of people. 
Like, we're putting out a zine now, 
and I don't have any experience in 
that, and if I was to dictate how to 
run the zine because I have more 
experience in fighting or whatever, 
that would be really fucked up. 

Joel: How well do you think ARA 
deals with internal things; sexism, 
racism, homophobia? 



was good too, it was mainly just 
because he wanted to question any¬ 
thing that came from anyone with 
some sort of authority and that per¬ 
son sort ofhas some authority within 
the group as well. It was cool, it was 
a hard struggle, and people do...like 
if I say something stupid or if I say 
something sexist I don’t get away 
with it. 


make decisions tor otner people on 
the basis that they have experience 
in one area. I think what revolution¬ 
ary anarchists do, or should do, is 
we see the same things, but we say 
if we really want to change society 
than we have to challenge those 
things constantly, and it gets to be a 
fucking pain in the ass. I really get 
defensive when people criticize me. 


Kieran: I think we still got a long way 
to go but I think it’s something that’s 
on the table. When someone brings 
it up at a meeting it’s not like no 
one’s ever heard of it before. People 
recognize that if that goes down, 
something is going to be said about 
it. It’s still a drag. 

Chris: Isn’t that kinda what the group 
exists for, too? 
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Kieran: Yeah, cos if we're going to 
be truly anti-racist that means con¬ 
fronting those things within us too. 
That's the whole trick of the system, 
they've got this in our head. 'We've 
got a long way to go but there are 
wimmin who play prominent roles 
in ARA, there's a lot of wimmin in 
the group, there’s a lot of queers in 
the group. There's not a lot of black 
people and that’s probably the main 
area, there's a number of black peo¬ 
ple who have come through the 
group. 1 think some of it is because 
it's such a white group. So it’s a 
question, do we think we should 
become a multi-racial group or do 
we think we should be mostly a 
white group that organizes white 
people to be against racism, which 
I don’t think is bad either. We have 
to figure out which one it is. It's a 
weird thing. I don't think we should 
say we’re a white group only cos a 
lot of black folks, like a lot of black 
punks or black kids that are in¬ 
volved in sub-cultures that are 
mostly white will come around to 
something like this before they come 
around to say some black national¬ 
ist thing or like black feminists. 

Chris: So it should be multi-racial. 

Joel: I think class comes into it. 

Kieran: A lot of things come into it. 
One thing that Malcolm X said was 
like this white womyn came to him 
all upset cos she just heard him 
speak and she was like "I really hate 
racism, I want to do something" and 
at the time he told her. Get the fuck 
away from me, I don’t want to deal 
with some crying white student, but 
later he said that what he should 
have said was we need you, we 
need you to go to white people. 

other white people and you need to 
fight racism, cos it’s in our interests 
too. I believe racism is the main 
pillar that makes the US structures 
different from the rest of the world’s 
systems. What holds the US system 
up the most is white supremacy. 
Starting from the very beginning 
with the first slaves in the colonies 
here there were white and African 
slaves. There was no such thing as 


racism in the way it exists now. The 
landowning colonists created an 
ideology of white supremacy. Peo¬ 
ple aren’t born with the shit, they 
created it to divide the white slaves 
from the black slaves... What the 
landowning colonists did is they 
gave the white slaves privileges over 
the black people; they let some of 
the white slaves or white servants 
be the managers of the black slaves, 
they let them get more food.-So 
that s basically what's going on in 
this society, it’s that white people 
are kissing ass to the ruling class 
and getting paid for it. They’re get¬ 
ting little privileges, not much but 
they’re getting a bit. A lot of times at 
work you wonder why does this 
person kiss ass, they’re not getting 
anything from it; they’re just getting 
a little bit. That’s basically what’s 
up. It's that white people are kissing 
ass to this system instead of uniting 
with black people and I think it’s 
really important for people to con¬ 
vince other white people to stop 
kissing ass and to join with black 
people cos black people have torn it 
up in this country a number of times. 



they have burned down sections of 
every city in this fucking country 
and with most black people you can 
have a conversation about hating 
cops or hating your job and it’s just 
natural, people totally agree with 
you. We have to convince other 

white people, especially white work¬ 
ing class people that their interests 
are not with the white bosses but 
with black folks in general. So that’s 
why I think our main job is to be 
convincing black people to become 
anarchists or is it convincing white 
people to become anti-racist. 

Chris: Anti-racist anarchists...Ithink 

there’s a weird thing in middle class 
white amerika. People are taught to 


be afraid of black people and the 
black community and the inner city 
cos that s what the media says... 
crime, .murder.. .death.. .auto theft... 
and I find that right down to the anti¬ 
racist subculture. Say I live on 15th 
and Park or Pleasant and 25th and 
people ask me where I live and I go 
live on 25th and Pillsbury, people 

go Oh, that s a bad neighbourhood, 

when it's not that bad, it’s a neigh¬ 
bourhood, it's where people live 
and are trying to survive and barely 
scrape by, it’s where governments 
and systems pack everybody in, so 
how do we stop that kind of internal 
racism? 

Kieran: It’s a good question. The 
propaganda is thick. You’re totally 
right about the media the way they 
talk about neighbourhoods being 
bad is directly related to how many 
black people live in that neighbour¬ 
hood. That’s how the neighbour¬ 
hood is determined bad or good. I 
think one thing for any kind of white 
person that is into radical stuff - I 
think there’s not enough of this in 
the anarchist community and it sort 
of reflects how white we are - is to 
like if you’re a radical in the US and 
you don’t know about the black lib¬ 
eration movement it’s something 
you should find out about. It’s a 
movement that is... it totally makes 
you appreciate the struggles ofblack 
people. It may break down some of 
the propaganda that the media feeds 
you about black people because 
you see this incredible movement 
in the South starting out in the fifties 
and early sixties. It had all these 
weird infiuences, Christianity and 
pacifism, but they also held huge 
mass meetings in churches. It had 
some real democratic influences, a 
lot like worker’s counsels that a lot 
of anarchists point to in Europe. 
These black folks were making deci¬ 
sions and now the US media holds 
up Martin Luther King but people 
used to scream at him and say "We’re 
not pacifists anymore! ” and all this 
stuff like "We need guns!". There 
were these huge democratic move¬ 
ments and millions of people were 
involved in law breaking, purpose¬ 
ful law breaking in this country. 
Anarchists don t know enough about 
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it, we don't know how to talk about 
it, we don’t have an analysis of it and 
that’s really detrimental to us cos it 
was this huge movement and then 
as the sixties progressed you had 
black bond organizations springing 
up in this country and they had a 
base. They could go and hide the 
projects, they could travel from safe 
house to safe house. That’s some¬ 
thing that white radicals can’t do yet 
cos we don’t have that base of sup¬ 
port. And then the riots in the sixties 
when Martin Luther King was killed; 
there were riots in 160 cities. It 
happened the day Martin Luther King 
was killes so you can't just say: "Oh, 
it was hot, people were pissed ofT’. 
It was a political riot. Martin Luther 
King was killed and cities burned, 
including north Minneapolis. Peo¬ 
ple don’t know about that. You 
shouldn’t turn black people into this 
deity, black people are just like any 
people. They’re fucked and they’re 
good and they’re everything. The 
struggle is so amazing to me. 

Joel: What about other cultures? 

Kieran: I think native struggles are 
especially important in Minneapolis 
cos AIM (American Indian Move¬ 
ment) was bases here, this is where 
it started. 

Chris: They were a counterpart to 
the Black Panthers originally, weren’t 
they? 

Kieran: They sort of modeled them¬ 
selves after the Black Panthers. In a 
lot of ways they had similarities. 
There’s a lot of anti-authoritarian 
sentiment within the Native Ameri¬ 
can community, like Leonhard 
Peltier. I don’t know if you know 
about Freedom Now, the posters 
that said: "Face reality: there are 
political prisoners in the US". Free¬ 
dom Now was basically run by na¬ 
tionalists and white anti-imperialist 
communists and they weren’t rec¬ 
ognizing some anarchist prisoners 
like Larry Giddings and some other 
people and Leonard Peltier said if 
you don’t recognize them you can’t 
use my name. And he’s the most 
famous political prisoner. The rea¬ 
son why is because when he was 

e© 


first in prison the white people who 
supported him most were the anti¬ 
authoritarians and anarchists. I think 
it is really important that we con¬ 
tinue that and learn from that strug¬ 
gle. It's really important to recog¬ 
nize the black liberation movement 
as key to the struggle in the US. It 
was the black struggle in the sixties 
that sparked the white anti-war 
movement, the white wimmin's 
movement in this country. Both 
learned lessons from the black 
movement and put those into effect 
and in every struggle the most radi¬ 
cal part of it is usually the black 
folks. In worker’s struggles it's black 
workers who take things the far¬ 
thest. In the wimmin's movement 
it’s black wimmin who are pulling 
things out the farthest. 

Joel: Do you think the direct demo¬ 
cratic, really slow-paced organiza¬ 
tional structure of ARA is one rea¬ 
son why it's mostly a white orgarii- 
zation? Do you think ARA's struc¬ 
ture is kind of a white middle class 
thing? 

Kieran: I don’t think anarchism is a 
middle class thing, I don’t think 
democracy is, but I think, from our 
experiences, the way we talk and act 
probably has some of that wrapped 
up in it. 

Chris: So it’s kind of socialized? 

Kieran: Yeah, the black people that 
come in there probably feel like they 
have to talk a certain way. have to 
act a certain way even though none 
of us are saying that. It's just that the 
system is so ingrained, I think it’s a 
real challenge. There is an issue 
though of black people organizing 
in the same kinds of ways but I think 
there’s just a real difference in how 
people talk and how people act. We 
have to fight those kinds of middle 
class nicey nice ways of doing stuff 
within our group in order to make it 
a place where black people feel 
comfortable. 

Joel: I just imagine some crips com¬ 
ing into a meeting saying “What’s 
this? You guys are arguing twenty 
minutes and raising hands over when 
the meeting's gonna be!" 


Kieran: It’d be really frustrating and 
I think a lot of people feel uncom¬ 
fortable with raising hands and shit 
like that so you have to figure out a 
way in which you can do it, and 
maybe the sub-groups will be small 
enough that they’ll be able to do it 
another way, but I think it’s really 
true that in these kinds of groups.... 
cos at the Baldies meetings we never 
had a facilitator and people just 
talked, everyone interrupted each 
other, the subject changed with every 
person talking, we couldn’t get any¬ 
thing done or decided on, it was 
total chaos and people just got to 
spit out what they were thinking but 
it didn't get discussed or talked about. 
So I’m all for experimenting with 
different ways of doing stuff but I’m 
just real skeptical of trying to do it 
without facilitators right now be¬ 
cause it justs ends up being really 
non-democratic where the people 
who are the loudest get heard and 
the people who just want to spit 
something out spit something out. I 
think you’re right, people who have 
never been in that type of meeting 
situation will be frustrated by it. 

Joel: Is ARA a revolutionary organi¬ 
zation? 

Kieran: I think for a lot of purposes 
it’s good to not put that out on an 
ARA letterhead or on an ARA sticker 
because I think there’s a lot of peo¬ 
ple who hate racism who don’t know 
what’s up with revolution. I don’t 
think ARA should be a front group 
for anything but I think it should be 
a place, abroad group where people 
from off the street can join if they 
agree to fight racism and also fight 
other stuff and are ready for direct 
action or support direct action. I 
think most people in ARA are revo¬ 
lutionaries and I hope that contin¬ 
ues. 

Joel: Do you think ARA has the 
potential to attract a mass base? 

Kieran: Yeah I think it does. Out of 
all the political groups in the Twin 
Cities right now ARA has the most 
potential. Within the times right now, 
1991, things are not too great on the 
political scene. We don’t have mass 
movements of a lot of people, we 
have mass movements of like doz¬ 
ens of people or like hundreds of 





people and ARA has dozens ot peo¬ 
ple and it’s getting bigger. We can 
mobilize people, we're still learning 
how to but we're one group that can 
mobilize people and I think part of 
that is because the anarchist move¬ 
ment has really tried to build it and 
I think that's really good. Before you 
came here, Joel, there was a lot of 
sectarianism between the different 
anarchists, like RABL, Profane Ex¬ 
istence, AYF and the Youth Greens, 
people really bickering. There was 
this attempt at anarchist forums and 
it ended up breaking up. One thing 
about ARA is like you look around 
the room and a lot of the time you 
see ex-RABL people. Profane peo¬ 
ple, AYF people and Youth Green, 
people, a lot of anarchists, people 
from the different wimmin's groups 
that have happened and non-affili- 
ated people and that's one thing that 
I think has built ARA is that anar¬ 
chists have really come together 
around it and hopefully that can 
continue with TCAF (Twin Cities 
Anarchist Federation) and other 
kinds offormations. Now that we've 
consolidated the anarchist commu¬ 
nity around it we need to move it out 
of the anarchist community and start 
reaching people who don’t know 
who Conflict is. 


"Who is this guy?" Basically I think 
the east side is gonna have to imple¬ 
ment some kind of security. The 
east side ARA may have to be some 
sort of membership organization like 
to be a member you have to do more 
than just show up at a meeting, you 

have to fill out something and we 
have to be able to call your home 
and your boss and make sure you 
are who you say you are. Not like 
call your boss and ask if you’re a 
good guy but find out if the place 
you're working is really the place 
you say you’re working and find out 
who your friends are and stuff like 
that and I think if an organizations's 
gonna be somewhat underground 
and somewhat above ground that’s 
what you have to do and that’s what 
east side ARA’s gonna be like. 

Chris: So should Uptown ARA and 
University ARA also implement 
some security measures? 

Kieran: Yeah, they probably should. 

I don't know how but we need to 
start talking about that. 

Joel: What kind of things do you 
think ^re necessary, organization 
wise, to build a revolutionary move¬ 
ment in the US? 


Joel: You mean there's people like 
that out there? 

Chris: How do we deal with new 
people in the group, how do you 
trust them when they could be infil¬ 
trators? 

Kieran: That's a really hard question 
that I don't have the answer to. It's 
especially hard over on the east side 
of ST. Paul. Every white person who 
wants to join, I’m gonna be like 


Kieran: That's like “the question”. 
For one thing I think there has to be 
a certain autonomy for each group. 
It becomes a fact that if we're gonna 
defeat the system we have to have 
some sort of coordination cos this is 
the strongest military might in the 
world. It snot gonna give up by each 
of us just pecking at it or if it does it's 
just gonna be burning and chaos 
and nothing new is gonna come of 
it. So how do you do that? I believe 



in anarchist, federal forms of or¬ 
ganization. I think what this ARA 
subgroup can be is autonomous, 
but with the same principles. I don’t 
think you have to let everyone and 
their brother join ARA just because 
they want to. If someone's like “We 
should go bash the black Muslims 
because they are racist, too”, I don’t 
think that’s in line with what ARA is 
doing. Those people can do what¬ 
ever they want to do, but they can’t 
do it under ARA’s name. How a 
broader movement can be devel¬ 
oped is by building collectives in 
every city and being part of mass 
movements; anarchists not just go¬ 
ing out there and preaching “anar¬ 
chy, anarchy!" because you don’t 
prove anything to anyone. You don’t 

prove how anarchism works. You 
prove that anarchism works by get¬ 
ting involved in the struggles that 
normal people face and you try to. 
offer anarchist solutions, build 
counterinstitutions that will serve 
people, whether it's shelter or food 
or self-defense. What anarchists 
have to do is teach people how to do 
it themselves. This culture is so 
against people doing anything for 
themselves, it's really a struggle. 

Joel: Do you see anything going on 
right now, any "window of opportu¬ 
nity" that anarchists can take and 
turn into a mass movement? 

Kieran: Yeah, I thinkthere’s a number 
ofmass movements anarchists could 
have a big presence in. In the Twin 
Cities, anarchists are significantly 
involved in only one big movement, 
and that’s the anti-fascist/anti-racist 
movement among whites, and that's 
ARA and some other stuff. I think 
there s potential for anarchists to 
have mass influence in the radical 
women's movement and the abor¬ 
tion rights movement, in the queer 
liberation movement, in the home¬ 
less movement, in environmental 
stuff, in anti-imperialist stuff. If five 
people sat down and said we’re 
going to go into this movement and 
work, there’d abe some potential 
there. 

(a big thank you to Jonna and Kieran 
for their help) 






Racial hatress in Germany - It once started like this 
Antiracist and antifascist resistance in germany 

This article is written by some left-radical antifascist/antiracist people in Germany. The article shall be 
a summmary about the situation here, ifs meant to show the different political methods and 
experiences made by the antifascist/ antiracist resistance in the last two years. Ifs important to 
honour the situation like it is right now, to understand the problems of the left-radical resistance. 

After the realisation of the reunification there was a big run on radical right wing neonazigroups, 
which also meant a rising number of violent attacks against foreigners,gays, lesbians and leftist 
people. In 1991 the discussion to change article 16 of the german statute (concerning refugee rights) 
started, at the same time more and more people started to take part in actions against refugee's 
camps. We don't think this being just a casual event but a result - an intended result - a result of an 
unsocial, capitalistic policy, which needed a valve. Groups of people have to be guilty for social 
problems, unemployment, drugs etc, a very simple picture of an enemy was painted - and a simple 
solution followed: openly fascistic by the Neonazis with paroles like "foreigners ouf and "Germany 
belongs to the germans" and militant and murdering attacks on refugee's camps, homes and on the 
streets, the political parties did it in a more subtil way. they started the debate on the asylum rights to 
change the human rights and they used terms like "flood of refugees" and "refugee of economy". 
They formed the ideological basis for the open fascist attacks. It caused an actively participation of 
usual people in heavy actions against refugees and their houses, and it caused a move to the radical 
right wing parties in elections. The conclusion of the traditional parties was to move to the radical 
right wing stances and to force the asylumdebate inside the parliament. To reach the challenge of 
building a common racist concensus the ruling parties were willing to cooperate with the fascists in 
this way.They need this common racist concensus to force their struggle for EEC'92 and closed 
borders round Europe... Even if it doesn't fit inside it in a good way, they use nationalism and 
neonazism to come forward. 

The role which usual people played, changed in the last year, this can be prooved by some 
characteristic events; 

-In September 91 organised Neonazis were attacking a refugee's homein Hoyerswerda for 3 days 
while neighbours were giving appiaus to them. 

-In Mannheim-Schdnau the people didn't need the organised fascists any more, they decided to 
attack the refugee's home on their own. They also attacked people showing their solidarity with the 
refugees. Neonazis tried to force the racist people to be more active, aggressive. (Mai/June 92) 
-August 92 in Rostock similar to Mannheim usual people start to attack a refugee's home, but the 
number of participants and spectators is higher this time, about 2000-3000 racists who are more or 
less in a way active in attacking the refugee's homes or covering the fascists against the police. The 
organised militant neonazis which take part actively.are verry welcome.Many normal people leave the 
"democratic"way and use heavy violence. The only reaction of the state was no reaction, the police 
had information about the planed attack some days before but didn't react at all.These events are 
only the most brutal form of racist and fascist terrorism,which can be seen on the street, infront of 
refugee camps.The state racism in its end ,is not less brutal.Open racism is followed on a higher 
level, whith new refugee laws, faster deportations and closed borders. 




To prove the fashistic structure of the state, the police arrested and threatened 60-70 antiftishist 
activists in Rostock after a demo against the progromes, while some hundret meters away nazis 
burned down the first flats. Thats what they call "democracy", they use the word to brake through the 
interests of a ruling class, but "democracy' is not the principle of their behaviour. Each radical left 
resistance and revolutionary movement is attacked or gets criminalized and imprisoned.These attacks 
are based on their "democracy".the attacks of the fashists are based on the asylum debatte. They get 
"legalized" because the state does not interfere. Finally the government arrested some of the 
fascists to show the w<ll to do something against this progromes.All political parties condemned the 
neonazis and their actions. 

During the last two years several initiatives were set up by antiracists, challenged to interrupt the 
political developement like it is. In some cities activists and refugees squated churches or parts of a 
university, to keep the refugees save, and to fight for their right to stay in germany. Small efforts for a 
few refugees were made, but most demands were not fullfilled by the government. Many problems 
appeared during the practical work with the refugees. In the coorporation people got confrontated with 
racism and sexism inside their own structures.This caused difficulties in the relation among each 
other.The question about the motivation to work with refugees appeared in the radical left groups. 


The activists who worked on this subject started to talk about their problems at the counter congress 
against the G7 summit in Munich. We hope to get more infos about their discussions and conclusions. 

- Since Rudolf Hess died on the 17.8.1987 a big rememberance demonstration takes place in 
wunsiedel/bavaria every year. It became a meeting point for organised Nazis from alt over the world. 
The different radical right wing groups show unity there. During the last two years more and more 
"usual "gennan nationalists and more and more fascists from all over the world are taking part. Since 
its beginning a big antifascist mobilisation was trying to stop this meeting. In the last years the antifa- 
groups started to pick up the fight against state racism and spreading nationalism,racism and sexism 
inside the society in a broader way. 

The important questions here are: How to organise an antifascist/antiracist self-defence and a militant 
acting? As they are:How to integrate this into the policy of allies? Further questions don’t just 
concern the antifascist/antiracist movement, but the whole movement for revolutionary changes: 
Where are the starting points for revolutionary changes, if it should be more than attacking the 
fescist movemnt or the ruling system? 

-The attacks against refugee-camps are not only on the initiative of Neonazis, but also on the german 
people. The hate of the under classes of the population goes off in racial terror and attacks against 
refugee-camps. The hostile atmosphere and the ill-humour against foreigners and refugee-camps are 
turning into a terroriike progrom. All over Germany, people are forming "citizen-initiatives" against 
refugee-camps and the "flood of foreigners". Since Hoyerswerda activists in the antifascist/antiradst 
resistance are expressing their opinion massively in the solidarity to the refugees and are trying to 
show their own attitude against the radal hunt and terror at the camp. Inside the left-radical 
resistance there are different opinions about the confrontation with racial -terror-doing dtizens. On 
one hand there's the problem, to show the racists their limits dearly and to enforce this with counter¬ 
power or to defence this limit also against the police. On the other hand there's the opinion to avoid 
the direct confrontation, because there's no possibility to fight massively against the radsts, when 
they are doing their racial terror. But there's the opinion to set up the price of the confrontation very 
high and to look for the confrontation with the responsible politidans. 

So there are the questions: How could a confrontation with the radst dtizens look like, beyond the 
opinion to smash the racial terror or to look for "reasons" for a progrom and to explain it instead of 
fighting against it? How can a policy be developed, which names and attacks the political responsible 
lobby and to cut the ground (the states policy, media-propaganda and to work with the fascists) under 
the feet of the open radsm at the same time? 

This dedsion can be made with the showing of perspectives of life,in opposition to the ruling system. 
At the same time the reactionary and fascist forces are the most powerful to "solve" innerpolitical 
problems. This is also the basis, which sharpens the wars on the international level. The revolutionary 
changes have to aim at the drcumstances of life of the people, if the sodal inconvenience, which are 
impressed by racism, sexism and homophobia, shall change, so that a life free of sovereignty without 
oppression and exploitation can be realized. 

For International Solidarity! 

The dignity of the people will live I 

Protest is to say I don't agree to this and that. Resistance is to fight the things I don't agree to. 

The following article is taken from a german leftist newspaper (Artoiterkampf, the issue from july). It 
was written by an Antifasdst living in Mannheim. We add it here, because we think some problems of 
the recent development are pointed out in a comprehensive (and in a fair) way. 


Wc demand the immediate release and 
rehabilitation of Gerhard Boegelein! 


The 22nd criminal division of the Court of Hamburg convicted the 69 years old Gerhard Boegelein to life imprisonment 
at thelSth of May 92. The grounds for the Court were: malicious murder on a former Nazi-judge in the army in the year 


1947. 


This verdict is atrocious in various ways: 

-the same Gerhard Boegelein, now convicted to life, was an active fighter in the 
resistance against German fascism; he refused to obey orders, deserted, joined the Red 
Army and fought on Soviet side against fascism. 

- the Nazi-judge of the army that was killed undersigned between 120 and 170 death- 
penalties in the years ‘43-'45 andremained to be a loyal Nazi even in 1947, 

-the court-investigation was mainly based on research and witness-reports produced 
by a former Nazi civil judge in the banning of the fifties. 

-almost every witness of the state-prosecutor was a dedicated Nazi. Gerhard Boegelein 
himself denies being quilty of the accusation. 

-Gerhard Boegelein was a ctitzen of the GDR until the unifiation of both German states 
and was shortly afterwards forcibly transported to jail in Hamburg, although he was 
seriously ill and not fit for imprisonment. 

The arrest, the ongoing imprisonment since Dec. 1990, the accusation and the verdict 
against this old anti-fascist are unbearable signs of a belated persecution of anti-fascist 
resistance against the Nazi-regime. The trial itself is an example for the post-war 
german attempt to falsify history, making Nazi-criminals into victims and 
people, which actively resisted fascism and made the murderers pay, into criminals. 

We arc outraged and shocked by this verdict and call upon all democratic and anti¬ 
fascist people inside and outside Germany, to intervene for the immediate release and 



Please seitd letters of protest, withyDursignatuie, to the suppoxtgioup Kielhoro/Boegeleiit 

c/o Pro jektgruppe fuerdie verges seitenopferdes NS-regimes.Lindeiiallee 54,2000 Hamburg 20, 

BRD 

Financial support to; 

Solidaritaetskonto Gerhard BoegeleinKonto 1228/128 938, 

Hamburger Sparkasse BLZ 20050550, BRD 







MANNHEIM-SCHOENAU 

HOYERSWERDA IS CONTAGIOUS! 


What’s the difference between Hoyerswerda 
and thepart ofMannheim known as Schoenau? 
First and foremost: Hoyerswerda, in the former 
GDR got national and international publicity 
in the Autumn of 1991 when the refugee camp 
there was subjected to pogrom-like attacks. 
The siege of the camp for asylum seekers in 
Schoenau by a racist mob of citizens, which has 
been going on for weeks now since the end of 
May has hardly been reported on at all: this 
could be due to this kind of thing having 
become “normal” in Germany, or because the 
media has embarked on a course of deliberate 
seif-censorship (for the sake of Germany’s 
international reputation), or even because the 
statenowhasastrategyofdeliberately diverting 
public attention (on “chaotic left-wing 
commandos”) and to sweep the real political 
content, the active racism of ‘ ‘normal” citizens 
under a brown carpet 


suburb ofMannheim. The scene of the crime: 
Lilienthal Road in front of the staging camp, a 
formerbarracks, whereapprox. 250refugees have 
been put up since February 1992 for four weeks at 
a time. The scene; The approximately 40m wide 
entrance is guarded by a police line (In the course 
of the evening more police moved up from inside 
thecamp,whowecouldnotseeatthistime.). The 
perimeter fence has been reinforced by a second 
fence inside the camp; the windows to the street 
have also been covered with wire mesh. The 
occupants, mostly people from war-torn 
Yugoslavia, Kurdistan or Ghana only dare to 
watch the goings on in front of their camp at a 
distance with frightened and bewildered faces. 
The goings on with their mixture of brutality and 
“ normal ity” are more than enough cause for fear. 
About300people of all ages, mainly German men, 
are gathered with racistdeterminationlikeatsome 
kind of “happening”. Here “protest voters” are 


scene usingamovingpolice lineandtookabout 20 
people into custody. This meant that the action 
was moved behind the police lines and the mob 
became angrier. Shouts of “Stasi” were heard 
(referring to the former East German State Security 
force). In this context, this meant something like: 
‘ ‘The police are oppressing “us Germans’ ’ while 
we are (only) trying to express “our reasonable 
and justified” demands. We became aware that 
the mood described here was not limited to the 
Lilienthal Road area when we later took a walk 
through the streets. Two things should be noted 
that signify a break with Hoyerswerda. A direct 
attack on the building did not take place, because 
the police “protected” it. This did not mean 
protection from verbal and psychological violence. 
Furthermore, and that is perhaps for us even more 
serious, there was no need for an organized 
“fascho’ ’ or “hooligan” leadership in Schoenau. 
The German citizen got up and made apublic and 



Other than the lack of publicity there are 
other differences to the events of Autumn 1991. 
However, the similarities are even more serious, 
especially those things which have become worse. 
These can be regarded perhaps as new lessons for 
the Left on the (new) German reality and as a 
important matters for us to discuss. We wish to 
discuss here the actual events, and describe the 
role of the state. It is also worthwhile to talk about 
the reactions, arguments, uncertainties and new 
questions arising from the conflict with real and 
existing racism amongst the Left. 

A racist mob - 
first impressions 

Alarmed by the news of a 
pogrom-like siege of the hall of residence for 
refugees in Schoenau on the night before (see 
below) we drove on Friday night, 29.5., out to this 


holdinga meeting fresh offtheir barstools, coming 
together here as (potential) thugs. “Normal” 
citizens in Bermuda shorts, and leisurewear, cans 
of beer in plastic shopping bags, wobbling beer 
bellies, whole fami 1 ies out for asummer evening’s 
outing. Wheregroupsofthemstandtogether,they 
exude a mood of stupid self-pity and aggressive 
determination: “ We ain ’t got nothing to heat with 
during the winter, and they get breakfast in bed 
every morning”; the police are protecting those 
who rape German women. Slogans are shouted: 
“We don’t want any refugee pigs”, “We don’t 
want any foreign pigs”; An exchange ofopinions 
takes place: “The only good nigger is a dead 
nigger”, “Right on” roars the choir. And of 
course: the inevitable Nazi salutes. 

As the night went on, the mood 
became more and more threatening. Maybe this 
wasduetotheT.V film crewthat had meanwhile 
arrived? In any case, the police later cleared the 


activelyracist interventionofhis own accord. This 
also becomes clear if we describe the history 
preceding the above described events. 

The Prologue 

The Schoenau is a working class 
suburb in northern Mannheim. Traditionally, the 
SPD(Social E)emocrats)and theKPD/DKP were 
always ahead in elections (KPD = Communist 
Party of Germany banned under Adenauer later 
reconstituted undernewnameGermanCommunist 
Party = DKP). The only remaining DKP city 
councillor, Walter Ebert was elected here (The 
role ofthe DKP is described below ). In the last 
state* electionsofApril 1991 however, the REPS 
(neo-fascist “Republicans”) achieved their best 
Mannheim local electoral result with almost 17% 
of the vote in Schoenau. To associate the term 
working class suburb with the typical blocks of 
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rented flats would be incorrect in this case. For the 
most part, you can see here not exactly fine, but 
nevertheless two-storey row houses with a small 
front garden and four or five storey multiple 
dwelling units surrounded and broken upby grass 
lawns. That goes for both theolderbuildings (built 
at the turn of the century) and the new housing 
estates. On the other hand, there are some real 
slum blocks, one ortwo-bedroom flats occupied by 
whole femilies. The Gendarmerie barracks, known 
today as the State Camp for Asylum Seekers 
(“LandesunterkunftfrAsylbewerber”) is on the 
edge of town, but is still mori or less part of the 
scenery. All in all you might normallytalkofa nice 
middle class atmosphere, even if only as a first 
impression. Unemploymentishigherthan average. 
Schoenau also has an above average crime rate, 
which is due mainly to the drugs/dealer and pimp 
scene that can be found here. 

The transit refugee camp was 
rejected from the very outset at least by large parts 
of the local population. Part of their “line of 
argument” was a speedy linking - factually 
groundless but fitting their racist views - of the 
refugees with thecriminal scene mentioned above. 
You could read this line in any edition of the local 
advertisingpaperorinthereaderpagesofthe local 
paper “Mannheimer Morgen” (Abbr = MM). 
Howf^the racist line progressed inthe meantime, 
could be seen from the article published by the 
MMon 9 Apr92 quoting what was probablyatone 
time a left-wing social worker under the headline 
“Successful Youth Social Work at the Point of 
Collapse”. In this article the social worker ranted 
on that the refugees were “working hand in hand 
with the drugs scene.” 

People from the Mannheim “ In¬ 
itiative for a Free City for Refugees’ ’ speak in this 
context of the worsening situation around the 
transit camp being more than predictable. The 
actual spark was however, perhaps very typical for 
the interchange of racism and sexism. 

Things come to a head at the 
end of may 92 

On the evening of 26. May the 
first (as yet smal 1) group of mainly male Germans 
formed in front of the refugee camp. This was 
inspired by rumors of a 16 year old woman from 
Schoenaubeingrapedbyarefijgee from the camp. 
It is true that a rape did take place. However, the 
rapist was not an occupant ofthecamp, but a black 
American from the local pimp scene who had a 
stolen Ghanian passport. This was also made 
public by the police and city officials (in leaflets) 
and also in the media (MM). However, even this 
publicity could not halt the spread of the rumors. 
Everybody was talking about it in the days that 
followed. Mannheim women wrote in a leaflet: 
“The attack (on the camp) was triggered offby a 
rumor whereby an asylum seeker allegedly raped 
a woman from Schoenau. We ask ourselves: 
Whichmanotherwise gets upset abouttheeveryday 
sexual attacks on women in German marital beds, 

* state elections here refers to elections to the 
state parliament of Baden- Wurtemburg, 
Germany being a Federal Republic. 

GO 


children’s rooms or on the streets. Only the 
thought, that a ‘foreigner’ could rape their own 
woman - i.e: could damage their own property, - 
leads German men to stand armed shoulder to 
shoulder.” 

The scenes of 26. May were 
repeated in the following days. The highpoint of 
thisstage was reached intheopen racism displayed 
on Thursday, 28. May after a Fathers’ Day party. 
400 normal citizens laid siege to the former 
barrackslikeapogromoutforlynchjustice. Other 
than the slogans already quoted, the dominating 
moodofthisevening can best besummed upby the 
quote “You lot’ll bum tonight”. The fact that it 
‘ ‘only’ ’ went as far as bottle throwing was probably 
due only to the intervention ofastrongpolice force 
being quickly mobilized (also from other states). 
As, a Christian Democrat councillor who dashed 
to the scene commented: “They want to see a 
sacrificial offering.” (MM 30 May 92) 

This highpoint also saw the 
simultaneous unfolding of an orchestrated 
campaign to play things down by the city officials 
and their pen pushers, making excuses for and 
instrumentalizingthe racist mob. The MM spoke 
of “drunken youths” in their report of 30.5, 
accompanied byalargeaudienceor‘on-lookers”. 

The Mayor of Mannheim Wid- 
der is particularly worthy of mention in this 
context. Widder, together with the Mayor of 
Munich Kronawitter and the North Rhine 
Westphalian politicianFahrtmann (“Grab‘em by 
the collar and chuck ‘em out”) make up the 
spearhead of anti-foreigner bourgeois SPD 
pol iticians, who for example have long argued for 
an amendment to the constitution regarding the 
right to asylum. In Autumn 1991, the Mannheim 
city council with its’ SPD majority demanded an 
amendment to the pertinent Article. 16. 

On the eveningof28. May, Wid- 
derjoinedtheracistmob“tolisten to the complaints 
of the Schoenauerians about the asyl um seekers’ ’ 
(MM, 30.5.) and to reassure them. He did not go 
on this evening into the camp to the threatened 
asylum seekers.. On 29. May the Mayor distnbuted 
an open letter to Schoenau, in which he addressed 
the “disturbed (ouremphasis-vo)citizens in front 
of the State Camp for Asylum Seekers”. In this 
letter hesincerely begged his “dear fellowcitizens, 
both in their own interests, and in the interests of 
the city as a whole to act calmly.” Refugees 
apparently have no interests. In general, the Mayor 
emphasized that he can understand the German 
mob only too well. Not a word condemned the 
events of the preceding days. Moreover, he 
pointed out that he had asked for talks with the 
state to work for an “easing of the situation in 
Schoenau. ’ ’ To this aim, a package of immediate 
measures had been agreed: “Provocations” and 
“noisy disturbances” by the refugees would be 
halted, thegateguardswouldbereinforced. “Camp 
occupants, who do not abide by the regulations, 
will be immediately expelled from the camp. ’ ’ He 
assured the male German mob, that no more single 
men would be allowed into the camp. 

In this way, culprits became 
victims and the victims culprits, just as always in 
a racist German ideology. The letter could be 
summed up something like this: Y ou are right, but 
keep calm, then the state will be better able to 


represent your interests. 

Indeed, one asks oneself what is 
the difference between the Asylum policies 
practiced and planned by the state and those ofthe 
mobonthestreets. IfWidderwerenotMayor,then 
he could at least throw a bottle. Naturally, it does 
still make a difference to the refugees, whether 
they are subjected to the regulated state policies of 
segregation and expulsion or the directly life- 
threatening activities of racist- motivated “nor¬ 
mal” citizens or Faschos. This difference should 
not be overlooked and is very real forthe refugees, 
even if many of those expelled also face life- 
threatening situations (for example if Kurds are 
expelled to Turkey or Iraq). My argument is, that 
on an ideological level, there are real common 
features between the state segregation- and 
regulated entry policies (to acquire the labor force 
needed by German industry) on the one hand and 
the racist German mob on the other. In a nutshell, 
this ideological common ground is to be found in 
the slogan ‘ ‘ Germany forthe Germans. ’ ’ The (for 
now only shouted) “We don’t want any foreign 
pigs’ ’ expresses ifyou turn it around and constitutes 
- so as to speak - the German people’s state from 
below, in the same way as the right to citizenship 
is defined accordingto national origin (A German 
is,who has German blood). Widderexpressesthis 
common ground in excusing the culprits and his 
understanding for the “worries” of the “dear 
fellowcitizens ofSchoenau” (He meant naturally 
theGermans). More precisely: Really the riotous 
racists are not culprits at all in his eyes, rather he 
sees them as victims. The situation ofthe refugees, 
who really are under threat, he does not regard as 
being a point of concern at all. 

On the other hand, he is more than prepared to take 
really brutal action against some persons with a 
German passport. That is those Germans, who 
name the German mob for what it is and who 
declare their solidarity with the refugees. 

Against “Chaotic left wing 
commandos" and "Trouble¬ 
makers” 

It would also appear to be in the 
state’s interest, aside from the common ideology 
with - and all understanding for the German 
citizens’ mob, to ensure thatthe everyday reality of 
racism in Germany gets as little publicity as 
possible. This was already the trend since 
Hoyerswerda and was to be observed in the 
tendency forreports about racist attacksto disappear 
from published media. This, even though anyone 
can see that in reality the opposite is the case as is 
shown by the crime statistics each state publishes. 
This meant that the police had to “clear the area” 
in front of the barracks, even if this was done in a 
relatively tame way accompanied by pleas for 
understanding: At the beginning of any night you 
could see the pigs chatting in a relaxed way with 
the citizens’ mob. 

The police actions against the 
leftsolidanty withtherefligeeswere incomparably 
harder. From 2. June onwards, mainly Frankfurt 
anti-racists organized vigils in front ofthe refugee 
camp. These anti-racists were attacked verbally 
and physically by the Schoenau locals right from 




the first night. When they defended themselves, 
the police intervened and arrested those people 
demonstrating solidarity. This was repeated on 
the following nights. Widder, the city 
administration, the pigs and the media constructed 
newculpnts - “chaotic, left-wing commandos”, 
trouble-makers” and “polit-rockers’ ’. The entire 
local population ofSchoenau weredeclared victims, 
who had to ward off the violence ofthe renegades 
fi-om elsewhere. The demo planned for 6. 
June was attacked on these lines. This 
criminalization of anti-racist protests could be 
followed in the reporting ofthe MM fi-om 3. June 
onwards. Atthesametime the pogrom atmosphere 
in Schoenau didnotexistanymore even as “drunken 
youths”. 

Several things can be seen as 
proofs that the ensuing two weeks of slanderous 
attacks and violent repression by the state and its’ 
propagandists were not the result of the bmtal, 
image-seeking and power- craziness of a few local 
barons(This description certainly fits Mayor Wid¬ 
der, but who in his position does it not fit?). 
Moreover, much would indicate cold- blooded 
political planning. IfMannheim-Schoenauhasto 
become “public knowledge” - which certainly 
would always be the aim of any demo - then the 
public wereto beserved upadifferent version than 
the real “scandal” of the racist citizens’ mob. 
Otherthan fiomthe reporting oftheMMdescribed 
above, this can also be seen fiomthecriminalization 
strategy practiced by the city administration and 
police in connection with the first demo planned in 
Schoenau for 6. June. This demo was planned to 
show solidarity with the refugees and protest 
against the racist siege. 

Even as late as Wednesday, 3. 
June, an official of the responsible city office told 
us that the demo would probably be authorized 
(We are old acquaintances), even if not in the 
Lilienthal Road directly in fi-ont ofthe camp. On 
Thursday, however, we were told that now not¬ 
hing was certain, because Mayor Widder had 
made the whole thing a matter for the “boss” to 
decide. In other words, if not before, then fi-om that 
time on, the matter was discussed political ly at the 
highest level. In the course of 5. June, we were 
given to understand, that a demo in Schoenau 
would be prohibited. The actual prohibition order 
came at about 15 ;(X) hours, that is at a time when 
even had all participants wanted to, a national 
mobilization could not have been reversed. A 
protest against the prohibition order was defeated 
in the first court of appeal on Friday evening. 

An attempt to conduct a “de- 
escalation” talk with the police leadership was 
brusquely turned down on Friday evening. The 
police leadership were firmly behind the Mayor of 
Mannheim in this. In order to avoid a disaster in 
Schoenau, wediscussedconductingaspontaneous 
demo in the city center on Parade Square, should 
the prohibition orderbe upheld by the second court 
of appeal. We could not really be aware at this 
point, that a police beating party was already 
planned, regardless of where we held a demo. 

In the course of Saturday, 
however, this did feet become more than clear. 
Several attempts to again make contact with the 
police leaders failed duringthe morning. The first 
t 2 ilk in the “Leaders’ Bunker” (so termed by the 


police) at about 16:00 resulted in absolutely not¬ 
hing, except the statement that all demos were 
prohibited for the entire city ofMannheim and that 
this prohibition would be enforced. At this point 
we were already tryingto re-route the peopleatthe 
road-blocks to the city center. Typical for what was 
planned, and for what the police had obviously 
been prepared for long in advance was the remark 
ofa police officer at one road block: “Yeah, drive 
on down to the Parade Square, we’ll put you on 
parade all right.” In the “Leaders’ bunker” a 
statement was given out that they regretted the re¬ 
routing ofthe demo to the city center, because they 
would have had the situation “better under 
control” if the demo had gone ahead in the 


(relatively remote) Schoenau. What was meant by 
that was madeclear by the police chiefGrenztrupp 
five minutes before the police held their beating 
party. TheMayorofMannheim’slackeyanswered 
verbatim to a pertinent question that he wanted ‘ ‘ a 
military solution”. In the ensuing police attack, 
that started without any further ado and that was 
carried out with drawn tmneheons, but no not 
shields (as was characteristic for the entire affair), 
the first people to be beaten up were those who had 
already withdrawn fi-om the Parade Square. I have 
seldom seen anyth i ng to compare with the bmtal ity 
that came next. People were chased into doorways 
and beaten up for minutes on end, the pigs 
hammered down on peoplewho were falling over 
each other trying to get out, doctors rushing to 
provide help were shoved away.. For three hours 
a faceless beating machine was in operation. On 
this day there were over 140 arrests, more than 
twenty were injured, some seriously. 

It is however, more important 
for me after describing these events to stress the 
political planning involved, that showed again in 
the media reports after the demo. These talked of 
“rioting in the Mannheim city center”, the police 
were alsocnticized nowand again. The racism in 
Schoenau was either left out completely or 
mentioned as an afterthought Asapointofself- 
cnticism, we have to admit that we also failed to 
bring our message about the racism in Schoenau 
over publicly. 


The scenario described above 
repeated itself similarly over the next few weeks, 
as feras the events on the Schoenau were concerned 
and also the demo planned for there on 13. June. 
A particularly revolting example for the openly 
repressive atmosphere still deserves especial 
mention. In the best German tradition, the back 
room boys at the MM could not resist printing line 
for line, the complete list ofnames and addresses 
of al 1 those who had sought permission for the 13. 
June demo to take place. A demo that had in the 
meantime been again banned This was really 
nothing less than a call for lynch justice. 

On 13. June itself a state of 
emergency was in force in Mannheim. Police 


banricades had been erected on all entry roads, 
meat wagons were set up at appropriate tram 
stops, at the barricades, on the streets and all 
around the railway station, which was surrounded 
by police. A left-wing pub was also stormed by 
police. 300 people were held in Karlsruhe in a 
convoy that was coming to the demo Many 
comrades were stopped on the motorways and 
forced under threat of arrest to turn back. 

In view of this situation, it is 
certainly a success that we were able to hold a 
small demo of approximately 300 people in a 
neighboringsuburbtoSchoenau andaround 2500 
of us demonstrated in the city center. The support 
and welcome given to the larger demo especially 
in the part of town lived in by mainly foreign 
people was also good. 

Nevertheless, we must not 
overlook the awful situation that anti-racists are 
in, of which Mannheim is currently exemplary 
The position is to be between: a spreading racist 
social consensus(see here for example, thequesti on 
of asylum), a sometimes active, but unorganized 
racist citizens’ mob (see Schoenau or 
Hoyerswerda), state repression (the police could 
have come down even harder also on 13. June), 
and organized, active faschos (who - luckily- have 
not made any relevant intervention in Mannheim 
as yet, this time). In all of this, we have yet to find 
a way how we can work politically with the 
refugees. 



Probably, no one has the answer 
as to how to deal with this situation and there is 
much to discuss on this point. That has become 
clearer in Mannheim, than it was in the, what was 
forus moretheoretical, debateaboutHoyerswerda 
And that leads us to the discussion, that the 
developments sparked off in Schoenau amongst 
the left. 

Left reactions 

‘ ‘We want to show the men and 
women in the refugee camp our solidarity (...) Our 
political goal is also to disperse this German mob 
and to drive them off the streets. Admittedly, this 
involves only intimidation, we are not going to 
change theracistthoughtpattems ofthe population 
by this (...) It must be made clear that racism can 
not be practiced without personal risks. ’ ’ This is 
how Frankfurt anti-racists formulated the task in 
hand in a leaflet entitled: “A call to drive the 
GermanMobfi'omthestreetsofSchoenau.” This 
leaflet was also intendedto mobilize fortheb. June 
demo. 

Amongst other things, these 
sentences were cause for argument amongst the 
Mannheim left, in which it appeared to be about 
mainly form things - location ofthe demo, timing, 
nationwide or local mobilization? However, 
questions about content and arguments about the 
matter itself developed fi-om these form things. I 
want to try to portray these arguments here, 
because it is a discussion that will probably have 
to be had elsewhere in connection with anti-racist 
politics. 

One can see such sentences as 
those quoted above as being “hot air’ ’ for several 
reasons. Firstly, we werecertainlynot inaposition 
with our relatively weak forces to drive off the 
racist mob fi-om in fix)nt of the camp every night, 
especially bearing in mind that Schoenau may 
well notremain an exceptional case forthe future. 
Secondly, it is n’t everybody’s thing, who we 
hoped to win politically for this goal. In this 
respect, the wording might work here rather off- 
putting. The Frankfurtians are also to be criticized 
for just announcing this leaflet along with a demo 
planned for 6. June at a meeting in Mannheim 
without leavingany possibility for ajoint resolution 
beingpassed after discussion. This meant that the 
wholethingseemedveryelitistand imposed fi-om 
above. This made discussions about content more 
difficult, which would have had to have led to a 
joint concept for action, even taking the pressures 
of time into account. 

That the demo on 6. June was 
only supported by very few Mannheim forces, that 
is not to say individuals, also had something to do 
with this behavior. Equally though, there was a 
disagreement about content. This became clear 
for example over the question of whether, one is 
allowed to call the mob a mob. That, so was 
argued, was in the end politically non- viable, 
because one had to take into account that many 
Schoenauerianstoo wereaffected by social misery, 
cuts... and political work also had to start here. 
This meant that any criticism should be directed 
first and foremost against the unsocial policies of 
the state. A demo should not be directed against 


the Schoenauerians - no one had demanded this in 
such atotality-and should therefore nottake place 
in Schoenau, but in fi-ontofthepolitical addressees 
(city center, city hall). Other than the rejection of 
the demo location, the timing ofthe demo was also 
criticized. 6. June was too soon, simply because 
what was called for in advance ofany demo was to 
mobilize with book stalls, public meetings, etc 
along the lines of the “real” problems also in 
Schoenau. In general, more time was needed to 
mobilize successfully. 

This last argument came however, from the very 
people, who during the Gulf War were able to 
mobilize (large) demos within a matter of days or 
even on occasion half a day. So the argument is 
about something else. I want to bend the stick 
some here; Whereas the GulfWar was about an 
imagined threat of the German fi-ont garden, the 
racist siege however, was launched fi-om the 
German fi-ont garden. Behind these - admittedly 
abbreviated - polemics, lies a difficulty inherent to 
all anti-racist and anti-fescist politics. The typical 
‘Them’ and ‘Us’ pattern (‘Us’ being always the 
‘people’ in their entirety) simply does not fit here. 
The Left has to face much more complex and 
complicatedsocialrelations,pailicularlyinacountry 
with a past like Germany has. Of course, there is 
much still to be worked on in this area and much 
to discuss. 

However, I am concerned here 
with the perspectives, under which this discussion 
has to be held. It is simply a question too ofthe 
angle that you take and how you see it. In this 
respect, it is much more important to me to 
mobilize politically against the dumb mob in fi-ont 
of the camp, than any cuts. Anything else leads 
only to a mixing up of culprits and victims, and 
excusing the culprits, whereby racist structures 
appear only as a side issue. 

Another leaflet demonstrated 
very well what kind of warped optics can be used 
in approaching this issue, which moreover was 
written in this case by people who supported a 
demo in Schoenau. The layout included the grand 
headline “Rebellion is justified, but not like 
this! ’ ’ And then: ‘ ‘The stupidity and cowardice of 
some Schoenauerians attempts to turn their anger 
about the way things are against those who are 
weaker is despicable.” Still it is “despicable”. 
However, what is the point here of referring to the 
“anger about the way things are”? As if the 
culprits really wanted to express that and not their 
racist values. As always, the culprits here appear 
as corrupted victims, who have to be brought back 
on to the straight and narrow. “There is a wide 
choice of enemies; real estate agents, bosses, 
politicians, banks, police, etc.” That may be, 
however what are we to do, if the people have got 
it firmly into their heads, that they want to live out 
their rebellion on racist lines? Practice political 
social work with active racists?? Dear sisters and 
brothers! “Not like this! ” Discussion is not only 
justified, but also necessary! 

Political social work is 
something one could leave up to the DKP, being 
as their sole representative on the city council, 
Walter Ebert, happens to have been elected for 
Schoenau. Unfortunately, this party makes your 
hairstandonend. For a whole week, the party did 
not say anything at all. Well not quite Ebert did 


give out a press release, nothing to do with the 
Schoenau events, just on the problems of rising 
rents in general. Then, they did brink out a special 
edition of their local paper “blickpunkt” 
(viewpoint). “ City, state and the federal 
government must find atlast asolution to the social 
problems of Schoenau! No state of siege and no 
prejudices against the Schoenauerians.” This is 
how the party paper addressed the “dear fellow 
citizens of Schoenau” (We have heard this 
somewhere before ). “Insults and threats against 
foreign citizens” was condemned, however, oh 
dear, the real culprits are to be found elsewhere; 1 
‘ ‘We reject the blanket insults ofour area as being 
racist and attempts by outsiders, to teach our (!) 
citizens lessons, maybe even using violence.” 2. 
“Politicians and company bosses want to use 
scapegoats”. 

Are wereally supposed to discuss 
this? A fiiendly suggestion: Try joining Mayor 
Widder. That is better for both our nerves and 
yours. It would also gather the forces for you 
somehowmuch more toyour liking, fi-om the point 
of view of political alliances. 

And in Schonau? 

The situation has been defused about as much as 
the racist siege of the refugee camp started 
unexpectedly. The mobhas withdrawn behind the 
police barricades, albeit not so large as before. 
However, now we see “normal” citizens hanging 
around the camp armed with clubs. From another 
comer of the camp, cars drive by with occupants 
shouting racist slogans swearing revenge; “We 
will get you”, is one slogan. Ifjust two ofyou go 
outforawalkinSchoenau,thechancesarethatyou 
will get beaten up, which has happened to us. 
Moreover,thecampcanobviouslyonly be protected 
fi-om attackbyamassivepolicepresence. Probably, 
you will hear more fi-om Mannheim. And if not 
fi-om here, then fi-om elsewhere. It is real bad, to 
have to write it like this. However, we must face 
up to this in our actions, our discussions and our 
politics. Unfortunately. vo., Maniilicijii 




Die Moorsoldaten 
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Hler In diener Oden He<de 
let das Lager aufgebaut, 
wo wlr fern ron Jeder Preude 
hlnter Sfacheldraht verataut. 
Wlr Sind die Moorsoldaten .. 


Auf imd nieder gehn die B3ei)en, 
kelner, kelner kann hlndurch. 
Plucht wlrd nur das Leben kosten, 
rierfach 1st umziunt die Burg. 

Wlr Sind die Moorsoldaten ... 


Morgens zIehen die Kolonnen 
In das Moor zur Arbeit bin. 

Graben bel dem Brand der Sonne, 
doch zur Helmat steht der Sinn. 

Wlr Sind die Moorsoldaten ... 

Helmwarts, helmwirts Jeder sehnet 
zu den Eltem, Welb und Kind. 
Manche Brust eln Seufzer dehnet, 
well wlr hler gefangen slnd. 

Wlr slnd die Moorsoldaten ... 


Musik ; RudI Goguel 

bearbeltet von 
Manns Elsler 

s 

Text t Johann Esser und 
Wolfgang Langhoff 


Doch fUr uns glbt es keln Klagen. 
ewig kann*s nlcht Winter seln. 
Elnmal warden froh wlr sagen : 
Helmat, du Mstwleder mein. 
Dann zlehn die Moorsoldaten 
nlcht mehr mit dem Spaten 
Ins Moor I 


This song was invented in the Concentrationcamp Bdrgermoor 2 near 
Papenburg in the north of Germany. It was brought to the Czecho¬ 
slovakia, where german Antifascists picked it up immediately. This 
song became a symbol for antifascist resistancein Germany all over 
the world.It was composed in 1933 for acultural meeting of the priso¬ 
ners called "Zirkus Konzentrani". It was supposed to show the 
ideological and moral power of the comrades wWch gave them power 
against the SS. Prisoners who were moved into other camps, spread 
the song, in ashort time it became a well known song in Concentra- 
tioncamps. Ernst Busch sung the song of the "Moorsoldaten" during 
the Spanish civil war inside the International Brigades. 







































































This article is a report on gay and lesbian life in Cuba. We think it is important to publish this, for a 
number of reasons. In the first place, we think Cuba and it’s people deserve our solidarity, especially 
in their current difficult situation. We also think that this should be a critical solidarity, and that 
criticisms should openly and frankly be said. 

There have already For a long time been criticisms on Cuba’s policy towards gays and lesbians. A lot 
of this is correct. The point is, however, that these criticisms are also often used (by white 
heterosexuals!!!!!) to block off solidarity. 

What we find good about this article is that the author has went directly there, and spoke to people. 
This opens up the way for mutual discussions, and includes the possibility to change the attitudes 
of the Cuban leadership you criticize, without disrespecting the Cuban people and ignoring the many 
changes for the good the revolution has accomplished. 

This has also been done by European comrades a few years ago, which proved to be very productive. 
After several harsh discussions, a group of people decided to go to Cuba with a Queer brigade, to 
discuss and to help in a building project. This led to new insights, for both groups involved. The Cuban 
people they talked with learned a lot about their macho and church-dominated views on homosexuality, 
and the Europeans also learned a lot. Like that, up to the revolution, Cuba was one large brothel for 
rich white U5 homosexuals and male homosexuality is still associated very much with colonialism, 
poverty and prostitution. 

We think that critical solidarity, as shown in these examples, is absolutely necessary and that your 
own position in that should be very carefully analysed. 

'JA lot of changes are happening' 

0 jail wa waro, working Ui a really supportive , 
atmosphere, ^e merit mherever me manted to go, 
talked to mliornever me manted to talk to. from 
counter-revolutionary to pro-revolutionary—a 
really mlde range of official and non-offlclal 
people. ^Ve had access to legal records and all 
kinds oj things. 

J7l lot o| changes are happening In Cuba, ^or 
example, the natloiial sex education program 
docs education about homosexuality In a positive 
may. Ot s a government-funded program that edu¬ 
cates doctors, mental health morkers and teachers, 
nihey recently started putting this Into the na¬ 
tional teacher training program to make teachers 
more supportive mhen gay students need to talk 
mith them. Hthcy are also talking mlth therapists to 
get families to do therapy around supporting and 
accepting their kids or other family members if 
they are gay. 

Uoth gay men and lesbian momen are more visible 
than mhen 3 visited tmo years ago. Tihere are tea 
houses mhcrc youiigcr lesbians and gay men hang 
out. nihe a tmosphere Is very open. Everybody knoms 
that's mhere the gay people hang out. Hthey are 
basically left alone. 0 didn't hear of any cases of 
gay bashing mhlle 0 mas there. 

oo 


1}y Sharon J^ijllng 

[Sonja Dairies is a Lesbian political ac¬ 
tivist who recently returned from Cuba, 
where she spent sicc months with Vtfefet 
Dow conducting research for a book on 
lesbian and gay Life there. T/ic following 
are excerpts of an interview with her by 
Workers ^orld reporter Saul JCanowitz 
in San {Jrancisco June 29.1 

^hcfi me asked Jor visas from the Cuba Jnterest 
Section In ^aslilngton, T).C.. me said It mas to 
research lesbian and gay life In Cuba. T^hey said 
great. It mas an Important tiling to do. and they 
manted to help. 

^hen me got to Cuba, someone from the Central 
Committee of the Communist CParty put us ui 
contact mlth people jrom the many mass organi¬ 
zations. nrhey mere all milling to discuss the gay 
Issue mlth us and to help us out. nihcy mere also 
really milling to acknomledge that prejudices still 
exist and that there had been some hard things 
that had liappencd In the past. 



Cofrirnunist liavG Hits irioblle disco and 

one weekend tlicy brouglit it to tlicgay bcacli. Some 
straight man started harassing tills gay man mho 
mas in drag. The gay man merit to the police and 
told them—and the pollcearrested the straight guy. 
There Is a play about a friendship betmeen a gay 
man and a young communist straight man, mlilcli 
ran for four months. Tt's all about the prejudices 
that this young communist has against this gay 
man and liom through discussion they become 
friends. 3t mas revlemed in the paper and the radio, 
mlilch said It mas a realty Important play because 
it dealt mltli people's prejudice. 

Then there mas an art shorn sponsored by the 
JTTT)3 Information bureau that me sam In J?lprll. 
Dt mas basically this very homoerotic art about 
people mlth JTTT)S in this |3id)lic gallery. 3 malked 
In there and mas completely blomn a may, mlth all 
the stuff here around tlie Tsiatlonal Endomment for 
ihe J^rts and the censorshiji of liomoerotlc art. 

Dn terms of mhere homo|jhabia stems from, the 
general sentiment Is that hofnophobla has existed 
for centuries, that it mas part of tlie Spanish 
colonial heritage and the Catholic Church—tilings 
that have Influenced many aspects of Cuban 
society. The gay people 3 intervlemed mere really 
clear that mhile the leadership and people in the 
government have been Influenced by the 
homophobic culture, it's not tliat the revolution 
Itself Is liomophoblc—or that socialism is Inher¬ 
ently homophobic. 

There Is no lam against homosexual acts, no 
"sodomy" lams. The first revised penal code after 
tlie revolution dldamay mith the "sodomy" lam but 
made It Illegal to "publicly demonstrate your 
homosexual condition." Tn 1987, the penal code 
mas revised and that lam mas tliromn out. There Is 
still a lam against aggressively pursuing a homo¬ 
sexual relationship mitli someone mlio doesn't 
mant one. Q-lopefully, this lam mill be tliromn out 
soon. too. Tlopejully. that lam mill be thromn out 
too. 

There Is no lam against gay people being In the 
Communist Tarty. Jt is more a matter of prejudice, 
mhlch Is really changing Someone mho Is gay mas 
just elected to the Central Committee of the Com¬ 
munist Tarty of Cuba 

TVhlle me mere there, the Union of ):;oung Commu¬ 
nists had a congress and during a discussion on 
JTO'DS, a ()sychiatrist said lliat efjemifiale boys 


should be counseled to change so that they didn't 
have family problems, njllma Espln, mho's the head 
of the 3^deratlon of Cuban TVornen and a member 
of the Council of State, Interrupted and challenged 
him. She said this Is completely the mrong ap¬ 
proach. TVe don't need to mork on changing people 
mho a re homosexual but accept them and mork on 
our omn prejudices. TVe need to make lesbian and 
gay youth feel accepted mlililn our ranks. 

!Jor someone mho Is so public and so Identified 
mlth the revolution to be saying that Is very 
exciting. 3t shoms that's the direction they are 
going. 

Teople feel really strongly that gay people shouldn't 
be discriminated against. TVhat's most Important 
Is that this Is In the context of a society that Is 
basically very humane. 

To rtie, gay liberation Is about a lot more than gay 
rights. Qa\j rights are Important. TVe all benefit 
from them. Tut tliey don't give us housing or health 
care or education or any of those things that are 
basic human rights. Cuba does recognize those 
fights, of a person Is sick In Cuba, you don't have 
to morry if you can afford treatment or not. 

To frie things like these are really Important, like 
tlie fact that the Cuban government Is fighting 
racism and sexism on a concrete basis. 

3 feel me need to connect all those things, ^ay 
liberation Is about fighting racism, classlsm, all 
these things. That Is the reason that 0 have almays 
supported Cuba as a lesbian and just as a human 
being. 
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What happens to a 
dream deferred? 

Does it dry up 
like a raisin in the sun 
Or fester like a sore — 
And then run? 

Does it stink like rotten 
meat? 

Or crust and sugar over— 

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load. 

Or does it explode? 

— Langston Hughes 


LA: The Fire This Time 


Mike Davis 


CovertAction: What happened in Los Angeles? Wasot 
a riot, an uprising, a rebellion, an insurrection, and why 
would you term it one or the other? 

Mike Davis: I think the majority of the participants, 
particularly the youths who started it, see the events that 
began on April 29th as a rebellion. When I was at a meeting 
of the Crips and Bloods in Inglewood in mid-May, it was 
referred to as a slave rebellion. Although the term “riot” 
doesn’t have negative connotations for me as a labor his¬ 
torian, I think the wishes of the people who were the motive 
force should be honored. 

In any case, you can’t reduce the events to a single 
essence —one major characteristic or identity. LA was a 
hybrid social revolt with three major dimensions. It was a 
revolutionary democratic protest characteristic of Afri¬ 
can-American history when demands for equal rights have 
been thwarted by the major institutions. It was also a major 
post-modern bread riot — aii uprising of not just poor peo¬ 
ple but particularly of those strata of poor in southern 


Mike Davis is a labor historian and author of City of Quartz: Exca\>ating 
the Future in Los Angeles (New York: Vintage. 1991). The interview took 
place in late May 1992. Photo: Ted Soqui/lmpact Visuals. Los Angeles 
uprising. 


California who’ve been most savagely affected by the re¬ 
cession. Thirdly, it was an inter-ethnic conflict — particu¬ 
larly the systematic destroying and uprooting of Korean 
stores in the Black community. 

So it was all of those things at once and issues of rage, 
class, and race cannot be separated out. Sometimes they 
coalesced, sometimes they were parallel in time and space. 

CAIB: Is it ironic that a revolt against racism manifested 
itself in one of its aspects as interracial violence? 

MD: No, it has, of course, happened before in the riots 
of the ’60s. When Martin Luther King came to LA in 
August 1965, right at the end of the first Watts rebellion, 
he was initially confused about the causes. But after talking 
to people on the street and having some some pretty 
straightforward confrontations, he decided that it was a 
class rebellion: “a rebellion of the underprivileged against 
the privileged.” Those were exactly his words. And he 
acknowledged that the two targets of it were first of all the 
police and White institutions and secondly. White-owned 
stores. So in August 1965, by and large. White people 
themselves were scarcely attacked. 

In those days the grievances that really fueled the attack 
on the White-owned stores were a little different than now. 
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For instance, many of the White-owned 
stores then were owned by Jewish-Amer- 
icans — some of whom had good relations 
with the community. 

The real target of peoples’ wrath in the 
’60s was the credit stores, the kind of place 
where you’d buy a bed on time and end up 
paying the price of a new car. Because they 
lacked access to major retail centers, ghet¬ 
to residents were forced into a form of 
debt peonage. 

This time the contradictions are dif¬ 
ferent. The issue centers not just on high 
prices (although you’ll hear that), but 
above all on abusive treatment of Black 
customers. Of course, the grievance 
which I think lay heavier than Rodney 
King’s beating on the hearts of many 
Black youths was the murder of Latasha 
Harlins by a Korean shopkeeper in LA. 

I say murder because I can see no other 
word for the act of shooting her in the 
back of the head. 

CAIB: In addition to the differences in 
targets, what other differences and 
similarities are there between ’65 and ’92? 

What about the racial composition, the issues, and the 
numbers of people involved? 

MD: What the district attorney’s office, and probably 
the city attorney as well, have been doing is trying to paint 
this as the action of a criminal fringe. They are both law- 
and-order Democrats who have their eyes on the attorney 


This is the biggest domestic 
repression since the Nixon era. 
Federalized within 48 hours of 
the first explosion of anger, it 
represents a new model of 
urban counterinsurgency. 


general’s office in Sacramento. But they, along with all the 
Republican candidates in this state, as well as other born 
again law-and-order Democrats like Mel Levine, are echo¬ 
ing the 1965 McCone Commission on Watts in claiming 
that there are no valid reasons for taking to the streets. 


Yet, after the McCone Commission came out, UCLA 
researchers spent a long time doing detailed surveys in the 
community, and what they discovered is that far from it 
being the action of a criminal fringe, the 1965 rebellion was 
extremely popular. At least 22,000 people, they found, took 
an active part in looting, burning, fighting the police. 
Another 50,000 to 60,000 people were passive bystanders 
in the streets cheering them on. So you had maybe 75,000 
people involved. I would say that at least twice that number 
took part in the recent rebellion — probably with the same 
ratio of active particpants to passive supporters. 

Of the first 5,000 people arrested, 52 percent were 
Latino and only 39 percent Black. So it’s clear, at least to 
the extent of the looting and some of the arson, that this 
was as much a Latino as a Black rebellion. And in order to 
understand that, you have to comprehend the severity of 
the current economic crisis in Los Angeles. It is an obvious 
linkage that the media have almost never made. Although 
they talk about gaps between haves and have-nots, what 
actually fueled this outbreak is not a general structural 
trend, but a specific economic condition: we are in the 
worst recession southern California has seen since the ’30s. 
And the only account of it that you tend to get in the papers 
concerns unemployed aerospace engineers. 
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people couldn’t buy things like milk, diapers or bread for 
three or four days. There was a huge pwwer shortage and 
everybody’s food spoiled. People who didn’t want to were 
absolutely forced to loot. 

CAIB: Many Central Americans who’ve lived with war 
know that when there’s a chance to get food in a situation 
that chaotic, you need to grab it, because there’s no telling 
how long the breakdown will continue, and in the mean¬ 
time you and your family could starve. 

MD: Absolutely. I observed the looting in several areas 
very carefully, and I sj>ent hours among the looters. There 
was tremendous enthusiasm for athletic shoes, obviously, 
but particularly in the MacArthur Park area, people went 
for basic necessities. I saw people who looted and then 
watched them take a carload of food and diapers and 
distribute it among their neighbors in the tenement apart¬ 
ments of the Central American area west of downtown LA. 

CAIB: What have been the repercussions of the uprising 
for Central Americans? Have there been large INS [Im¬ 
migration and Naturalization Service] incursions into the 
neighborhoods, deportations, or any other evidence that 
the INS has taken advantage of the situation? 

MD: Definitely. What’s happened is absolutely terrify¬ 
ing. First of all, from a very early point, the repression itself 
was federalized and federally driven. 

Mike Hernandez, the progressive Chicano councilper- 
son representing MacArthur Park, asked very early on for 
police protection for Latino store owners. The response: 
his area was the last to get any kind of police protection. 
Instead, by Friday (the rebellion started on Wednesday) 
1,000 INS and Border Patrol (the latter drafted from as far 
away as Texas) poured into the area and set up command 
posts at 3rd and Vermont and MacArthur Park. They’ve 
already deported nearly 700 people. 


It’s been a vicious, disastrous recession for the newest 
trata of immigrants from Mexico and Central America, 
vhich is why the worst looting outside the Black areas 
)ccurred in the largely Mexican eastern half of South 
Central LA, and in Central American immigrant areas like 
iollywood and the MacArthur Park area. 

Of course, another thing that’s different from ’65 is that 
geographically, the affected region is at least twice the area 
)f the 1%5 riot and curfew area, even extending tentacles 
nto White middle-class areas. Undoubtedly, although you 
lid have some opportunistic looting —yuppies in BMWs 
ind a whole variety of people —the main force driving it 
vas a need for consumer goods and necessities. A lot of 


From a very early point, 
the repression itself 
was federalized 
and federally driven. 


In my Nation piece [June 1, 1992, pp. 734-46], I mis¬ 
takenly said that these f)eople were accused of looting, but 
it now turns out that large numbers of the deportees were 
never charged at all. (Those against whom charges were 
lodged are still in custody at the INS detention center on 
Terminal Island and County Jail.) The roundup has broken 














Police brutality cases have been endemic in Los Angeles for decades. In 
1982, after he accidentally hit a police car, three deputies beat this man 
in front of his w/ife, children and grandparents; his head required 53 stitches. 


up families and sent terror through the Central 
American community. Many of those arrested 
were simply day laborers standing on the same 
corners they always stand on, people just 
caught on the street, even a 14-year-old men¬ 
tally retarded girl who was deported to 
Mexico. In direct violation of Los Angeles city 
policy, the LAPD assisted the INS and the 
Border Patrol. INS agents were being taken 
around by the LAPD in police cars, supposedly 
as translators. 

Very clearly, the INS and Border Patrol have 
used the uprising to vacuum up people in the 
community. More than just taking the oppor¬ 
tunity to deport large numbers of people, they 
have used the situation to instill fear. It’s been 
a reign of terror followed by political attacks 
not only on the Black community, but to a 
surprising degree on Central Americans. 

If it’s true that the Bush administration is 
divided between “softs” and “hards” on urban 
issues, the “hards” are really hitting on the 
immigration question. In LA, a number of 
right-wing Republicans campaigning for office 
have singled out the immigrants. Very early on, 
the Justice Department claimed that a third of those ar¬ 
rested were illegal immigrants. Although the figure is 
simply not true, it was bandied around by every right-wing 
political figure. Even some of the supposedly liberal 
Chicano leaders tried to distance themselves from the 
Latino looting. Despite the fact that thousands and 
thousands of Mexican immigrants participated, some of 
these leaders blamed it on Salvadorans who are “refugees” 
and not “real immigrants” like Mexicans. 

But now, as a direct result of the backlash, the struggle 
of the Guatemalans (the second largest Central American 


The INS has used the uprising 
to vacuum up peopie 
in the community. 

It’s been a reign of terror. 


group in the community) to gain temporary protected 
status [TPS] is totally defeated. The Salvadorans, the 
largest group, have been given an informal one-year exten¬ 
sion of their temporary protected status by the Bush ad¬ 
ministration. Bush sent a letter to Salvadoran President 
Cristiani saying: Congratulations, they can stay here for 


another year and then we’ll see what happens. Because the 
agreement is not legally binding, the 75,000 Salvadorans in 
the neighborhood across the street from me are now totally 
hostage to how the backlash develops. 

Because they sense that they’ve become the most vul¬ 
nerable scapegoats, the Central American community is 
rushing to register voters, to encourage people to become 
active in local politics and to make alliances. That is the 
silver lining in this huge shock to the Central American 
community. 

CAIB: That leads us to ask who benefits and who loses 
in an uprising like LA? In ’65, the Black Panther Party was 
formed in the wake of Watts, but it in turn was crushed by 
the massive government repression of COINTELPRO and 
other operations. Do you see patterns like that emerging? 

MD: Of course. In a period when the majority of the 
Democratic Party is no longer available as a reformist 
instrument and New Deal liberalism is virtually dead, non¬ 
violent social disorder is about the only way that you can 
put the survival issues of the community on the agenda to 
address the continuing daily economic and literal violence. 

This rebellion is going to produce very mixed results: 
On the good side, it has further politicized the gangs. 
Political consciousness always existed in the sense that 
members, many of whom were sympathetic to Black 
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TOI ITATJOn ^ATAOL units WfiOni n/UlTONi o.t.f. 

•usjiCTi OTAicsA safcty sn^oanatVon 

DURINQ TW* AAtT IrffD:. PtSHlEAf ©T THt FAK DtS TIA« HAVI AtCtlVlS 
XMTOAnATlQN FAOn 3 SC^AAATK ACLZAS.C tNAQAnANT OANfl lANSCAS ON 
TMACC SIAAAATC occasions. ALL TmKCI WKf AAO« PJFFIA£NT 0ANJXS-(2 
CAlFf ANC 1 9LOOO). <ALL THW AcClATI SASICALLY TMI fAnf 
INFOArUTlON, 

THIY say that TH£ CAlFf AND SlOOCS FAON Twt WJSINO FAOJICTS 
HAVI UNITIO UNCCA THt DIACCTIOn ANO LlAOtRlHlA OF hUSLinf. 

TKlAt MAVt MEN THAfC UFAAATf HtlTlNOI tfHCAl SOTX SAnOI WIAS 
tH ATTIkSANCCi 1/1/92 In THC JOfkOAN OOUNf. 1/4/92 XN THI 
XnFEAlAL COUATt AMO ON 9/7/T2 IN THt NtCKtASON OAAOCNt. 

THIS INFO WAS COt^lAnCO AY t.F.I* OCFUTItl UNO SUAVtlLLtO ALL 
THAIS rcrriNQt. TKSY SAW SLOOOt ANP CAIFI PASI9IP IN THSIA 
•ANO'I eXDAt HAN6XN0 OUT TOOCTHCA. THIY NUniSACC ANTWHtAK FAOH 
•OQ-SOO. AOSiriONALLY, ON S/t/9t, AN FAN OtS UNIT fTOFPIO A CAA 
FILLIP WITH 3 OAAFC ITAIfT CFIAI OACIfCP DOWN IN TWIN AUAAlS 
•ANO COLOAS PA7V2NO OUT OF T^ NICKIAtCN tAAPlNl MUCH IS A 
KOOP NIIOhSORHOOP. T>« SANO rcrJCAS TOLP THI OIS PIAUTIII THAT 
THIY (CRiAt) CAN 00 INTO ANY HOUSINO AROJICT NOW AS THIY HAVE 
CALLIP A .TRUCS. THIY SAiP THAT THIY OltN't ASQUT OTHiA 

•ANOS »UT ALL OF THI HOuSlNO FROJICT OAnOI HAVE UNITIP. 

THE INFOAHANTI'i STATtO THAT T»« AU^Ott OF THIU NCITINSS HAS 
kin to PiVtLOA ITAATCSY AND TACTICS FQA KiLLiNO COAf. THEY 
•AIO THAT THE HUSLinS WANT TO TAABCT COAI THEY AAt HOST 
W^NSAASlE* fAllCH IS Wi^ THEY ARE LEAVINO THE STATION HtAPCP 
home. THEY ALAN TO FOLLOW A COf FAOn TM STATION AND DO THin 
away FAOn THE STATION. THE SANQ'S LlAPEAS NOWT/fR, WANT TO PO 
AANPOH ANO SAORAOIC INIFINO OF C^t IN THE FIIlP.. THEN, MSN 

♦«lR arrives, they will eet up nn Ansutn for tmw. sti..l. otvsr 

•ANO MhSERS WANT TO HAKE A SIMCR STATEHCNT iV 0 /CRTAKIn6 AnP 
•tUlNS A AOLICE STATION. THEY SAY TM^T THEY MVf HORS OUNt ANP 
WC AEOAlS at any OXVIN TINE THAN THE STATIONS NAVE INSIPS THE 
station OUAINS NORHAL SUilNSSf HOURS. 

they said that the SANOf WANT TO WAIT FOR THE RILITARY TO AlUL 
OUT AMP FOR T»S AOLICE TO RITUAN TO NOAHAL OFSAATIONS (III i 
CAR RCSAONSINS TO CALLS WITH ONLY 1 OR t 60AS IN THE CAR) 
SCFORf THEY START THE •WAR*. THEY SAIP THAT FOA 


According to the LA Coalition Against Police Abuse, this document, circulated within the LAPD, was disinformation reminiscent 
of the FBI’s COINTELPRO and was designed to undermine African-American organization and justify extreme police tactics. 


nationalist ideology, understood the relentless logic of how 
destructive gang warfare was becoming. But until the 
rebellion, there was never an opportunity for the First 
person to take the step toward stopping the cycle. 

The rebellion offered that possibility, and what we’ve 
seen since has just been astonishing. We’re talking about 
meetings and gatherings of hundreds and hundreds of 
Crips and Bloods, five, six, seven hundred at a time. 
Recently, these have been violently broken up by the 
police. But, even if the truce breaks down, for most of them, 
being a gangbanger is no longer the thing to be. Now the 
thing to be is, in some sense, a liberation fighter. 

Various internal groups have influenced this process of 
politicization. There are original veteran gang members 
who were politicized in prison and elsewhere and who 
represent a kind of post-Panther revolutionary Black poli¬ 
tics. The Nation of Islam has also been very important 
(Louis Farrakhan is probably the only national figure most 
youths pay any attention to). It played a very constructive 
role in promoting gang peace. But they all know they’re 
under attack, and they all know that provocations are being 
made. 


CAIB: Have there been instances of infiltration of the 
gangs or of agents provocateurs fomenting trouble? 

MD: One of the major establishment critiques of police 
conduct has been the failure of LAPD intelligence to fore¬ 
see the magnitude of the rebellion or the coalescence of 
the gangs. Both Willie Williams, the new police chief, and 


Even if the truce breaks down... 
being a gangbanger is 
no ionger the thing to be. 
Now the thing to be is... 
a iiberation fighter. 


ex-FBI, ex-CIA director William Webster, head of the 
commission investigating LAPD conduct during the rebel¬ 
lion, have emphasized beefing up police intelligence. In 
practical terms, this strategy is not so much a matter of a 
romanticized policy of deep cover infiltration of the gangs, 
as simply a ruthless escalation of police pressure on pa¬ 
thetic drug users who are friends or kin of gang members. 
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By spraying one gang’s color over another’s, members of the LAPD Instigate friction and 
possible violence among rival gangs. 


One of the most cost-effec¬ 
tive tactics for mass-produc¬ 
ing snitches is the so-called 
“reverse buy,” where police 
act as drug dealers in order to 
entrap customers, who are 
then offered the choice of 
serving hard time or becom¬ 
ing informants. Indeed, the 
“reverse buy"’ is a cornerstone 
of the attorney general’s 
“Weed and Seed” program 
now being implemented in 16 
different metropolitan areas, 
including Los Angeles, Atlan¬ 
ta, Chicago, and Washington, 

D.C. It is also, of course, 
morally obnoxious and in¬ 
dicative of a full-blown police 
state. 

In the meantime, the 
LAPD and the sheriffs are do¬ 
ing everything possible to dis¬ 
rupt the gang unity process. 

Under various pretexts, they 
have attacked every mass gathering, arresting scores of 
youths, usually for trivial offenses. The gangs, however, 
have refused to be suckered into violent confrontations 
with the police. They are acting smart, keeping their focus 
on unification and peacemaking. This response, of course, 
only further infuriates the police, who seem to fear gang 
unity above all else. 

An incredible amount of obvious police disinforma¬ 
tion — much of it reminiscent of COINTELPRO — is currently 


We shall soon see police 
departments with the technology 
to put the equivalent of an 
electronic bracelet on entire 
social groups. 


in circulation. The sheriffs, in particular, have leaked an 
“intelligence report” that claims, on the authority of anon¬ 
ymous informants, that the Crips and Bloods are planning 
an assault on a police station as well as ambushes of in¬ 
dividual cops on their way home from work. Appended to 
the report is a crudely drawn leaflet proclaiming: “Eye for 
an Eye-Let’s Kill T\vo Cops.” 


The sheriffs’ document also categorically states that the 
Crips and Bloods are acting under “the direction and 
leadership of Muslims” (presumably Louis Farrakhan’s 
Nation of Islam). This conclusion suggests that local, and 
perhaps federal, law enforcement agencies are exploring 
an all-embracing conspiracy scenario that links gangs, ur¬ 
ban unrest, Farrakhan, and perhaps even certain Colom¬ 
bians and Iraqis. 

CAIB: In LA, we saw the police and government use a 
high level of technology in intelligence gathering and re¬ 
pression techniques. What was the role of this increased 
sophistication, and what can we expect in the future? 

MD: The mass arrests following the rebellion have de¬ 
pended upon the combined information processing capa¬ 
cities of the FBI and local law enforcement. In particular, 
the comprehensive databases on Black and Latino youth 
which the LAPD and sheriffs have been constructing over 
the past decade have been augmented by the FBI’s exper¬ 
tise in analyzing video and photographic evidence. 

It is now clear that one of the mam functions of the ‘anti¬ 
gang’ dragnets such as the LAPD’s Operation Hammer has 
been to create a rap sheet on virtually every young Black 
male in the city. Data are not simply being kept on people 
arrested, but rather people are being detained solely in 
order to generate new data. 
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T«d SoquI/Impact VtouaJt 

Police Chief Daryi Gates, who will be retiring soon under pressure, has been 
challenged for his handling of charges of systematic police brutality and riots. 


Thanks to massive street sweeps, the gang roster main¬ 
tained by the LAPD and sheriffs has grown from 14,000 to 
150,000 files over the last five years. This accumulation has 
allowed the District Attorney, Ira Reiner, to make the 
hyperbolic claim that 47 percent of all young Black males 
in LA County are active gang members. Needless to say, 
these files are not only employed in identifying suspects, 
but have also become a virtual blacklist. Under California's 
recent "Street Terrorism Enforcement and Prevention 
Act" (STEP), for instance, membership in a gang, pre¬ 
sumably as proven by inclusion in one of these databases, 
can become a separate felony charge. 

The large-scale nocturnal operations mounted after 
midnight by the police and National Guard have been 
based on two sources: the "We Tip” public hot lines which 
have supposedly generated a thousand fruitful tips on 
looters and arsonists, and, of course, the police informa¬ 
tion banks on gang members. In the guise of searching for 
stolen property, the feds have been looking for the 
thousands of stolen guns. They haven't been very success¬ 
ful in that or in finding the 400 stolen police uniforms. 

In my area, at the edge of the MacArthur Park Central 
American community, they were sweeping through the neigh¬ 
borhood, knocking on doors and walking right in. They have 
arrested people for sitting in their living rooms and not being 
able to produce a sales slip for their TV or couch. 

In addition, the FBI has joined with the j>olice in making 
unprecedented demands that the media and private indi¬ 
viduals surrender every single negative and every inch of 
video tape taken during the rebellion. 


The cops, of course, have tried to 
impress everyone with their speedy 
identification of the youths supposedly 
responsible for the beating of the White 
truck driver. But the real threat of these 
massive new databases and information 
technologies is not their role in a few 
sensationalized instances, but their ap¬ 
plication on a macro scale in the man¬ 
agement of criminalized populations. 

In Los Angeles I think we are begin¬ 
ning to see a repressive context that is 
literally comparable to Belfast or the 
West Bank, where policing has been 
transformed into full-scale counterin¬ 
surgency (or "low-intensity warfare,” as 
the military likes to call it), against an 
entire social stratum or ethnic group. 
This means that virtually every member 
of the "terrorist” population is "man¬ 
aged” by the police in some fashion, 
whether through literal imprisonment or through new re¬ 
strictions on freedom of movement and association. The 
effect is as if a permanent state of martial law were im¬ 
posed on specific neighborhoods or sections of the city. 


In LA, we are beginning 
to see a repressive context that 
is literally comparable 
to Belfast 
or the West Bank. 


The implications reach further than LA— emerging 
technologies may be used to suryeil and control entire 
quarters of urban areas. As someone involved in land-use 
issues. I've been going to meetings about Geographical 
Information Systems or GIS. Now geographers and urban 
planners, as well as traffic engineers and developers, are 
enthralled by the imminent prospect of basing the manage¬ 
ment of complex urban systems — traffic flows, zoning, and 
so on —on landsat satellites linked to GIS software. 
Since the image resolution capabilities of commercial 
satellite systems are now approaching the threshold of 
distinguishing individual automobiles, and perhaps even 
people and their pets, it will be possible to monitor the 
movements of entire populations. As one GIS expert at 
UCLA pointed out to me, this will quickly revolutionize 
the policing of inner city areas. 
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CAIB: Not long ago, the National Security Agency con¬ 
ducted a secret test using one of its signals intelligence 
satellites to track one automobile traveling all the way 
across the country from the East to the West Coast, day 
and night, through storms and all kinds of conditions. 

MD: That’s phenomenal. Of course, satellite surveil¬ 
lance and GIS mapping will be augmented by the increas¬ 
ingly common use of automatic vehicle location systems 
like Lojaky or its more sophisticated cousin Teletrac, In Los 
Angeles, and I suspect in most large cities, especially those 
participating in the federal Weed and Seed” program, the 
courts have been utterly promiscuous in allowing the 
police to clandestinely tag suspects’ cars with these 
devices. It is not far-fetched to imagine a situation in a few 
years where everyone on probation,’ or entered in one of 
the criminal databases, will have to submit to some form of 
24-hour electronic surveillance. We shall soon see police 
departments with the technology to put the equivalent of 
an electronic bracelet on entire social groups. 

As Charles Murray and other reactionary ideologues 
have predicted, this will abet the trend toward certain 
neighborhoods becoming virtual outdoor prisons. 


It’s ironic, but you can have a 
kinder, gentier LAPD that 
inciudes more peopie of coior, 
with fairiy effective systems 
for deaiing with the more 
egregious abuses, and 
at the same time have a 
rapidiy rising ievei of repression. 


CAIB: How have the local and federal levels worked 
together and what have been the roles of the FBI and the 
Justice Department? 

MD: This is the biggest domestic repression since the 
Nixon era and it was federalized within 48 hours of the first 
explosion of anger. Although the feds were called in by 
Mayor Tom Bradley and Governor Pete Wilson, over the 
head of Chief Daryl Gates, President Bush was delighted 
to oblige for obvious electioneering reasons. Moreover, 
the White House and the Justice Department have taken 
the initiative in making Los Angeles the exemplar of their 
militarized New Urban Order. Some features of the re¬ 
pression in LA recall the worst “assembly-line justice” that 
accompanied the uprisings of the 1960s, but other aspects. 


particularly the enlarged federal role, represent a new 
model of Urban counterinsurgency. 

Let me deal with the more familiar features first. This 
response of local law enforcement has been more dra¬ 
conian than in 1965, both in the magnitude of arrests and 
in the consistency of overcharging. LA-1992, in fact, more 
closely resembles the aftermath of the great Detroit upris¬ 
ing of 1969, when local authorities threw the book, and 
more, at alleged rioters. As in Detroit, the city attorney and 
D.A. in LA have suspended plea-bargaining and gone for 
the maximum possible indictments, bail amounts, and sen¬ 
tences. 

Normally, most looters, for instance, would have been 
charged with petty theft or misdemeanor burglary. Since 
the riot, however, they have been indicted for felony bur¬ 
glary. They now face two or three year prison sentences 
rather than a simple fine. (The D.A. has indicated they 
won’t accept anything less than one year for guilty pleas). 
At the same time, curfew violators, many of whom are 
homeless people or Spanish-speaking immigrants ignorant 
of the curfew, have all been held on $8,000 bail — an astro¬ 
nomical amount for such a petty charge. What makes this 
even more hypocritical is that the nominally city-wide cur¬ 
few seems only to have been enforced in communities of 
color. I’ve verified that a group of city attorneys threw a 
wild party on the fourth night that lasted far beyond cur¬ 
few. Then on Monday morning they came into court and 
sanctimoniously asked the judge for 30-day sentences for 
hapless curfew arrestees. 

However repulsive, these practices are not unfamiliar. 
But the federal role has added at least three new and 
ominous elements. First of all, we have seen the unveiling 
of the domestic version of the Rapid Deployment Force. 
We can assume, henceforth, that elite elements of the 
Army and Marines will be quickly moved into any large- 
scale urban disorder at an early stage, and not as a reluc¬ 
tant last-ditch measure, as when paratroopers were finally 
sent into Detroit in 1967. 

Secondly, military deployment was accompanied by an 
unprecedentedly massive introduction of a thousand per¬ 
sonnel from every branch of federal law enforcement, in¬ 
cluding marshals, FBI, DEA [Drug Enforcement 
Administration], Border Patrol, and the Bureau of Al¬ 
cohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. On the one hand, INS and 
Border Patrol agents, assisted by the LAPD, swept through 
the streets of MacArthur Park and other immigrant Latino 
neighborhoods like a giant vacuum cleaner, deporting 
every undocumented person they could lay their hands on. 
Most of the six hundred to seven hundred people deported 
in this way were not involved and were never charged with 
any riot-related offense. They were simply walking the 


ee 




streets or waiting at street corner day-labor markets. On 
the other hand, a 100-person task force of FBI and DEA 
agents, together with local police and sheriffs, have taken 
the lead in tracking down the alleged gang “ringleaders’* 
of the uprising. 

Thirdly, prosecutors from the U.S. Attorney’s office, 
working in a special task force with the D.A., are superim¬ 
posing layers of additional federal offenses on key defen¬ 
dants. The legal lynching of the four youths accused of 
attacking the truck driver and other motorists is the most 
vivid example so far of how the Bush administration’s 
“weeding” of the cities will work. In this case, “interference 
with interstate commerce,” a felony that carries a possible 
20-year sentence, has been charged on the surreal grounds 
that the truck driver’s cargo (local gravel) was being hauled 
to a destination where it might be mbced with out-of-state 
ingredients. 

Moreover, at the time of this interview, we do not yet 
know how many RICO [Racketeering Influence and Cor¬ 
rupt Organizations Act] indictments may yet be returned 
against leading gang members. (The D.A. and U.S. At¬ 
torney’s offices have indicated that there will be “many.”) 
RICO, of course, is a contemporary version of the Criminal 
Syndicalism Laws of the First World War or the Alien and 
Sedition Acts of the early Republic: an all-embracing con¬ 
spiracy statute that circumvents traditional canons of 
evidence and due process. As I indicated earlier, this 
RICO net may ultimately be cast very far and wide, as the 
feds try to implicate Farrakhan and others in the supposed 
“conspiracy.” 

CAIB: Will the recent appointment of Willie Williams to 
succeed Gates make a difference to LA? 

MD: The kinder and gentler LAPD, led by Williams, will 
be a real rebuilding with increased emphasis on intel¬ 
ligence ard the development of a coordinated riot and 
disturbance control strategy that probably will continue to 
be closely coordinated with the feds. Unlike in the ’60s, 
when the National Guard marched back home, this time a 
staff element remains in the city. The Marines at Camp 
Pendleton will also remain on alert. I think that we are 
going to see an institutionalization of that kind of federal 
presence. 

While the major internal contradictions about race in 
the LAPD will remain, I believe that Williams will be fairly 
effective in cleaning up the surface. The LAPD is, in a 
sense, in transition to being a multiracial police depart¬ 
ment. It’s ironic, but you can have a kinder, gentler LAPD 
that includes more people of color, with fairly effective 
systems for dealing with the more egregious abuses, and at 
the same time have a rapidly rising level of repression. 


CAIB: As FBI Director from 1978 to 1985, William 
Webster was involved in the COINTELPRO operations. As 
Director of Central Intelligence from 1985 to 1991, he ran 
covert operations for the CIA. What are the implications 
his appointment to the investigatory committee? 

MD: In a nutshell, I would say that Webster’s been 
brought in to focus only on why the police weren’t more 
effective in putting down the disturbance, not on any mis¬ 
conduct on their part. Furthermore, he will develop far- 
ranging suggestions about crowd control and political 
intelligence, and probably set in place some system of 
coordination on a county-wide and state-wide level that 
can be copied across the country. 

Webster’s brief seems to center almost entirely on all 
the mistakes in the so-called initial deployment planning 
and intelligence for the riot. There are liberals in this city 
who were appalled by the Rodney King decision, but equal¬ 
ly appalled that the police didn’t wade in immediately and, 
I don’t know what, shoot looters or crush demonstrations? 
It’s become a totally hypocritical kind of discourse. 

CAIB: Will Officer Steven Powell and his overtly racist 
ilk survive the new order? 

MD: Williams has signaled his intention to purge the 
department. In 1991, the Christopher Commission 
produced its analysis of what was wrong with the LAPD. 
It precisely parallels the apologies of the McCone Com- 


The FBI has joined with the police 
in making unprecedented 
demands on the media and 
private individuals 
to surrender every single 
negative and inch of video tape 
taken during the rebeiiion. 


mission and concludes that if you get rid of a '‘criminal 
fringe” of 60 or 70 out-of-control, ultra-violent officers, 
everything will be hunky-dory. Williams, who has indicated 
that he’s going to find ways to purge the “Powells,” will get 
an extraordinary mandate and honeymoon period, during 
which time it will be much more difficult to mount any 
criticisms of the f)olice. 

Even now, the only criticism you hear from the White 
liberals in LA is that the LAPD wasn’t more “competent” 
and overwhelming in its immediate response. It’s come into 
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their neighborhoods and middle-class people are really 
scared for the first time. They don’t make any distinction 
between poor Latinos in Hollywood looting a market and 
the top leadership of the Crips or Bloods. 

Their exaggerated fears will ultimately override prin¬ 
ciples and considerations of justice in West Los Angeles, 
as it has m Simi Valley. The actuality of and potential for 
repression are hardly mentioned. People just don’t realize 
the number of homes that have been illegally entered by 
the police at 2:00 a.m. in South Central LA. Nor do they 
realize that the Webster Commission and the increasing 
intelligence-gathering powers and repressive strategy of 
the police are no more likely to know boundaries in the 
1990s than they were back m the i920s of 1960s. 

CAIB: The LAPD has a certain amount of autonomy 
that’s fairly unusual for cities. What about the Sheriff’s 
Department? Under whom do they operate? 

MD: They have more autonomy. Perversely, it’s partially 
because the sheriff is elected. Sherman Block is a liberal 
Jewish Republican; he’s extremely smooth and politically 
invulnerable. Those people who live in unincorporated 
areas don’t have access to anything like a city council 
person or alder. There are big sections such as East LA, 
Firestone, and the Willowbrook areas which look just like 
ordinary parts of the inner city except they’re unincor¬ 
porated. They’re controlled by the sheriffs who have un¬ 
trammeled authority over their lives. 

So, the real question of police abuse and community 
control in LA County has been a question of the sheriffs as 


George Bush is going to run as 
the president who put the troops 
in LA and sent the federal 
prosecutors in behind them. 


well as the LAPD, particularly if you’re Latino. More of 
the Latino working class is actually affected by the sheriffs 
than they are by the LAPD. 

So, it’s important to remember that it is not only the 
police who are a problem, but the Sheriff’s Department 
which has been even worse. It’s truly more out of control 
and has even higher levels of bruiaJity against people of 
color. Over the last two years, the sheriffs have been re¬ 
sponsible for more than a dozen unlawful killings, several 
of which were virtually coldblooded assassinations. 

And although the Sheriff’s Department is probably 
more racially integrated than the LAPD, this has had 


absolutely no effect in preventing avowedly White-suprem¬ 
acist groups from operating inside the department. Last 
year, for example, a judge corroborated longstanding ru¬ 
mors that a White racist “gang” known as the Vikings had 
been organized inside the Lynwood Station in a majority 
Black and Latino suburb. This notorious station is under 
lawsuit for literally scores of major abuses, ranging from 
murder and torture to unlawful detention and beatings. 

But somehow all this blood just seems to wash off Sheriff 
Sherman Block’s manicured hands. Unlike Chief Gates, he 
keeps his foot out of his mouth and cultivates a cordial 
relationship with the press. 

Recently, Block announced his interest in next year’s 
mayoral election. It would be the ultimate irony for Los 
Angeles to finally get rid of Gates as police chief only to 
have Sheriff Block as the next mayor. 

Given the potential for backlash and the current 
level of fear, will the events in LA have an important impact 
on the upcoming presidential election? 

MD: Absolutely. George Bush is going to run as the 
president who put the troops in LA and sent the federal 
prosecutors in behind them. He’s going to tell the country 
that only a Republican president is capable of protecting 
the suburbs and maintaining law and order. 

Operation Weed and Seed” (one of the scariest, most 
invidious slogans and programs I’ve ever heard oQ is the 
new Bush urban program for the ’90s. On the “seed” side, 
this upward distribution of wealth is just another way to 
implement the capital gains tax break Bush been unsuc¬ 
cessful in getting through Congress and to universalize 
enterprise zones in the inner city. 

But actually, he’s quietly gone further already. He’s told 
the cities: “If you’re short of money, if you want aid, sell 
your airport, privatize your public sector.” So he’s advocat¬ 
ing for U.S. cities the same kinds of “structural adjust¬ 
ment that the World Bank and the IMF are imposing in 
the Third World. 

The “weed” part, on the other hand, includes this whole 
conjugation of repressive tac¬ 
tics that we had a taste 
of in the LA uprising: 
cultivating the use 
of RICO and other 
super-draconian 
federal penalties, 
ostensibly to re¬ 
move the so-called 
gang leadership. 

CAIB: Thank you. 
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BIG AIMS - SMALL STEPS 


A preliminary 
estimation of the 


Anti- 


Until today from the left-wing radical part of the mobilization 
there is no common political estimation of the mobilization. As 
a reason lack of time and power and the summer holidays of 
course play a bigger part then political differences. So this text 
is a result of own experiences and some discussions. 

O.K., one last cigarette (the room is already cleared up) before 
starting with this difficult topic. 


X/ilC Q Mobiiization in 

Munich, Juiy 92 

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNTER - CONGRESS 

The start of the days in Munnich, the opening of the counter¬ 
congress was a fiasco. The university, the only building in the 
city where the whole congress could have taken place, was taken 
away by court decission. The alliance splitted on the question 
how to react on this actual discussion ban one hour before the 
beginning of the opening manifestation. One part of the alliance 
spreaded leaf-lets in front of the university on which substitute 
rooms for the individual forums were given. A chaotic situation 
arose that nobody could grasp. The university’s doors were 
open, 2.000 peoples stood in front but it was not clear if 
everybody or at least most of the people wanted to go in and squat 
the university, we had no idea how the cops would react on that 
and what kind of counsequences it will have for the internatio¬ 
nal speakers...There was’nt even a suffician PA system; a 
conunon discussion amongst the quiet different people in fi-ont 
of the university on the further actions - above all: to squat or 
not - was not possible. Finally most of the people made a 
demonstration to a church where an improvized opening-event 
took place. Many people felt this decission as an serious defeat 
and were fhistrated because they were just toys of an ungraspable 
development. 

In this situation in fi-ont of the university the whole weakness 
of the mobilization - that it was not dicussed politically, 
influenced and prepared by many - appeared very clearly: A 
politically weak alliance that had no common experience and 
confidence; A preparation group that was much to small and 
under too great strain; Congress participants that varied a lot 
and who seemed to have no intention for a common solution; 
Uncertainty about if it’s more important that the congress can 
take place or that we don’t accept the provocation ofbanning the 
rooms; And all this in a city which was in state of siege by 10.000 
cops. One politically very important aim, to have an broad 
international discussion and a discussion between the different 
left-wing sections of FRG and West-Europe was destroyed. 
Nevertheless some good discussions and relationships arose 
and they will continue. And there is also the wish to try it again 
perhaps next year (in another city). 

[We will report about these discussions in our next issue] 

MASS - DEMONSTRATION 

The big demonstration on Saturday was judged generally as a 
success. 20.000 peoples had come and the international speakers 
walked in front. The cops ‘escorted’ the demonstration partly 
in row of four, helmeted and with bullet prooved vests. First of 
all the women block and the block of the foreigner’s organizations 


The heads of the world’s seven most powerful industrialized 
nations have met in Munnich for their yearly “World Economic 
Summit’’ at the beginning of July. (Already only the name is an 
impertinence) The topics were first of all the former Eastern 
Block and of course as always and in spite of all structural crisis, 
the showy exhibition of their power. On the occasion of the 
capital’s ruling agent’s spectacle an alliance of left-wing and 
radical Left groups mobilized for counter-activities already 
since one year. An action unit of international counter-congress, 
mass-demonstration and action days were planned. 

Right from the beginning the main load of the mobilization 
work was done by few groups and people. In spite of different 
expectation and all Call Ups the active participation had 
scarcely grown ‘till the days of Munnich. It aggravated that 
Munnich’s Left is relatively small and because of this a strong 
participation of other cities would have been absolutely necessary. 
These facts had bad effects on some points, f ex. on the start of 
the counter-congress, on the organizing of places to slep or on 
the radical Left’s organization during the days of Munnich. 
Also, there were only few discussions as regards content during 
the preparation time like anyway the mobilization against ‘500 
Years of Colonialism’ was and is relatively weak. Nevertheless, 
very many people came to Munnich than - obviously without 
further ado and in spite of the expected brutality of the police - 
to oppose our protest to the ruling ‘World Order’. It was 
noticable that most of the people came from small scenes and 
small cities and relatively few people from the big ‘Centers of 
the movement’. 

The gap between the missing long-term preparation and the 
strong, militant presence in Munnich can of course not only be 
explained dull and wholesale with the present weakness of the 
Left. It will have to be disucced if the reasons are the extremely 
increasing actions and attacks of the fascists that ties a lot of 
power or the still very weak developed polotical connection 
between the struggles in the ‘Third world’ and the struggles 
here (in West-Europe) - a connection that goes beyond ‘ ‘ Solidarity 
with..” and “Simultaneity of the struggles” - or the missing 
of pratical starting-points for a new development here or, or, or 
all together. 
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were attacked again and again by the cops. Nevertheless we 
managed it to cany through the demonstration self-contained 
and powerful until the and. This success had a god influence on 
the mood. 

ACTION DAYS 

The action days, that took part during the G -7 meeting from 
Monday ‘till Wednesday, should have better been called 
demonstration days, there were nearly no other forms of actions. 
This was a pity but also an expression of the weak preparation. 
The action days started with a brutal escalation by the cops that 
should turn against them afterwards. 500 peoples dressed up as 
citizens that underlied the official reception of the statesmen 
with wisthles and slogans were encircled by the cops and very 
brutally arrested. Also the press got beaten up a bit. The pictures 
of the wildly beating and strangling cops caused some interna¬ 
tional sensation and gave us big headlines but there wasn’t 
much of our contents in it. After this debacle the cops were a bit 
more carefiil the next days ( and not to be forgotten; the 
triumphant reception of the 500 when they had to be released 
Monday evening) 

In spite of up to 4 demonstrations a day and permanent 
provocations by the cops the action days were quite lively, the 
mood was good and the addresses interesting. There were 
always between 1.000 and 2.000 peoples. During the nights 
some bancs got attacked with molotow-cocktails. 

It was noticeable that the political prisoners were present during 
the whole mobilization. During the mass-demonstration a lot of 


slogans demanded their release; in the framework of the counter 
congress an event on the situation and struggles of political 
prisoners worldwide took place with several international 
speakers and ex-prisoners (we will document that event in our 
next issue); during the action days there was a demonstration for 
the liberation of the political prisoners. In some countries and 
movements the possibility of an International Day of the 
Political Prisoners will be disussed. 

The international speakers valued the days in Munnich very 
positively. The discussions were important for them and they 
liked the connection of discussion and action - this is very 
seldom‘in their contacts in western countries. Some of them 
stated that the presence and brutalety of the cops in this 
‘democracy’ isn’t much different from their reality at home. 
Nevertheless they felt very secure amongst us. 

AND HOW TO GO ON? 

“ Question: How can we develop social projects/connections, 
that have an influence on society. These questions and elements 
of change should more be discussed and get about in political" 
initiatives. Even in the context of the 500 years mobilization and 
over and about that." 

There are lots of people struggeling for another development 
than the capitalistic destruction. There are lots of urgent and 
brutal problems. There are discussions, attempts and connections 
- here as well as internationally. 

There is no alternative than ours! 

















(n the night of 10 to 11 Dugust 1*^92, a field ofgeneticaffg manipulated corn oias (needed 
in Rilland, Holland. Pit the same time an agricultural exhibition on bioengineering at the 
^^gearlg Floriade oias ' dismantled'. The actions oiere claimed bg the ourige oirueeen, 
the fierg viruses. 

Underneath 6je' ll print off their declaration. 

IdSith the help of bioengineering, a handful of multinationals toant to fetch the monopole 
on live and aoiard their ooin practices u^ith oppression and exploitation over here and in 
the 3 continents. 

H /ears after the first Clutch field-experiments started utith geneticallg manipulated plants, 
the "ziedende bintjes" opened the laeeding-season in the summer of ’ 89. /) gear later 
the "(ooedende excorts " follouied their example (at tuio places at the same time) and in 
1991 the "razende rooiers" digged up potatoes and corn plants at three different places. 
Next to the direct damage (of about a feoi hundred-thousand guilders) the actions 
especiallg opened room in the press for groups utith arguments against bioengineering 
and therebg on 'the political agenda' (something groups hardlg succeeded in before). 
In a periodical of the bioengineering lobbg theg u^rote-." The ruining of the field experiments 
(...) emphasizes the necessitg of a much broader basis of support: Therefor the 
establishment of a leide-ranging and publiclg (sorking commision lohich goes into the mors 
social questions is desirable" (from: Biotechnologie in Nederland, 1990-V). The 
bioengineering lobbg is reallg putting their back into it, on the level of the £.C. as in Holland, 
to make bioengineering publiclg acceptible, linked to adaptable legislation. In Holland f.e., 
this is shomn bg a large campaign on TO and this gear at the floriade. Oioengineering 
has to have a friendlg image: friendlg to people and environment. Ond although the 
resistance against bioengineering is slooilg grooiing under environmental, rural, food and 
agricultural organizations, the dutch Greens (Groen Links) f.e. has a cautious pro- 
biotechnological standpoint (if there onlg is a good legislation). 

The (seeding actions hit the industries directlg and theg also make clear to ordinarg people, 
that food is manipulated in their backgardens. That's tohg, since toio gears, lists are 
published in Holland, (vhere field experiments (oill take place. Go, take the spade in gour 
handl 





In the village Rilland (Zea¬ 
land), for the second succes¬ 
sive year, the plants improve¬ 
ment concern Van der Have 
NV did a field experiment with 
genetically manipulated zea 
corn (breed HE 89.) The pur¬ 
pose of this experiment was 
the same as last year: the 
determination of the charac¬ 
teristics of the genetically 
manipulated corn under field 
circumstances; a PTC-resis- 
tance is built in the cornplants 
againstthe weed killer'Basta' 
(of the chemical concern 
Hoechst.) Also this year, the 
experiment has prematurly 
been brought to an end. 

Van der Have NV belongs 
to the most prominent bio¬ 
engineering concers of Eu¬ 
rope. This year Van der Have 
got three licences for field 
experiments with genetic ma¬ 
nipulated crops: corn, beets 
and rapeseed. All three crop 
experiments were continua¬ 
tions of experiments in pre¬ 
ceding years. Van der Have 
herefor asked for a dispen¬ 
sation of a few safety meas¬ 
ures like prescribed by the 
Provisional Commission Ge¬ 
netic Modification (VCOGE- 
M). R van der Meyden of the 
'Rijksherbarlum' research in¬ 
stitute of the university of 
Leiden chose to do the dirty 
work for the sake of eco¬ 
nomic interests. He gave the 
'arguments' to take away the 
fear of the (results of) field 
experiments. Van der 
Meyden, as the Dutch pio¬ 
neer of the biotechnology 
."Just Van der Have in Itself 
wants to modificate sugar¬ 
cane, grasses, sunflowers, 
lettuce, cucumber, andtoma- 


toes."(Parool, 3-8-'91) Next 
year as well? 

In Zoetermeer we find the 
Dutch petty bourgeois variant 
of the Spanish Expo: 
gleaming, prestigeous and a 
(creepy) view on history, 
present and future. In the 
World Wonder Garden, as the 
Floriade is promoted, is the 
exhibition "Plans improve¬ 
ment and Bioengineering". 
The exhibition is exemplary 
for the symbiosis of business, 
science and the government 
(including Van der Have). The 
industries promisses that in 
time there will be finally 
enough food, produced on 
an environment- friendly 
way, with the help of bio¬ 
engineering. Science istelling 
that bioengineering is based 
on no more than just the 
newest plant Improving tech¬ 
niques and the government 
lets know that they'll see to it 
that everything is under 
control by means of their 
procedures and a commislon 
of experts. This bioenginee¬ 
ring propaganda is cloaked 
in a serious problem: the 
surplus of population and 
foodshortages of the world. 
The exhibition can't be visited 
anymore. The World Wonder 
Garden has lost a myth. 

"What's the problem? 
The large number of poor 
people, or the 23 percent 
of the world which uses 
80 percent of the natural 
resources?" 

-Vandana Shiva, during 
the shadow conference of 
UNCED. 


To the many blesses which 
have come to mankind thanks 
to bioengineering belongs the 
banishment of hunger In the 
world, his is, at least, one of 
the most penetrating sounds 
which are produced by the 
blotechnologic roll of drums. 
The reasoning is simple:"ln 
the present future there will 
be an enormous growth of 
population. All these people 
have to be fed and Its 
noticeable already that the 
world food production doesn't 
keep In pace. Rice is the most 
popular food to many people, 
so It's of the first importance 
that there will be varieties 
which are resistent against 
diseases and plagues." (prof. 
Schilperoort in Transfer- 
nieuws, June 1992). The world 
food problem reduced to a 
technical problem to which 
an answer is already 
crammed. The hereby 
propagated idee that bio¬ 
engineering Is the solution to 
hunger is a denial of the 
structures and historical 
relations which produce 
hunger. Moreover, it pro¬ 
claims that bioengineering is 
neutral and a values-free 
technology. It's developed 
because of charitable motives 
and with the best meanings. 
Biotechnology as the Good. 
This is a vision that just 
conceals. The development 
of bioengineering takes place 
behind the closed doors of 
the C-3 and C-4 laboratories 
of the companies and uni¬ 
versities, during the private 
meetings and working 
consults between the 
technological lobby and the 
state, envisaged by the 




experts of advisory commit¬ 
tees and patent bureaus. 
Developing technology is an 
extensive programm, that is 
based on specific interests 
and perspectives. It's based 
on balances of power and it's 
an important factor of power 
itself too. It has the power in 
itself to {re)define what is the 
nature of the problems in 
question: what is the solution 
and what isn't: what is 
superior and what isn't. 
Technologies carry, to a high 


which has characterized the 
relation between the North 
and the South already for 
ages. It Is In these social 
structures that bioengineer¬ 
ing Is developed, and in these 
structures It will do her work. 

HUNGER 

In 1887 Italian priests 
brought a ship with Italian 
cows and bulls to Eastern 


with them. Raw materials 
from the kolonized countries 
filled the holds of the ships on 
their way back. After 
centuries of intensive western 
Interference with the coun¬ 
tries of the third world, millions 
are now facing starvation. 

Images of hungerbellies, 
dry steppes and dried up 
acres regularly fill the TV- 
screens. The striking struc¬ 
tures of oppresion and 
exploitation however have 
been simply 'zapped' from 



degree, the codes of the 
balance of relations in which 
they have been developed 
and produced. A capital- 
intensive technology f.e., 
forces to enter Into depen¬ 
dency relations with banks 
and financers. So this appli¬ 
cation leeds to reproduction 
of exactly those relations that 
'built In' in the matter of 
technology. 

Bioengineering is not a 
technology which Is free of 
values, neither at all it is a 
solution to hunger. It clears 
the way for a sharpening of 
the relations of exploitation. 


Afrika. With that they impor¬ 
ted aform of foot-and-moutti 
disease, which eradicated 90 
percent of the Eastafrican 
stock of cattle. At once the 
whole of Eastern Africa was 
threatened by starvation. The 
myth of natural calamities as 
the reason for hunger and 
poverty was born. 

If this had been only an 
isolated case it would have 
maybe turned out better than 
expected. But everywhere 
where the whites passed by, 
they took their esteemed 
superior cattle and foodcrops 


the screen. Poverty and 
hunger are apperently up¬ 
rooted, their causes reduced 
to to little rain, too many 
children and stupid farmers. 
"The African agriculture is 
backward", stated Aart de 
Zeeuw, the Dutch chairman 
of the agricultural 
commission of the General 
Agreements on Tarrifs and 
Trade (GATT) (Onze Wereld, 
December 1987.) It is exactely 
this racist notion of superiority 
that paved the way for 
centuries of exploitation and 
oppression. 

Farmers (m/f) of the Third 











World knew agricultural 
structures that were based 
on a knowledge about plant- 
species, -varieties and agri¬ 
cultural methods, that were 
acquired and passed on 
throughout the centuries. 
Several kinds of grains and 
seeds existed, which could 
be used for the dryer orwetter 
periods. The agriculture was 
self-sufficient, aimed at the 
local food- provision, adapted 
to the local circumstances 
and social structures. 

Almost all culturecrops 
people feed themselves with, 
are coming from the tropical 
and subtropical regions of the 
world. The 'originall/ Dutch 
potato is not a discovery of 
Vincent van Gogh, but comes 
from the Andes. Nowadays 
ther's not much left of these 
wealthy and self-sufficient 
structures. The European 
rulers didn't only take away 
their own crops and methods, 
but also nigligently shove 
away the local habits. They 
robbed plants and began to 
exploit them at home. They 
imposed an agricultural 
model which was adapted to 
the western needs. It are 
these structures which cause 
hunger. In the whole world 
there is more then enough 
food production to feed the 
population. 80 Percent of all 
these raw materials is eaten 
by 20 percent of mankind, 
living in the rich North. Hunger 
is the result of the economical 
warfare of the North against 
the South. 

THE GREEN CONTRA 
REVOLUTION 


The example of what is 
optimistically called 'the 
Green Revolution' in the 
historybooks, is showing in a 
nutshell how such processes 
work. In the '60s, many 
countries set up large agri¬ 
cultural programms. The ones 
who took the initiative were 
private institutions like the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the 
Ford Foundation and 
institutes like the International 
Monetary Fonds (IMF) and the 
Worldbank. This 'Green 
Revolution" meant a large- 
scale intervention in the 
agricultural structures of the 
Third World. Local breed and 
breeding praxis had to leave 
the field. The use of varieties 
with high yields, mono¬ 
cultures, largescale and 
intensive use of artificial 
fertilizer and the introduction 
of modern agricultural 
machines had to lead to an 
important extension of the 
yields. And in first instance 
this also happened. But after 
a lapse of time the winners 
and the losers became 
known. The losers are the local 
farmers (m/f). Because of the 
introduction of monocultures 
the plant-diseases increased 
and it became necessary to 
use more weed killers. To 
realize this, high investments 
were needed, so small 
farmers dropped out of the 
race. Ackres v^ith ortificial 
fertilizer need more water, 
so irrigation projects hod to 
follow, but there were no 
draining systems. Large areas 
are permanently flooded, or 
change Into a salt dessert. A 
few years later the farmers 
are having the stuff in their 
hands, with a destructed 


agriculture, with soured soil 
and water, genetical erosion, 
high debts, crops with an 
over-senstiveness to all kinds 
of diseases and an increasing 
use of all kinds of expensive 
western inputs like artificial 
fertilizers and weed killers. A 
vicious circle of misery and 
hunger. Winners were the 
major chemical concerns and 
the seed Industry and the 
Brabant farmers. Because 
due to the overproduction of 
corn, the food for swines is 
almost for free. A new class 
of poors, landless and inha¬ 
bitants of slums came into^ 
existence. 

In the agriculture two-third 
of the work is done by 
women. In the statistics and 
official reports this is usualy 
concealed by qualifying It as 
domestic work, or it Is not 
worth mentioning because 
these jobs are unpaid. The 
engineers followed this 
patrlarchally worn-trodden 
track and denied the 
importance of the knowledge 
and the work of the women. 
The large scale intervention 
in the social structure, under 
the pretext of'modernizing', 
was exclusively directed to 
the male farmers. Doing so, 
the germ for her failure was 
already laid. The conse¬ 
quences of these actions 
mostly affected the women. 
Men left and went to the cities 
or to the large plantages as 
agricultural laborours. 
Aomcri, who did most of the 
work already, had to work 
even more. They lost their 
land to big companies, the 
burden of providing their own 
food rested only on their own 
shoulders. 

00 









AGRICULTURAL POLICY 

Swimming in a milklake 
and sitting on top of a butter 
mountain, speaking about 
foodshortages is Orwellian. 
Hunger is not a problem of 
too little food; it is a problem 
of how the foodproduction - 
and distribution is organized. 
The traditional setfsupporting 
agriculture in the Third World 
countries is sysematically 
ruined in favor of an western 
orientated agriculture. Who 
pushes one's way through the 
dung-quota, exportsubsidies, 
angry French farmers and 
Brabant pigs, discovers a 
agricultural policy in which 
money is made out of hunger. 

Enormous agricultural 
grounds in the South are 
brought in to produce for the 
western market, f.e. as raw 
materials for cattle food. "To 
feed the 120 million animals 
in Holland, enormous quan¬ 
tities of raw material have to 
be imported from the South. 
In this way 20 farmers in the 
South have to work for one 
farmer in the North. The Dutch 
bio-industry uses 15 million 
hectares elsewhere."(Regio 
Tool 1992/1) The southern 
countries are often forced to 
do so by the adaption- 
programmes which are im¬ 
posed by the IMF and the 
Worldbank. The production 
has to be aimed at export to 
get foreign valuta, whidi than 
has to be given in again, to 
pay off the debts to western 
banks. In Brazil f.e., more and 
more land was put into use 
for the export cultivation of 
sojabeans. Small farmers 


were expelled from the most 
fertile grounds. The 
production of black beans, 
the daily food of millions of 
Brazillians has, as a result, 
gone down strongly. The 
prices of the black beans have 
rissen sharply and have 
become unpayable to the 
poor. Thfs is the way hunger 
comes into being. And in the 
GATT-treaties recorded that 
the countries of the South 
may only forebid the export 
of food rf there is an inland 
famine. 

Calling in the southern 
agriculture in the world- 
economy happens extremely 
selective. Because of fear for 
competition, f.ex., there has 
always been a discourage¬ 
ment of the production of 
wheat, vetegables and fruits 
from glass-houses. The wes¬ 
tern agricultural policy is 
protectlonistic, it prevents 
coming in agricultural 
products from the Third 
World. In the GATT-treaties is 
recorded that there are high 
tariff-walls for products out 
of the South, if these products 
can also be worked up or 
produced in the North. In the 
opposite case there may not 
be any import restrictions to 
products from the North that 
are exported to the south. 
But still, all this isn't enough. 
The West has altogether laid 
hands on their markets too; 
by dumping grain- and meat 
surplusses with high 
exportsubsidies. The -cheap 
- export of western food 
surplusses to the Third World 
hinders the coming into 
existance of an independant 


agriculture overthere. On the 
one hand the West retards 
their import, on the other 
hand the West dumps on the 
world market. Every sack of 
grain which is sent away will 
sooner or later take the 
opportunity of a female 
farmer in Afrika to sell one, 
although she could keep 
herselveand her children alive 
of the proceeds of it, for about 
a month. 

With that it is not said that 
its all honey for the western 
farmers (m/f). In fact they 
experience the same mecha- 
nisms of the worldwide 
agricultural policies: scaling- 
up, industrialization and the 
increased loss on the contol 
over their own products. To 
put it shortly: dependency. 
The introduction of bio¬ 
engineering also means to 
them that they'll continually 
have less to tell about what 
they're growing. Over their 
heads too, decisions are 
made by the big chemical 
concerns and the financial 
and political institutes. Like 
for a while, the proposal of 
'de Wetenschoppelijke Road 
voor het Regeringsbeleid', the 
WRR (Selenitic council for 
Governmental Policy) to 
reduce the European agri¬ 
cultural grounds with 80 
percent. What kind of social 
consequences such a 
thorough restructuring will 
have doesn't make a 
difference. Money is round... 

BIOENGINEERING 

It's against this back¬ 
ground of inequal economical 


and political relations, that 
the introduction of bio¬ 
technology has to be seen. 
And another time the West 
waves with one of her 
technologies and proclaims 
the coming state of fortune 
and wealth for humanity. It is 
recommended like some 
washing-powder: The Second 
Green Revolution, now 
without disadvantages! There 
ain't a word of truth in it. 
Hunger is caused by the 
stranglehold from the West 


areas. This has to do with 
mutual interchangeabillity of 
the crops. With the help of 
bioengineering, industry is 
increasingly able to split up 
agricultural products Into 
components as carbo¬ 
hydrates, proteins and fats. 
In this way there Is a better 
possibility of putting together 
agricultural products as raw 
materials for industry. The 
food industry Is more and 
more beginning to look like a 
compound food industry, but 


cocoa, sugar-cane, bananas 
nowthreaten to be produced 
in fabrics in the North. Not a 
grain of sugar is used in the 
soft drink industry anymore. 
Also the cacao-bean has 
almost become superfluous 
thanks to the scientific 
diligence. Ghana, Ivorycoast, 
Cameroon and Equatorial 
Guinee are for a large part of 
their income depending on 
cocoa. Thisthreotens to strike 
away the vulnerable basis 
under the economies of the 



on the South. Bioengineering 
will only strenghen the grip. 

By the introduction of 
bioengineering the relations 
between agriculture and 
Industrie will be totaly turned 
upside down. Industry is no 
longer working up crops that 
are produced by the agri¬ 
culture, but will determine 
more and more which crop 
has to be grown on which 


now for people. The direct 
producers and (female) 
farmers around the world are 
becoming pawns which can 
be played off against each 
other however the food 
industry pleases it. Substi¬ 
tution is another threatning 
application possibilllty of 
bioengineering. Many crops 
which grow much better in 
tropical regions, like coffee. 


Third World. Because of the 
wave of automation and 
flexibilization of work, the 
countries of the Third World 
have partly lost their 
"advantage" of low salaries. 
Since the industries are partly 
drawing bock to the western 
countries, the countries of the 
Third World are extremely 
dependant on the export of 
their agricullurol products. 
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And now the introduction of 
biotechnology threatens to 
take away that as well. The 
(female) farmers are also 
going to become heavily 
dependant on sewing seeds^ 
because the sewing seed 
industry has become the 
control of it. The research in 
the agri-industry is focussing 
on making plants resistive 
against weed killers. Farmers 
who buy these seeds are 
forced to buy weed killers 
too, produced by the same 
company. The plantimprovers 
prefer to grow hybrid breeds 
that produce unuseful seeds. 
In this way the (female) 
farmers are forced to buy 
new seeds all the time. Prins 
Claus;"The sombre prospect 
seems to become reallity that 
many will be unemployed and 
many others become depen¬ 
dant of the ones who have 
the whole foodchain in their 
hands, from manipulated 
seeds to manipulated end- 
products, by their knowledge 
of biotechnological proces¬ 
ses." (Onze Wereld, August 
1987) 

GENETIC COLONIALISM 

In 1985 Cibo-Geigy (Swiss 
chemical concern and one of 
the major investors in agri¬ 
cultural bioengineering) 
offered the government of 
Ethiopia a kind of hybrid 
sorghum, packed in three 
chemicals. Two were to 
protect the plant against 
certain diseases and the third 
was making the seeds 
immune against the herbicide 
Dual, then at the time the 
most important weed killer of 
Ciba. 


The prognitor of which Ciba 
grew this "Bica-sorgum" 
came from Ethiopia and was 
stolen from there. The coun¬ 
tries of the Third World from 
which the genetic material is 
stolen are forced to buy back 
the "improved" variations for 
pricey money. Precisely this 
last aspect makes clear how 
harrowing the developments 
are: why Third World coun¬ 
tries consider bioengineering 
as an ordinary form of eco¬ 
nomical and cultural imperi¬ 
alism and not at all as a solu¬ 
tion to hunger in the world. 
With the help of the (women) 
farmers, a rich knowledge 
developed through-out the 
ages, -and especially In the 
Third World-, of different sorts 
of plants and animals. It is 
this genetic source which pro¬ 
vides the world with food and 
assures her bio-diversity. 
These kinds of natural ge¬ 
netic structures belong to 
everyone and are not a 
moneyspinner of only few, 
whereas that Is what^s going 
on at the moment. The chang¬ 
ing of the Patent Acts, which 
is at this moment the most 
important political project of 
the bio-boffins, has to seal 
this development. Now 
the/ve destroyed the larg¬ 
est part of the natural inher¬ 
itance, the rich countries want 
to lay down, that that what is 
still Intact, is belonging to 
them as well. About 30 years 
ago farmers at Sri Lanca still 
grew about 2000 different 
sorts of rice. Now there are 
only five left. The remaining 
varieties are destroyed or 
threatened to be. 

The richest plant stock of 
the world existed in the An¬ 


des. The territory has made 
an important contribution to 
world food provision. In the 
course of centuries the peo¬ 
ples of the Andes created a 
wealth of knowledge and 
techniques, which harmo¬ 
nized to a high degree with 
their social and climatic cir¬ 
cumstances. Now the agri¬ 
culture for domesticapplicoti- 
on has disappeared because 
of the orientation on com¬ 
mercial agriculture by use of 
modern technology, and it 
has become hardly possible 
to feed the domestic popula¬ 
tion. "These varieties haven't 
disappeared as a conse¬ 
quence of climatic circum¬ 
stances, but because a domi¬ 
nant minority wanted it to be 
this way. That minority has 
imposed a model of develop¬ 
ment on the people". 
(Roberto Haudry de Soucy, 
International Foundation for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), International Coopera¬ 
tion, July 1988). The more the 
traditional communituies are 
forced to split up, the more 
their inheritance, which is pre¬ 
served as a collective historic 
memory, is disappearing. 
"Each old person who is dy¬ 
ing overthere, is a library 
which burns down" (Galeano, 
El tigre azul y otros orticulos, 
1987). Like the western world 
claimed the right of owner¬ 
ship in former days, wether 
by planting a royal flag or by 
decimating the local popula¬ 
tion, nowadays no less than 
the right of ownership on live 
and nature is demanded. 
Knowledge and practice are 
stolen from the treasuries of 
the Third World. And than a 
gen is Isolated in the western 


laboratories and here we 
are!; the superior western 
science can flaunt with an¬ 
other new Invention. Pat 
Nooney, a Canadian agricul¬ 
tural activist. "The orgunrient 
that intellectual ownership 
can only be aworded when 
if s developed in white coats 
and laboratories is a racist 
point of view on scientific 
developmenf'. Racist be¬ 
cause of the simplism of the 
denial of the importance of 
this local knowledge. Racist, 
because of the appropriation 
of knowledge, meanwhile 
adding shamelessly:"Made in 
the western world". To apply, 
the next moment, at a pat¬ 
ent office where the robbed 
money can be cashed. This 
means f.e. that big money is 
made out of the anti-cancer 
remedies Vincristine and 
Vinblastine. The base medicin 
consists out of pink periwin¬ 
kle, a plant that is found on 
Madagascar. The knowledge 
of the medicinal effects of 
this plants comes from the 
inhabitants, but they get 
nothing of the enormous prof¬ 
its which are made on it. Or 
the Monsanto-company (an 
American chemical concern 
and one of the major investers 
in agricultural bioengineer¬ 
ing) which wants to apply for 
a patent on a part of the 
genetic construction of the 
Tiki Uba plant, that can be 
used as an anti-coagulation 
remedy. The Uru-eu-wau- 
wau tribe, of which only 120 
members are still alive since 
they've been made partners 
in the blessings of the white 
civilization, discovered the 
healing effects of the plant. 


But the intellectual owner¬ 
ship doesn't go for them. 

UNCED 

Attempts of the Third World 
countries to get back some¬ 
thing of their cultural inherit¬ 
ance, are blocked by the rich 
countries. This are the mo¬ 
ments where the masks go 
off. And the sweettalks about 
bioengineering can't conceal 
that this is the way to keep on 
exploiting the Third World, 
making money from it. he so- 
called bio-dIversity-treaty, 
which had to be signed dur¬ 
ing the United Nations Con¬ 
ference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) show 
in Rio, is a clear example. The 
treaty, which had to protect 
the world bio-diversity, left 
the possibility open that the 
Third World countries had to 
give permission to the use of 
their genetic reserves for in¬ 
dustrial purposes. And more¬ 
over, the Third World coun¬ 
tries wanted to claim a part 
of fhe yields, or entrance to 
the processing technology. 
But this clearly isn't the way 
how the world is puttogether, 
according to the western 
countries, with Japan and the 
U.S. in the lead. For centuries 
they came unasked and took 
everything they needed, so 
why ask for It now? And they 
were right in that. According 
to the Human Development 
Report 1992 of the United 
Nations Development 
Programm (UNDP) the gap 
between rich and poor has 
become larger. Were the in¬ 
habitants of the rich coun¬ 
tries 30 times better of in 
1960, this had increased to 
60 times in 1989. 


As soon as the word "hun¬ 
ger" is mentioned the rich 
countries rather see the prob¬ 
lem differently: It's the over¬ 
population of these countries 
that causes the problems. And 
here is the other solution: 
population policy! Large-scale 
and enforced sterilizations 
and contraceptives applied 
on the women of the Third 
World will bring solution to all 
problems. Here we see 
exactely the same mecha¬ 
nisms as in the fairy-tales on 
bio-engineering and hunger: 
a western technological so¬ 
lution to all social problems, 
without the necessity for so¬ 
cial political changes. Since it 
is also hunger and poverty 
which causes the population 
growth, the fight against pov¬ 
erty , the improval of educa¬ 
tion and public health are 
ways to solve the problem. 

But the solution asks for far- 
ranging changes and that's 
why it is no option. Osiska 
arcy de Oliveira put it like this 
during the shadow confer¬ 
ence of the UNCED. "There is 
something fundornentally 
wrong with a world where 
the rich have the disposal of 
expensive genefic manipula¬ 
tion to still have a baby, 
whereas the poor are forced 
to undergo sterilization. The 
world is more and more dic¬ 
tated by economic values. 
Everything revolves around 
the market insteod of live. 

The poor don't count becau¬ 
se the/re no consumers. We 
neglect Afrika with AIDS be¬ 
cause this doesn't bring 
enough, economically seen, 
and blood of the poor doesn't 
give ink" (De Volkskrant, July 
11 1992) 

00 



The New World Order 

It's not really new, this New 
World Order of Bosh'. At least 
notto the poor countries, who 
just notice the tightening of 
the grip. 500 Years after 
Columbus, the western world 


ers, homeless people, with¬ 
out any rights. In the wake of 
the devastating marks which 
the West has left in their com¬ 
munities, they look for some¬ 
thing that can keep them 
olive. Most of the refugees 
are in the Third World, few of 



has free hands to cheerfully 
exploid the last bits of world 
and live. The oppression is 
dressed in a decent gry suit 
and is meeting at Illustrious 
clubs as the Worldbank, the 
IMF, GAH, UNaAD, Lome, 
the Club of Paris etcetera. 
These institutes create and 
formalize preconditions for 
so-called free trade and open 
markets, so much desired by 
the multinationals. Because 
of the fancied international 
representation of this clubs 
for gentlemen, these agree¬ 
ments offer a legitimacy to 
the free trade and the conse¬ 
quences of it. That is, if you 
don't stumble over the small 
bumps like,- who brings in 
the most money also deter¬ 
mines the outcome of the 
game. Yearly, in the mean 
while, there are 75 million 
people underway as refu¬ 
gees, legally or illegally, work¬ 


them able to reach the North, 
where they walk up against 
the walls of the fortress Eu¬ 
rope. Built up by the same 
gentlemen who have worked 
their way up by trampling on 
the peoples of the Third World 
and shipping their wealth to 
the rich countries. But it's not 
a very popular job these days, 
to link up these connections. 
It only disturbs the self-confi¬ 
dent image of the Western 
os lord oftd moster of this 
globe, superior in his culture, 
economy and knowledge. 
And the native is looking up 
to him, with an appealing 
look, asking wether he can 
share in the technical won¬ 
ders of the white man. As if it 
was a mission in stead of an 
ordinary successtory of a 
plundering. Or Is it perhaps 
In the white genes? " Till now, 
genetic modification is a sci¬ 
ence which promises uses 


without any bad sides," states 
prof Schilperoort (Transfer- 
nieuws, June 1992). If you dare 
to talk about nonsence like 
that, you've really understood 
that whoever is in power to 
define the problem also has 
the patent to the solution. 
That trade in hunger is a very 
lucrative bussiness is rather 
kept silent by the experts. 
The yields of the fertile agri¬ 
cultural areas of the Third 
World are not often reserved 
for the domestic population, 
but necessarily exported to 
the western market. 

Dictated by f.e. the World- 
bank 

This same Worldbank is 
storing a profit of 2.7.billion 
guilders this year (about 1.7 
billion U.S. dollar-transl.).Thls 
is the disillusioning reallity 
which has to be made clear 
time after time, stripped from 
its racist mantle, which tries 
to show that farmers in the 
Third World are to stupid to 
grow land in a proper way. 
Or that you're really asking 
for problems when you're 
borr in the Sahel. 

One of the major threats 
of the dicussions around 
bioengineering is that the 
defmttions of the pretogo- 
nists are sneaking in and are 
slowly taken over. That hun¬ 
ger is a technical problem 
which can be solved if we 
only give a free hand to the 
bioengineers. In the book of 
the thousand-and-one-fairy 
tales, the tale of hunger 
scores well. With tear-filled 
eyes we send a cheque or a 
grain-mountain to one of the 
hungerbellies in Sudan, while 
there's a white coat standing 











around the corner who's pol¬ 
ishing his pair of tweezers 
ones more, to be able to re¬ 
fine hunger even better. One 
eye fixed on the stock-mar¬ 
ket, the other on the political 
agenda, the agents in hun¬ 
ger run from discussion of 
progress to boardmeeting. 
Never to miserable to stop 
fora microfone and state that 
banning of hunger is their 
only will to live. Subsequently 
drawing up at a copious meol, 
thus putting their ideas into 
action. The only hunger they 
know is hunger for more. The 


real art is tripping them up in 
their hurdle race which 
inviriably ends up at a Sv.isch 
bankaccount. People from 
different quarters ore oiready 
sticking out their legs. People 
of the Third World, environ¬ 
mental groups. Third World 
groups, critical scientists,... 
and groups like ours. With 
concretely demonstratable 
responsibilities and con¬ 
cretely demonstratable po¬ 
litical moments. With just the 
few means which we have at 
our disposal we wantto place 
matters in a political context; 
thus unmasking social back¬ 
grounds like bioengineering 
as political weapons, which 
are purposefully brought into 


action to secure profits and 
influence, over the backs of 
millions of people. On the 
question of howbioengineer- 
ing should be controlled, CDA- 
{a major political party in 
Holland, transl.) spokesman 
Reitsma answered:"Drawing 
boundaries is not in the first 
place a matter of politics, but 
especially of society" 
(Biotekst, March 1992). These 
words have affected us 
deeply and we've done our 
best to draw a small bound¬ 
ary. 

greetings, 

Vurige virussen 
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The discussion in the structureurouF 
iTas until now concentrated on the p- 
FODleois which are mest common for 
the inroshop3.lt ail star cod with a 
suycfostion of writing a short hook, 
whicn snourd help people start new 
iI;t OS'hops. 11 shou 1 d gi ve pr ac t i.c I e 
informa non about where to order bo¬ 
oks^ rror, publishers, different i dsTs 
of how t:c ra ise money, etc. But the 
COOK shoula also contain j nfoi'mar.ion 
ahout the problems they are most li- 
kelv" to r,ave. 

j.here are many prooiems which mo- 
'-'t of the infoshops have In common: 
irke sexisiTi, cirugs, money-tro'.'Pie, rep- 
re^ss iOii, etc. Many infoshops haven ' t 
found c) solution to tnese problems 
but there are many different ways of 
with thermit would be good 
to share our experiences.the soluti¬ 
ons we have found, .and the ways '.je 
rleai wird: the same problems. 

We didn't feel ive 

i-ad e.nough infoi-mation about it, so wo 
decided CO make a quest.Lon-paper, 
and send it round ail the infoshops. 




















































When v;e nave ail the ariFwers,we can 
Kiake shot L suiTim-iriee . This could give 
booh the old and the new intosnops 
new Ideas oi how no handle ttieir pr- 
oDiemsv 

in the text no low we have clairpeci a 
lot of things which may not be true 
for alj. the inl'oshops, and you may 
J.ool-: at tine problems from a different 
perspective.The text is a result of 
our discxission. which msiy have many 
holes.But it is up to you to fill 
tfiem up‘ There are also many topics 
'.;hicn vj'e Haven’t me.ntioned, i f you 
have any additioris please send them 
to us! 

Blitz infoshop 
Pilestredet 30c 
0164 Oslo 1 
Norway 

we are goj.ng to look at the ansv/ers at 
the next Iin, so you have to send th¬ 
em to un before August 15. 

DRUGS 

in many of ouz' scenes drug abuse is 
a big pi-oblem. Alcohol and hash has 
many times resulted in people getting 
passive, I'esu I ting in the scene gett¬ 
ing split. Hard drugs have also come, 
into tlie scerifw 

How are these problems at y.our place? 
How IS the oommunj.cation and v;hat Is 
the r'e^ationship betv-;een people who 
only dunk and use drugs a.nd the 
people who are involved in political 
..ictivity?What have you done to solve 
the problem,and which possibilities 
hav'e you discussed?Have you found a- 
ny lasting solution? 


for dominating personalities to car¬ 
ry responsibi1ity,as well as those 
personalities failing to react to 
this situation. 

Is it like that at your piaceVWhich 
thoughts have you had about the pro- 
blem?What has come up in discussions 
about It? 

COMIIiG INTO THE SCENE 
COMING INTO THE SCENE 
In many places there is a problem 
with too few’new'people coming in to 
the scene.This is often a result of 
that we are not very good in making 
them feel welcome and pulling .them 
into act!VIties.There has come a to¬ 
tally 

tally’new generation’of younger peo¬ 
ple in many scenes. The people v;ho 
have been inside the scene for longe- 
r are mostly net very good at shari¬ 
ng tneir experience with the others 
ihis leads to making it more diffic¬ 
ult for new people to join the scene 
and t-hat they often make the same 
mistakes that have been made a thou¬ 
sand times befoz'e.and which easily 
could have been avoided with a bit 
more communication.And also the pro¬ 
blems which che new and younger peo¬ 
ple have in society are often not 
oaken seriousiv’ by the older people. 

is it like that at your place? 

W'hy is it that so few new people co¬ 
me into the sceneVAnd how do those 
who come get recieved at your place? 
is being a consumer at the infoshop 
the main possibility ohey have in 
the beginning?Have you tried to find 
solutions for this? 



HIERARCHY 

Our scenes are functioning without 
leaders and we have always tried to 
avoid a social ladder inside the sc 
ene.We have tried to discuss the 
problems,and make collective decisi 
ons.But there are still 'invisible 
nierarc.hies ' in many places, some pec 
pie get listned to m.ore than others 
This is a result of people looking 


WOMENS STRUGGLE 

Sexism is stiii a problem inside the 
scene.Women don't get listnod to,th¬ 
ey get dominated,and sexual harrasm- 
ent is not unusual.lt has even happ¬ 
ened that women have been I'aped by 
men rz'om the scene. Sexism has been 
•inci .still is, one of tb.e main issues 
inside^the movement; both how to fic^it 
against sexism in t,he rest of- socie- 
cy.ana how to deal with it curseIve.s. 
!;ut the problem is still existing 


de the scene.? 


ise ansvjer 


in 


sj j 


hes 




na 


e questions in two different qioups: 
one with only women and one with on¬ 
ly men. 

How does the womens struggle funct:i- 
on at your place?Do you have W'ornen 
only ai'rangements?How do tnese func¬ 
oil 



‘■iad?Aie there n-.ens groups who discu¬ 
ss sexism, and hov; do these function? 
Has the womei's struggle caused a sp- 
littitiQ inside uhe scene-Do you dis 
cuss sexism in rnixeid groups?Which 
pronieius do you have with sexism? 

/iow do you deal with them?Do the ^h£, 
men in your place only repeat the 
demands oi the women or do the'/ get 
together to discuss which of the wo¬ 
mens demands have positive effects 
for their own lives?And have the men 
come up with their own demands in 
the stiuqgie for equality for women 
and men? 

COflMUNiCrtTION WITH OTHER GROUPS 
often people working in the infosho- 
ps not oniy care' about their infosh- 
ops but are also involved with other 
groups.Many infoshops also give room 
for other groups to meet. 

Wiiats tne situation at your infoshop? 
bo you work together with other gro¬ 
ups (groups of other political opini¬ 
ons etc)?What ways have you found 
to communicateTWhats youx' relations¬ 
hip with other radical leftwing gro- 
'j.ps?'-ihat are the problems'? 

CULTURE TROBoE;H.S 

I.n Europe, white left hierax'chies do¬ 
minate the struggle of established 
biacK communities and refugees,cont- 
I'oling the agenda and setting the 
demands.In many places theCmostly; 
v.'hite dominated autonomous anti-fasc 
!st groups don’t respect or take in 
to co.nsidoration tne refugees 'ways 
or f igfit ing.'w’e don't make space in 
the scene for their wishes and wa'^s 
of living. 




What pi'dcticie steps nave you taKen 
to make coatacts with the establish¬ 
ed DiacK communities and ref'ugees? 
i!a'''/e you done anything to make your 
infoshop and scene a welcoming one? 
and if so,what? 

REPRESSION 

ihe state apparatus has started to 
criminalise infoshops in most of the 
European countries.This has also ef¬ 
fected the communication betvxeen us; 
many infoshops don't recieve their 
mail at all or oniy part of it.In 
Germany the cops are using the 129a 
against the people working in the 
1nfoshops.But the problems with rep¬ 
ression are very different from pla¬ 
ce to place,and it is difficult to 
v;rite something general about it. 
Any'way we ask you to 'wiite something 
about ic but.please,keep it short. 

We aiso would like to receive tips on 
hov; you complicate (and frustrate) 
the cops wox'k, and how you react to 
the repression. 
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Donna Kate Rushin 

The Bridge Poem 


I’VE HAD ENOUGH 
I’M SICK OF SEEING AND TOUCHING 

Both sides of things 

Sick of seeing the damn bridge for everybody 

Nobody 

Can talk to anybody 

WITHOUT ME 

Right? 

I EXPLAIN MY MOTHER TO MY FATHER MY FATHER TO MY LITTLE SISTER 
MY LITTLE SISTER TO MY BROTHER 

My brother to the white feminists the white FEMINISTS TO THE BLACK CHURCH FOLKS 
The Black church folks to the ex-hippies the ex-hippies to the Black separatists 
The Black separatists to the artists the artists to my friends’ parents... 

Then 

I’VE GOT TO EXPLAIN MYSELF 
To EVERYBODY 

I DO MORE TRANSLATING 

Than the Gawdamn U.N. 

Forget it 

I’M SICK OF IT 

I’M SICK OF FILLING IN YOUR GAPS 

Sick of beeing your insurance against 
The isolation of your self-imposed limitations 
Sick of beeing the crazy at your holiday dinners 
Sick of beeing the old one at your Sunday Brunches 
Sick of beeing the sole Black friend to 34 individual white people 

Find another connection to the rest of the world 
Find something else to make you legitimate 
Find some other way to be political and hip 

I WILL NOT BE THE BRIDGE TO YOUR WOMANHOOD 

Your manhood 
Your human-ness 

I’M SICK OF REMINDING YOU NOT TO 

Close off too tight for too long 

I’M SICK OF MEDIATING WITH YOUR WORST SELF 

On behalf of your better selves 

I AM SICK 

Off having to remind you 
To BREATHE 

Before you suffocate 
Your own fool self 

Forget it 

Stretch or drown 
Evolve or die 

The bridge I must be 

Is THE BRIDGE TO MY OWN POWER 
I MUST TRANSLATE 

My own fears 
Mediate 

My own weakness 

I MUST BE THE BRIDGE TO NOWHERE 

But my true self 
And then 

I WILL BE USEFUL 


from: Morgana/Anzaldiia, This bridge called my back: Writings by radical women of color, New York 1983 
printed in :Frauenkollektiv (Hg.), IBASTA! Frauen gegen Kolonialismus, Edition ID-Archiv 1992 
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